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Wreck
leads o
fugitive
“arrest

On January 25,
Prestonsburg Police
Officer Bryan Hall was
responding to an accident
in frant af City Hall whan
it was brought to his
attention that Melissa
Cook, 26, of Martin, was
a fugitive from jusiice in
Indiana.

According to Hall, he
responded 1o the accident

gafter 3 p.m. last Friday
and had the driver pull
the car into the parking lot
in front of city hall. A dri-
ver license confirmation
hit came from dispatcher
John Hunt, informing Hall
that Cook had been
charged with a class D
felony of larceny in
Indiana,

Hall said that Lt.
Willlam Petry transierred
her to the Floyd County
Detention Center while he
went to get a warrent
signed, Hall then arrested
Cook for the charges.

On'Monday, Cook con-
sented to be returned to
the state of Indiana to
stand trial on the charges
alleged.
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Rescue workers helped Ginger Doderer, of Johnson County, from her vehicle as they prepare to take her
to Highlands Regional Medical Center following a wreck around noon Wednesday. According to
Prestonsburg Police Officer Sue Blackburn, Doderer was attempting a left turn from Route 302 to Route
1428, when she pulled in front of a pickup coming from the opposite direction driven by Tommy Castle
of McDowell. Both drivers were treated for minor injuries and released the same day from Highlands
Regional Medical Center. Castle was cited for driving without a license and having no insurance.

Dog’s first test finds schools clean

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WRITER

The Floyd County
Sheriff’s Departinent contin-
ued what Sheriff John K.
Blackburn referred to as a
countywide plan to utilize the
department’s new canine unit
and search schools and other
facilities Tuesday morning

with a first stop at
Opportunities Unlimited
School in Martin.

Although the Martin

school was the first stop of
the day, Blackbum said the
sheriff's department has
already implemented the
department’s new canine unit
during searches at the Otter
Creek Correctional Center in
Wheelwright as well as other
schools throughout the coun-
ty.

“We've already been to
some schools in the county
and prisons,” said Blackburn.
“Those searches have been
clean so far. We have another
school to go to after this one.”

Blackburn was accompa-
nied by Deputy and canine
handler Bob Caudill and the
department’s newest member
— Nitro, a l-year-old black
Labrador, that Caudill was
trained with last year as part
of a Kentucky Vehicle
Enforcement canine training
program 10.¢nhance various
aspects in policing for the
county, as well as city and
state agencies,

“I"'m just happy to get a
canine unit,” continued
Blackburn, “It'll be good for
the schools and the county
and for drug raids, as well.
We’re going to be working
today and from here on with
city officials and KSP.
Anytime they call us we'll try
to assist in whatever way we
can.”

Caudill, who said the
opportunity te enter the
canine training came after a
spot opened in the Kentucky
Vehicle Enforcement pro-

(See DOG, page seven)

photo by Sheldon Compton
Sheriff John K. Blackburn and deputy
sheriff and dog handler Bob Caudill read-
ied “Nitro,” a black Labrador and the
newest member of the sheriff's department
for a drug search conducted at the
Opportunities Unlimited School in Martin
Tuesday morning. The K9 search was one
of many Blackburn said he hopes to con-
duct at schools and other facilities
throughout the county now that the option
is available.
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“drug deaths in
2002 already
‘match 2001

by LORETTA BLACKBURN
StarF WRITER

Drugs could possibly be the cause for three deaths in Floyd

According to Floyd County Coroner Roger Nelson, the

| death of three Floyd County residents is suspected to be the

| result of drug overdoses. Nelson had not ruled out other possi-

| ble causes and said that autopsy reports would not be available

County hospitals,

year.

for another four to five weeks.

Nelson said that so far this year a total of four deaths of
Floyd Countians are suspected to be drug-related. along with
another three from other counties who ended up in Floyd

This is a considerably large number compared to the seven
deaths that were directly related to drug overdoses all of last

However, Nelson remarked that it was not so unusual to see

s0 many in such a short period of time.

“They come in spurts, and then we won't see another one for

three or four months,” said Nelson.
' Along with the obvious increase in drug-related deaths in

Floyd County one month into the year, Nelson stated that he
had also seen a change in the types of drugs.

(See OVERDOSES, page seven)

by SHELDON COMPTON
STaFF WRITER

[ A comptency hearing set
| for accused killer Dwayne
Bishop, 42, of Teaberry. who
allegedly killed his wife and
left her body at an abandoned
strip mine in Ligon in
September 2000, was
rescheduled this week follow-
ing a set of motions presented
to the court on Tuesday.

The public advocate's
office filted a motion for
review and a separate motion
for continuance for the hear-
| ing to be rescheduled
| Tuesday.

Bishop competency
hearing postponed

The hearing had been pre-
viously set for Wednesday,
but will now be heard by
Circuit Judge John David
Caudill on Tuesday, following
an order to reschedule filed
this week.

Bishop was arrested in
September 2000 and charged
with murdering his wife,
Carolyn Bishop. He has since
kept his court-appointed
attorneys busy filing several
motions, including an unsuc-
cessful motion last year to
have his $250,000 cash bond
lowered and an equally

(See BISHOP, page seven)

More water extensions
ready to get underway

by SHELDON COMPTON
Starr WRITER

Contract agreements were
signed Wednesday at Southern
Water and Sewer District's
offices in McDowell to move
ahead on pre-construction plans
for water extensions at John's
Branch, one of many areas of the
county that have benefited from
a countywide water line initia-
tive spearheaded by County
Judge-Executive Paul Hunt
Thompson and the Floyd County
Fiscal Court,

The lJohn's Branch project,
which will' find funding from
Abandoned Mine Lands (AML)
funds as well as the fiscal court,
was stalled briefly in order to
reroute plans for certain line
placements, but will now be able
to move forward on schedule,
said PDR engineer Bob Taylor,

who was on hand for the con-
struction meeting with several of
his engineers to detail the basic
terms of the contract.

