ELK HORN FURL COMPANY
Beaver Creoclk Divigion

"Wayland™, Allen P, O., Ky,
April 16, 1914.

Mr. B. F‘ Gombﬁl,
Prestonsburg, Xy.

Dear 8ir: |
Roplying to your letter of the 1lth inst., in whieh

you request the facts in detail tespeeting geveral suits
instituted in the gggistrate's COurf against the Elk Horn
' Puel Compeny, which heve beon appesled to higher court, I
will stete as follows:

: Some time in December last, one A. M, Davis came to
me and ssked for a contraet to get out mine timbers from
o part of our fee 1énd at Wayland. Haviné doubts as to his
reliaobility I refused to go into written contract with him,
put I told hiln that if ho wanted to go into a eertain terri-
tory and get out timber in accordance with a written contract
we had with another party as to prices, specifications, de=-
livery end torms of payment, T would allow him to do so. An
unsigned copy of the contraect menticnod was given him for his
guidance, ond ho was given » shanty, and eredit for tools, etec.,

He went to work, with o few men, in Degenmbor, le omploy-

ed and diseharged his owvn men without suggestion or instruction
by the Company, except that he was required to report cases
of personal injury among hig employes, and reports were made

out in regul~r form, and in one instronce I took releases
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from a_f&ther for two boys Davis had employed who wore
under age. I mode their releases to reed so thot they
would release both Davig end the Nlk Horn Mining Corpo=
ration, so they would be effoective if tho boys were aftor=-
wards émployad by us direct. I enclose the iale@aoa which
nay be of serviee - (W, H. lMesser's releases of Aaron and
Hirem lesser). |
During December Davis did fairly good work and ended
up the month with & small credit bolance after gettling
with his men. In January he very much increcsed his force
and went to cutting and slashing everything in éight re-
goardless of specificetions, ond I‘stappeﬁ‘him about the
middle of January.,
Hot hoving much confidence in Davis and to protect
his men as far as possible, T ha& him turn in his time
overy day, so we could keep éloser in touch with what he
was doing. This time was run over our pey roll and, by.
his request, his men drew serip on 1t from time %o time.
Many of the men drew all thot was coming to them before
his work wes messured up end it was discovered thot he had
so mony culls thot his work would not cover his indebtedness
if the timo of his men was included. I then stopped esdvencing
any more on his account, ond hed a careful reinspeetion of
nis work giving him a proper credit for his unfinished work
in sddition to the oredit he had rogeived for nccepted timbers.
o told mo to take what was coming to him end give it
to hig men. He then skipped out in the night and I do not

tmow where he went.
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Aftor hig aeéount was Tigured out, and the Company's
charged for rent, fuel, tools, ete., were deducted he had
e oredit belance of $206,86, A considerable number of his
men hung aronnd our office alamoring for their pay; clalime
- Ing thot he hed tol@ thom thot the Company was behind hiﬁ
and would pay all his lobor, . Iltold them that he had somee
thing coming to him pnd that I would pro rete it among them,
and thoy asgreed to thot arrangement. While I was in confer-
ense with them, aygarniahee was served on our Auditor Ffor
$62 4,60 (%58,50 end $10.00 costs) from Y. S Martin, Nagis-
trate, on secount of Willis Conley omne of Davis' men, snd
when the men present found th:nt the pro rata would be very
small after the attached imount wﬁs deductod from Davis!
éreaiﬁ. they refused to accept the proposed settlement, and
went away threatening'ﬂuits egainst the Company end porsonsl
violence to Davis 1if they could find him,

Some of our own employes who are bosrders have their
board billes turned in to.the office by the boarding house
keépers for payment and charge %o their aecounts, and some
of the claims made to us ere from persons who furnished
boerd to Devis' men. As long o8 Davia‘waa solvent, we OX«-
tended this privilege to porsons who had boardéd hig men,

I Suppoae\the,claimgnts will $try to prove that Davis.
was acting as our Agmﬁf or Foremah. but this is not so, ae
wo nover omployed nor discharged any of his men or even sug-
gested who he should employ ok discharge. - Qur owvn fore-
men and sgonts are roquired to turn in an employment.card

for eny porson cmployed gilving nome, age, previous employer
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and 6thor dotallas, ond o discharge card for each porson
discharged, glving csuse, ete, Thogse cards were nover
required. for Davig' men,

our books show 49 porsons to whom Davis owed for labor,
and hig meon for board, in emounts varying from 10¢ to $52.00=-
agerogating $421,39.

On Pebruary 26th, I was summoned o8 Agent for Elk Horn
Muel Compemy by W, 8, Martin, J. P. to appear on Merch 1l3th

to cnswer im the following suitse:

Williem Tuttle, for lebor $15.50
Budde Hsall, g - 13,00
Rufus Chafins, " " " 156,00

Bill Tuttle, wooow 13,00
J. B, Tuttlo, " TDboard 13.357
Hs @, Newsom, labor & " 22,756 4

(2R s g o

Our books show, sccording to time turned in by Davis,
that he owed these men sa follows: .

1 W, M, Tuttle, for labor $15,50
2 Bud Hall L 10.80
3 Rufus Chafin ™ " 15,560
4 Bill Tuttle " w 10,60
/53 Jo. B, Puttlie ™ Db8ard 13 .35
6 He O, Nusom nooom 16,00 -

Tho only witnesses I will supggest are J. 7. Layne, our
pay roll elerk, and myself, =

Ag you lmow, upon adviece from lMessrs, Neal & Strickling,
we took no action in the above cuses before the Magistrate's
Gourt, and I have boen informed that not all of the above men-
tioned persons appesred bofore the Megistrate on March 13th.

Bven if it dovelope that we have to pay Devis' labor, I
do not see why we should pay his men's boord, l

Yory truly,
Cy to Messrs. ﬁg;; & Striekling,

ANC /wr