The Lexington-based engi-
neering company is working
along with county and private
companies on both the John's
Branch extension as well as the
Spurlock extension, set for final
signing early next week.

Southern Water director Bob
Meyer and the organization's
chairman, Hubert Halbert, both
touted Thompson’s commitment
to the project even as final
papers were signed by Kinder
Construction president Denver
Kinder to begin work on the
extensions in coming weeks.

The extension will serve to
add approximately 40 hookups,
resulting in around 600 new cus-

(See WATER, page seven)

photo by Ralph B. Davis

County Clerk Chris Waugh, Jamie Dawn Blackburn, who is challenging Waugh for his job, and a
representative for clerk candidate Russell Shepherd were the first candidates to draw for ballot
position Thursday. A list of the order in which the candidates will appear can be found on page AB.
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Odds and Ends

=] PITTSBURGH
Middle school students at
Schiller Classical Academy are
taking a bite out of history in
an effort to improve the quali-
tly of their lunch.

The students, who were
inspired by civil disobedience
in the Boston Tea Party and the
bus boycott in Montgomery,
Ala., have started their own
revolt of sorts.

Since mid-December, stu-
dents have begun a boycott of
the lunchroom and adopted the
slogan: “We won't eat if 1
smells like feet.”

They complain their pre-
packed provided meals often
include half-thawed frozen
peaches, watery macaroni and
cheese, greasy pizza and dis-
colored meat. School officials
say Schiller is limited in its
offerings because the school
lacks a cafeteria.

“They're not good ... and
every other day it's the same
thing," said sixth-grader
Brittany Ford, 1.

The protest was sparked
students in Antoinette lones’
eighth-grade history class after
Jones urged students to take
action, instead ol just com-
plaining

“1 told them to find a cause,
document what they feel s
wrong, document the steps
they will take to change it, and
[ told them they must be will-
ing to make a sacrifice,” Jones
said.

B PITTSBURGH — A
guirky running club that uses
pink flour to help guide its jog-
gers has run into a sign of the
times.

Anxious calls to police
were made Monday when resi-
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dents discovered the four at
locations across the city and
feared it might be anthrax.

"It was an error in judg-
ment,” said Jerry Agin, 60, an
official with the Hash House

Harriers running club. He
called police and quickly
explained.

The Harriers began its non-
compelitive social runs in
1938. Over decades, the club
has developed a warldwide
underground following.

A leader, known as a hare,
gets a head-start and marks a
course which other runners,
known as hounds, follow. The
course 1s marked with check-

points and false-trails to create
general confusion.
This isn't the first time

Hashers have run into trouble
using flour.

On New Year's Day, a mall
in Fayetteville, N.C., was
evacuated for two hours when
another Harriers running club
marked 1ts trail with flour. And
in October, a pair of runpers in
Oxford, Miss., were arrested
after using white powder to
mark their route through a
busy downtown square.

“I guess we're just going to
have (o stay away from [lour
for a while — at least in the
urban settings,” Agin said.

B GREENSBURG, Pa. —
Shorty the dog should proba-
bly consider a career in law
enforcement.

Duane Palmer was playing
fetch on Jan. 16 with his 11-
month-old Labrador-Huskey
mix when the dog returned
with a wallet instead of the
ball that was thrown.

Palmer turned the wallet
over to police and told them

where it was found.

Police said the address also
was the location from which a
woman called to report she had
seen a man peeping into her
living room window on Jan. 9.

North Huntingdon
Patrolman Theodore Kukich
said he found footprints in the
snow and what appeared to be
an impression left by someone
laying down — but the man
had fled before he arrived.

The woman who owned the
apartment said she could iden-
tify the man if she saw him

again.
When police showed her a
picture from the driver's

license found below her win-
dow, she positively identified a
23-year-old man, who was
charged with loitering, prowl-
ing at night and disorderly
conduct,

B DANBURY, Conn. —
Edward Ackell was in a hospi-
tal room, recovering from

emergency surgery with tubes
protruding from his body. But
that didn’t stop him from cast-
ing a vote that forced a tie in
the 138th House District elec-
tion,

Republican Rich Antous
and Democral Grace Scire
each won 1,166 votes in
Tuesday's special election. A
re-count is Scheduled for
Friday.

The Danbury voter regis-
trar’s office said the 71-year-
old Ackell filled out the last
absentee ballot issued
Tuesday. Deputy Registrar of
Voters George Schmiedel took
the ballot to Danbury Hospital
and left with Ackell's vote at
about 6:15 p.m., less than two
hours before polls closed.

Ackell won't say who he
voted for, although he is a
Republican, according to his
wife, Beverly. She said that for
some reason she believed her
husband's vote was going o be
important.

“I said to him, ‘Ed, you
know 1 just have this feeling
that this vole is going to do
something for the election,’”
she said. After she called City
Hall for help, Schmiedel deliv-
ered an emergency absentee
ballot application and then
returned with the ballot.

Ackell was ready, He put an
his glasses, found something
solid to put between the ballot
and the bed sheets, and said,
“OK, give me the pen."”

B SALT LAKE CITY — A
jury awarded $290,000 10 two
women who said they were
deceived by a fundamentalist
church whose leaders
promised to produce Jesus
Christ in the flesh.

The True and Living
Church of Jesus Christ of the
Saints of the Last Days was
ordered Monday to pay
$270,000 to Kaziah Hancock
and more than $20,000 to
Cindy Stewart for fraud,

breach of contract and inten-
tional infliction of emotional
distress.

As a condition of church
membership, Hancock gave 67
acres of her farm and shares of
water rights to the church for
redistribution among mem-
bers. Stewart contributed
money from her retirement
plan, attorney Don Redd said.

In return, church founder
Jim Harmston promised pay-
ments on other property, mem-
bership in heaven's elite and
the chance to meet Christ on
earth, Redd said.

The eight-member jury
threw out complaints of racke-

teering and unjust enrichment
against the church and
Harmston.

Harmston refused to com-
ment and referred questions to
his attorney, Mark Middlemas.
Middlemas did not return calls
Tuesday.

(See ODDS, page five)

Panel reviews bill to publicly
finance legislative campaigns

by BRUCE SCHREINER
AsSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT — A matn-
arch in the campaign-finance
reform movement on Thursday
urged Kentucky to publicly
finance legislative elections, a
concepl she said even political
conservatives should embrace.

Defense wants psychiatrist
to examine man charged
in law school shooting

The Associated Press

GRUNDY, Va. — Defensc
attorneys are asking a judge to
appoint a psychiatrist to exam-
ine the former student charged
with killing three people at the
Appalachian School of Law this
month,

Peter ‘Odighizuwa, accused
of going on a shooting spree
after learning he had flunked
out of school, appears to have
“distorted perceptions of reali-
ty,” states the motion filed this
week in Buchanan County
General District Court.

Auorney Jimmy Turk is ask-
ing a judge to appoint Dr.

oLe s,
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Blair and Doug Lewis.

Card of Thanks

The family of Elizabeth Lewis wishes to express their
appreciation and thanks to all who helped us in any way
during the loss of our loved one. Thanks to all who sent
food, flowers, or just spoke kind and comforting words.
A special thanks to the ministers, Ronnie Spriggs, Larry
Also, thanks to the Sheriff's
Department for their assistance and the Nelson-Frazier
Funeral Home for their kind and professional service.

The Family of Elizabeth Lewis

Seymour Halleck before a pre-
liminary hearing scheduled for
March 21. Halleck teaches at
the University of North
Carolina's law and medical
schools and serves as a consul-
tant for the FBI.

In a brief telephone inter-
view Tuesday from the New
River Valley Regional Jail,
Odighizuwa told The Roanoke
Times he was suffering from
mental problems on Jan. 16,
when police say he opened fire
at the law school, killing the
dean, a professor and a student.

“I'm really mentally sick,”
he said.

Odighizuwa's former class-

mates have described him as a

loner prone to outbursts in
class who became increasingly
frustrated with the small law
school as his grades plummet-
ed.

On Jan,

professor about his dismissal.
Police say the 43-year-old
Nigerian immigrant told the
professor to pray for him short-
ly before gunfire erupted in the
school’s main academic build-
ing in Grundy.

Killed in the shooting ram-
page were Dean Anthony
Sutin, who left a high-ranking
job with the U.S. Justice
Department 1o take a job at the

fledging law school; professor

Thomas Blackwell, and student
Angela Dales.
Three other students also
were wounded in the shooting,
Buchanan County
Commonwealth’s Attorney
Sheitla Tolliver has said she will

ask for a death sentence if
Odighizuwa is convicted of

three counts of capital murder.

16, Odighizuwa
went Lo the school to talk to a
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Doris “Granny D" Haddock,
who at 90 walked across
America to promote campaign-
finance reform, said public
financing would restore power
to the people instead of monied
interests.

Haddock, now 92, appeared
before the House Elections and
Constitutional  Amendments
Committee to promote a bill to
allow candidates for the General
Assembly to run with taxpayer
money. In return, candidates
would be limited in what they
could take in other funding.

Haddock said that is the key
to ridding politics of special-
interest influence that has disil-
lusioned the public.

“They want a government
where the men and women of
the best skills and the highest
character will rise to lead them
— not those who have the rich-
est friends or who are the best at
selling their souls,” she said.

The committee did not vote
on the bill. Even the bill’s chief
sponsor, Rep. Jim Wayne, said
its chances of becoming law are
slim this year, mainly because of

the tight state budget.

Candidates could choose
whether to rely on public financ-
ing.

Wayne, D-Louisville, esti-
mated the public-financing sys-
tem would cost about $15 mil-
lion. The money would come
from qualifying donations from
voters, higher filing fees and
from the state’s general fund.

“I have a long view on this,”
Wayne said after the hearing.
“We will come back in two
years when the budget picture is
better and we'll push this hard-
er’

Haddock, of Dublin, N.H.,
claim§ special-interest groups
receive $10 in tax breaks for
every dollar they give to a can-
didate.

“If you are a political conser-
vative, will you not trade a cor-
rupt system of public financing
for a clean one that costs the tax-
payers one-tenth as much?” she
said. “Is that not the essence of
smaller, more efficient govern-
ment?”

Rep. Woody Allen, R-
Morgantown, said he agreed

with the concept of putling
influence in the hands of the
people. But he said people in his
district belong to groups repre-
senting farmers, teachers, nurses
and doctors. “My district is full
of special interests,” he said.

Kentucky already has public
financing of governor's races.

Under Wayne's bill, legisla-
tive candidates would have to
qualify for public financing by
raising “seed money” in contri-
butions of $10 or less per indi-
vidual — up to $4,250 by Senate
candidates and $1,500 by House
candidates.

Voters would send contribu-
tions (o a “state clean election
fund” in support of the candi-
date. The Kentucky Registry of
Election Finance would oversee
the fund and transfer money to
the candidates.

Senate candidates in contest-
ed primaries would get $54,000
from the fund; House candidates
would get $20,000. The sante
amounts would apply in general
elections.

(The legislation is House Bill
355)

State seeks to revoke
man’s blasting license

The Associated Press

CANADA — The Kentucky
Department of Mines and
Minerals is seeking to revoke
the blasting license for a man
who detonated explosives on a
construction site that killed a
passer-by earlier this month.

The state had already sus-
pended the license of Lloyd
Daniels I1I, who was working
on a road construction project
near Canada in Pike County
when the accident occurred,
The revocation action would
permanently bar Daniels from
working as a blaster.

The Department of Mines
and Minerals sent Daniels a
letter detailing its intent to
seek revocation of his license
on Jan. 24, the same day that
Elmo Greer & Sons construc-
tion company of London
received three citations related
to the accident.

James H. Mollett, 56, of
Staffordsville, died on Jan. 15
after being buried beneath 22
feet of rock and dirt.

Mollett, a natural gas com-
pany employee, was allowed
to drive. in his pickup truck
along a narrow road to check a
gas well just below the blast-
ing area along U.S. 119, The
Pike County coroner said
Mollet apparently suffocated
in his truck,

Inspectors said Elmo Greer
& Sons failed to provide
ample warning to people on
the construction site that a
blast was about to be detonat-
ed.

In addition, the inspectors
said the company’s procedure
for alerting people that a blast
was about to be detonated on
the site was to drive a pickup
truck along U.S. 119 blowing
the horn.

Nearby residents could hear
the horn, but a number of
workers on the construction

site could not, inspectors
found.
Holly McCoy, spokes-

woman for the Department of
Mines and Minerals, said the
construction company also
was cited because flag men
failed to stop people from
entering the danger zone and
because the company failed to
ensure that everyone was a
safe distance from the blast or
under sufficient cover.

McCoy said each citation
caries a maximum fine of

$1,000.

Legislators discuss
improving safety at
site of fatal accidents

The Associated Press

HUNTINGTON, W.Va. —
New traffic signs may soon go
up as legislators begin dis-
cussing ways 1o improve safety
on a stretch of Interstate 64 that
has been the site of four fatal
accidents since Dec. 1.

Signs with caution arrows
may be installed in the next
week between the Hal Greer
Boulevard and Huntington Mall
interchanges, where four South
Point, Ohio, residents were
killed Friday in the most recent
accident.

Delegate Dale Stephens, D-
Cabell, said options may include
reducing the speed limit, target-

ing aggressive drivers or build-
ing a median between the east-
bound and westbound lanes. He
hopes to see some action taken
this year, and he is checking into
funding.

The Department of
Highways is doing a study of
accidents over the last three
years, what has caused them and
whether there is a pattern,
Stephens said, That should
determine whether more signs
or a lemporary barrier would be
needed, he said.

“If it's not a barrier, we need
to know what the fix is and
when they can get it completed,”
said Delegate Kevin Craig, D-
Cabell.
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by BRUCE SCHREINER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT — A bill to
recognize a fetus as a persan,
allowing homicide charges
against some people responsible
for the deaths of unborn babies,
was approved Wednesday by a
Senate commitiee

The bill would exempt abor-
tion, but an abortion-rights
activist said it was a pan of an
attempt to erode women'’s access
o abortion

“This was a political show for
the right-to-lifers who are up
here,” said Beth Wilson of the
American Civil Liberties Union
of Kentucky, referring to an anti-
abortion rally Wednesday at the

Capitol
The bill easily cleared the
Judiciary Committee and now

goes Lo the full Senate. Half of
the Senate’s 38 members are co-
sponsoring the bill

The measure would broaden
the definition of a human being in
state law to include an unbormn
child from the time of fertiliza
tion onward, “without regard to
age, health, or condition of
dependency.”

[f the bill becomes law, a per-
son who harms a pregnant
woman, causing the death of the
unborn child, could be charged
with criminal homicide.

Sen. Dick Roeding, a lead
sponsor of the bill, said that under
Kentucky common law a child
must be born alive before it can
be a crime victim. Roeding, R-
Lakeside Park, said that's wrong,

“1 believe that the life of an
unborn child is a sacred gift from
God and when crime destroys it
and takes that precious gift away
from us, we all suffer,” he said.
“The criminal must be pun-
ished.™

Similar “fetal-homicide™ mea-
sures have won Senate passage in
the past but were bottled up in the
House.

Under the bill, health-care
professionals would be exempt
from prosecution for an unborn’s
death while providing diagnostic
testing or treatment. Hospitals
also would be exempt. The bill
dlso would not apply to pregnant
women who cause the deaths of
their unbomns.

Wilson said the General
Assembly should follow another
option — toughening criminal

Convicted doctor
must give up money
taken in raid

The Associated Press

PIKEVILLE — A Harlan
County doctor convicted
Wednesday on eight counts of
overprescribing drugs will not
gel back $17,000 that police
took in a raid at his office.

Jurors on Thursday decided
that the money taken from Dr,
Al Sawal was proceeds that
came from prescribing drugs
without a legitimate medical
purpose. The money now goes
to the federal government.

“People engaged in this type
of criminal activity should noi
be allowed 1o profit from their
crime,” Assistant U.S. Attorney
Roger West said.

Sawaf, 60, was found guilty
on Wednesday of eight counts of
overprescribing an assortment
of painkillers that inecluded

OxyContin. Jurors, who deliber-
ated about seven hours, found
the physician innocent of six
other federal charges.

U.S. District Judge Karen
Caldwell scheduled sentencing
for 11:30 a.m. on April 25 in
London.

Sawaf could be sentenced to
20) years and fined $1 million.

Defense lawyer Russell
Alred, who was appointed as a
public defender, argued
Thursday that prosecutors had
fatled to prove the money came
from illegal activity and that 1t
should not be forfeited.

In his trial, federal prosecu-
tors described Sawaf as being
desperate to make up lost
income after he resigned from a
$230,000-a-year job at the
Daniel Boone Clinic in August
2000 to go into private practice.

nate panel approves
to recognize fetuses

penalties against people who
harm pregnant women. She said
that would punish wrongdoers
without having to recognize a
fetus as a person. Wilson did not
testify before the committee.

A bill introduced in the House
would allow civil penalties for
the deaths of unborn babies. That
bill is pending in committee

Meanwhile, another bill
would require that consultations
between abortion doctors and
women considering the proce-
dure be done in person.

The bill, unveiled Tuesday,
would nullify an opinion by the
Kentucky Medical Licensure
Board that the counseling can be
done with a phone call.

The counseling is part of a
1998 law that requires women
seeking an abortion lo wait at
least 24 hours before it is per-
formed. The law requires women
1o be informed about the abortion
and its risks, alternatives to the
procedure and the fetus’ probable
gestational age,

Sen. Katie Stine, R-Fort
Thomas and the bill’s chief spon-
sor, said phone conversations
wouldn't be conducive for the
intended “give and take” between
a doctor and a woman consider-
ing an abortion,

Abortion-rights activists say
the bill would create a burden for
women wanting abortions by
making them go to an abortion
clinic twice, once for counseling
and again for the procedure.

“This bill will clearly punish
the women of Kentucky,” Wilson
said.

In another development, the
House tacked an abortion-related
amendment to a bill allowing
nurses in health departments to
dispense certain prescriptions.
The amendment, by Republican
Rep. Mark Treesh of Owensboro,
would ban health departments
from prescribing anything to
induce abortions,

Treesh wanted a roll call vote
on his amendment, but House
Speaker Jody Richards putitto a
voice vote. The amendment was
clearly approved but without any
legislator having to make a
recorded vote. The bill then
passed 96-1 and was sent 1o the
Senate.

(The fetal homicide bill is
Senate Bill 115. The wrongful-
death bill is House Bill 315. The
health department legislation
with anti-abortion amendment is

B 67.)

Bill would exempt construction supply
trucks from road weight limits

The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — Trucks car-
rying building materials 10 hous-
ing constructuon sites could
exceed highway load limits
without special permits under a
bill the Kentucky House passed
Wednesday

The sponsor, Rep. Jimmie
Lee of Elizabethiown, said the
bill was to solve a contractor's
dilemma: what to do when a

Bill would make
campus police

eligible for body
armor grants

The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — Security
police at Kentucky's public uni-
versities would become eligible
for grants to obtain body armor
for officers under a bill approved
Wednesday by a House commiit-
lee.

The money 10 buy the body
armor comes from the sale of
confiscated weapons at police
auctions. Various police agen-
cies already are eligible 1o
receive the grants 10 purchase
the protective armor.

The bill would add safety and
security departments at public
universities to the list of eligible
police agencies.

The measure cleared the
Judiciary Committee with little
discussion. The bill's lead spon-
sor is Rep. Joni Jenkins, D-
Shively.

small road is the only way into
the subdivision?

Lee said the bill gives dispen-
sation only for use of state and
federal roads, not bridges or
county roads. In addition, Lee
said, the driver would have to
produce a bill of lading “to show
they're not just using that road
for a shortcut.”

The bill passed 80-15 despite
a critic’s charge that rural roads
would be jeopardized so con-
tractors could be spared the
expense of making two trips.

“A lot of rural roads ... are
state roads. They were built to
handle farm traffic, and they're
limited to 40,000 pounds,” Rep.
Bob Damron, D-Nicholasville,
told the House.

Lee’s bill would allow a dri-

ver “to take an 80,000-pound
truck across a 40,000-pound
highway, and he's going to
destroy that road," Damron said.

Rep. Jim Wayne, a proponent
of “smart growth” legislation to
compel local planning and zon-
ing, said Lee's bill was sympto-
matic of a larger problem —
lack of coordination between
developers and local govern-
ment.

“The highway department
does its thing. The water depart-
ment does its thing. The sewer
department does its thing. The
schools do their thing,” said
Wayne, D-Louisville.
“Kentucky cannot continue 10
grow in such a scattered way."”

(The legislation is House Bill
12.)

Odds

Harmston’s wife, Elaine,
told The Salt Lake Tribune that
she was disappointed with the
verdict, adding: “God's people
have always been persecuted
and right now is no different.”

B EBENSBURG, Pa. — A
man who brought laxative-
laced brownics 1o work to get
back at co-workers who were
eating his bagged lunches is
being sued by one of the men
who ate them,

John R. Anthony Sr, is Seek-
ing unspecified damages from
Raymond Jastrzab for the pain
and embarrassment he suffered
when he ate the brownies.

Jastrzab was fired from
OMG Americas in Johnstown
following the Jan. 27, 2000,
mcident and has been demed
unemploymernt compénsation
after the Commonwealth
Court in Harnisburg ruled that
he was guilty of willlul mis-
conduct and “evil design.”

Jastrzab admitted to baking
the brownies because co-
workers had been eating his
lunches, the company said.

Anthony ate the brownies
only after they had been lefl

n a table in the plant’s dining
room, said his attorney, Terry
Graffius. It was an pnwritten
rule of the plant that food lefi
on the table was available to
anyone, he said.

Jastrzab stood by
watched Anthony eat
Graffius said.

Anthony sulfered nausea,
diarrhea, cramps and dehydra-
tion which required medical

and
them,

attention after eating the
brownies.

Jastrzab has an unlisted
number and could not be

reached for comment.

B SALINA, Kan. — Adam
Zaretsky knows what 1t's like
to live in a fish bowl: He's on
exhibit at the zoo.

Zaretsky's known as
species Homo sapiens,” in the
“Workhorse Zoo" exhibit. His
home is an 8-by-8-foot glass
room he shares with albino
frogs, families of mice, micro-
scopic worms-and yeast,

Zaretsky, a 33-year-old San
Francisco conceptual artist,

WZed,

says the display is a combina-
tion of art and science. He
hopes it will get people think-
ing about their relationships
with other living things,
“I'm actually trying to blur
the boundary between what is
human culture and what Is
reality,” Zaretsky said, while
stret¢hed out on an ambulance
gurney that he uses for a bed.
Julia Reodica, who was
Zaretsky's teaching assistant
while he served as a visiting
professor at San Francisco
State  University, is the
zookeeper
“As a seripus researcher, |
am finding Zed temperamental
and unpredictable,” observed
Reodica, clad in a Boy Scout
uniform with long, zip-up
black go-go boots. “When agi
tated, he throws rubbish
against the windows."”
Zarelsky received a
$20,000° grant to stage his
weeklong exhibit.

M ST. LOUIS — Less than
24 hours after their home-state

B Continued from p1

leams advanced (o the Super
Bowl. chief executives of
Missouri and Massachusetts
engaged in what has become a
gubernatorial tradition — a it
tle good-natured trash talking.

Acting Massachusetts Gov.
Jane Swifl Kicked off the round
on Monday, warning St. Louis
that her state's New England
Patriots shouldn’t be over-
looked by the Rams, already
14 1/2-point favorites for
Sunday’s title game in New
Orleans.

“Being an underdog has
suited the Patriots just fine this
year,” Swift said, “The Rams
are going to find out very soon
that these underdogs have a
very painful bite,"

Missouri Gov. Bob Holden
took the high road, calling
Swift an acquaintance and
“very nice lady.”

“We'll let the players on the
field do the talking,” Holden
said, "The Rams are gonna
win.”

— The Assoclated Press

Mertz Home Center
DBA
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Rt 80, on 23, next to Around the Clock Waflle House.
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of re!’:;g;'au, or pr'a.ru'iir'rintq the free exercise thereaf; aﬁn'déqiut{]' the freedom of S}’leerﬁ, or qfr!ie
press; or the right of the people to peaceably assemble, and to petition the government for a redress ofgrl'wmu‘es.

Guest—View

Editorial roundup

W Lake City (Fla.) Reporter, on the changing economy:

A 105-year-old retailer has declared bankruptcy while a 7-
year-old dot.com has declared its first quarterly profits, and
the tale of both 1s a tale of a changing America, and especial-
ly of an America transformed by computers.

Kmart, which lately did not innovate enough, was once an
innovator aplenty. The store goes back not just to the last
century — that.would be the 20th — but to the late 19th. It
was known as the S.S, Kresge Company, and if you never
visited one of these five-and-dimes in towns across the land,
you will likely have an older acquaintance who did. ...

Ah, but there was the growing competition, and the com-
petition, say some analysts quoted in the press, was smarter.
Target had more with-it merchandise, and Wal-Mart had |
lower prices. ... How did Wal-Mart and Target do that? With
computers, we leam from one account. Kmart came oh, so
slowly into using computers to figure out such crucial mat-
ters as what was popular, what wasn’t and what sort of sales
volume could be expected for particular products. Kmart has
now filed for bankruptcy. and while that does not necessarily
mean the discount chain will follow so many others to |
extinction, it is not click-your-heels time for Kmart execs,
either. ...

The future plans of Kmart as it looks to keep up with tech-
nological advances, shifting demographics and endlessly
evolving American lifestyles and tastes? Cut costs, for starters.

The more sotne things change. the more others stay the
same.

M The Scranton (Pa.) Times-Tribune, on welfare reform:

Many members of Congress and former President Clinton .
knew in 1996 that a provision of the big welfare reform law
they had passed and signed was based on a faulty premise.

Now, President Bush has agreed to the repeal of a section of
the law that had eliminated food stamps for legal immigrants.

In addition to President Clinton, then-House Speaker Newt
Gingrich observed at the time of passage that the provision was
unfair, but they agreed to it in order to pass the sound provi-
sions of the larger bill. Americans who earn as much as 30 per-
cent beyond the poverty level are eligible for food stamps.

Legal immigrants were excluded because some lawmakers
claimed, without supporting evidence, that immigrants were
entering the United States only to take advantage of social pro-
grams,

As a former governor of Texas, Mr. Bush understands that
the vast majority of immigrants come to the United States to
work. and that they collectively are a vital segment of the econ-
omy. The president’s proposed budget will include the first
mstallment of $2.1 billion over 10 years to reopen the program |
to legal immigrants, about 800,000 of whom — less than 5 per-
cent of total enrollment — were removed from the program in |
1996.

Mr. Bush deserves credit for his humane decision, which
contributes to the ability of new Americans to contribute to ‘
the nation’s vitality.
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Stepping down
from the throne?

I was appalled by the news that
Stephen King, one of my all-time favorite
authors, told a Los Angeles Times
reporter during an interview recently that
he was going to “retire” from writing.

I guess 1 probably wasn’t appalled to
begin with, 1 was more disappointed than
anything else. But the more [ thought
about the statement itself, there more 1
began to question what that really meant.

I have been reading King since I started
writing myself when I was 12 years old. 1
remember collecting all of his novels by
saving my lunch money for school every-
day. I went without lunch for almost an
entire year so [ could own a comprehensive
collection of King's work.

I couldn’t get enough of King's writings,
and the reading was supplementing my own
work, which, because of King and encour-

| agement from my father, was beginning to

show some promise. I started submitting

| short stories for publication when I was 13.
| 1still have a three-inch-high stack of rejec-

tion letters and a wealth of helpful advice
from that time. That early enthusiasm and

Worth Repeating ...

“He who tells a lie is not
sensible of how great a
task he undertakes; for he
must be forced to invent
twenty more to maintain
that one.”

— Alexander Pope

GRITICS AGREE:

“ ..he has no

consciencgz
and no soul.”

~ President George W. Bush

“...a smoking gun!”

— 15, Senator Bob Graham (D-Fla)

“...a dammable
piece of
evidence!”

— .S, Senator

Richard Shelby (R-Ala.)

“Disgusting!”

Defene Do oty
A-b-out i

consequent improvement in the craft I love
can be almost entirely attributed to Stephen
King.

Now King tells me and the world that
he’s going (o retire from the writing, It's just
that I don’t understand what that means.
How can you retire from something you
can’t help but do?

I tried to quit writing once, I found
myself scribbling on napkins in restaurants
and making mental notes about
story ideas that slowly became
full-length works stifled and striv-
ing for life inside the recesses of
my mind. That was my reaction.

I can no sooner quit writing than
I can quit breathing. The act itself
is reflexive.

What kind of reaction, then,
must a writer of King’s
vast talent be faced with?
How can he hope to sim-
ply lay down his pen and
do what? ... watch televi-
sion, play golf, go to par-
ties? As a writer I know
that without nurturing that passion for cre-
ation, nothing else in your life seems real.

Maybe the entire thing would make
more sense if | could understand his inten-
tions to be that he is simply going to quit
publishing, but not writing.

i

SHELDONCOMPTO

Bankers retire, coal miners, accountants
and teachers retire — not writers, not artists,
not composers, not creative vessels,

King has hinted to his “retirement” sev-
eral times in the past, but never followed
through. thank God, and this too may be
nothing more than a publicity stunt of some
kind, Who knows?

However, King's decision may be more
substantial this time around considering the
recent events which have altered his life.
In the summer of 1999, King was
struck my a van while taking a leisure-
ly stroll near his summer home in
Lovell, Maine, a tragic incident which
' may have taken some of the wind out
of his sails,

The accident flung King several feet
and left him with multiple
injuries, including a collapsed
¢ lung, severe damage to his hip
i and roughly six operations o
* help him regain his ability to
walk again.
But the bottom line is that
King, who has labored, and
succeeded for the most part, to terrify his
multitude of fans for over 30 years, has
just this week perhaps given the most
horrific of all imagined possibilities — a
literary world without Stephen King.
Frightening, simply frightening,

AR L R

Detainees not
mistreated

I feel somewhat silly writing another
“Letter to the Editor,” however, your
readers deserve the truth. Having guard-
ed prisoners of war and know how they
(detainees, as they are referred to today)
were treated at that time, I felt com-
pelled to respond.

I was stationed at Masan, South
Korea, at the Marine supply depot.
attached to the 1st Marine Division,
starting out as a fireman and helping to
save many South Korean lives, later
being assigned as a military policeman
and guarding prisoners of war. All of the
personnel were extremely humane (o the
prisoners. They were clothed and fed
better than they had ever been,

On the night of July 27, 1953, when
the prisoners being held during the
Korean War were released, | was on
guard duty. What 1 remember most about
that night is that the prisoners did not
want to leave. They had been taken care
of better as prisoners of war than they
were when they were free, which says
quite a lot for the treatment they
received while imprisoned.

What bothers me today is how so
many keep talking and writing about the
inhumane ways we are treating the

Q
v

detainees from Afghanistan at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. They must have
forgotten quickly the events that hap-
pened on Sept. 11 and all of the innocent
lives that were lost that day. T will
always remember the sadness of people
jumping out of buildings and all of the
deaths at the Twin Towers in New York
and at the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.

1 am also old enough to remember
World War I1 and the Bataan death
march on Corregidor and the way we
were treated as prisoners of war. We are
a God-loving people and we have
learned 1o forgive our enemies. But let
us not be naive into thinking we harm
prisoners of war when instead we are
doing our best to be reasonable and
humane in all respects.

1 feel sure those guarding the
detainees today are doing so with the
utmost of care and caution for their safe-
ty. as well as ours.

Ray H. Stoess

Gilbertsville

Martin supports
Rose

Gary Rose will make a fine new sher-
iff for Floyd County.
Paul Patton dismissed him as head of

the state police during our gubernatorial
race in 1999, and I supported Gary in a
public statement at the time.

His reason for running for sheriff:
“Qut-of-control drug problems in Floyd
County.” This is nothing new. People in
many counties told me the same while |
was running for governor, and | said so
publicly.

I have sent Gary a contribution
towards his victory.

I encourage my friends in Floyd
County to do what they can to help clean
up the courthouse in Floyd County by
giving money, time, putting signs for
Rose in their yards, carrying their fami-
lies to the polls on Election Day — all to
help this fine man named Rose make a
difference.

Peppy Martin

Bonnieville

Thanks Kentucky
West

The Friends of the May House desire
to acknowledge the give and installation
by Kentucky West Virginia Gas
Company of a much-needed gate 1o con-
trol egress from the property's parking
lot,

Delmas Saunders

Trustee

Letter Guidelines

Letters to the Editor are welcomed by The Floyd County

Times.

In accordance with our editorial page policy, all letters must
include the signature, address and telephone number of the

author.

The Times reserves the right to reject or edit any letter
deemed slanderous, libelous or otherwise objectionable. Letters

should be no longer than two type-written pages, and may be

edited for length or clarity.

Opinions expressed in letters and other voices are those of

the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the news-
paper. Send letters to: The Editor, The Floyd County Times, P.O.

Box 391, Prestonsburg, Ky. 41653.
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Entertainment Briefs

W .OS ANGELES — Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer has pulled tele-
vision and radio ads connecting
its  upcoming action film
“Rollerball” to the street-racing
hit “The Fast and the Furious.”

Universal Studios, which
released “The Fast and the
Furious” last summer, filed a

lawsuit against MGM, claiming
the rival studio was misleading
the public by saying in ads that
“Rollerball” was “from the film-
makers that brought you ‘The
Fast and the Furious’® and ‘Die
Hard.""

U.S. District Court Judge A.
Howard Matz issued a court
order Tuesday prohibiting MGM
from “stating or suggesting” in
ads that anyone responsible for
creative content of “The Fast and
the Furious" also was responsi-
ble for “Rollerball "

The link between the two
films is John Pogue, who co-
wrote “Rollerball,” and has an
execultve producer credit for
“The Fast and the Furious."
“Rollerball”  director  John
McTiernan shot the 1988 smash
hit “Die Hard.”

“Rollerball” 15 scheduled to
open Feb. &,

W LOS ANGELES — High-
definition movies are coming 1o
home video, but on a variant of
VHS 1apes, not the newer DVD
format.

20th Century Fox, Umversal,
DreamWorks and Artisan said
Wednesday they plan to release
feature films in D-VHS format,
videocassettes that offer betier
images than standard VHS or
even DVD can provide.

Initial ttles, expected to be
available by this summer, will
include “The Terminator™
movies, “Die Hard,” “X-Men"
and “U-571."

revi

The D-VHS tapes will be
aimed al those who own high-
definition televisions, whose
crisp digital images are set to
replace the old standard of analog
TV.

D-VHS machines also will be
able to play standard VHS tapes.
The four studios will release films
on a digital VHS system created
by IVC, whose current D-VHS
player has a list price of just under
$2,000.

The high price and the rela-
tively small number of high-defi-
nition televisions likely will make
the D-VHS format a niche market
for the immediate future. High-
definition DVD technology is
probably at least five years away,
studio executives say.

“You have consumers today
who would love to have a high-
definition alternative, and we
have nothing to offer them,"” said
Craig Kornblau, president of
Universal home video.

Other studios, worried the new
format will confuse consumers as
the DVD market continues to
explode, have yet to embrace D-
VHS.

"As far as we're concerned, D-
VHS is not a commercial prod-
uct,” said Ben Feingold,
Columbia TriStar home entertain-
ment president. “The enormous
success of DVD leads us 1o
believe, both intuitively and prac-
tically, that there’s a strong prefer-
ence for a disc-based product.”

B GREENSBORO, N.C.—A
sculplor is turning debris from the
World Trade Center into a work
of art.

Jim Gallucei will use 37,000
pounds of steel from the wreck-
age of the twin towers to create a
sculpture commemorating the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, He's
spent weeks working on designs
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for the project, but declined to say
what they are.

Gallucci wants to take the
completed work back to New
York on the first anniversary of
the attacks, and then on a cross-
country tour,

“All most people have seen
was a TV image,” Gallucei said
Tuesday. *“When you've seen the
real stuff, feel the weight of it, the
dynamics that it takes to crush it,
to bend it, people will be in tears."”

Alfter watching the attacks on
television, Gallucei decided he
had to create something, and
sought material from the fallen
towers. He was directed to Metal
Management in Newark, N.J.,
and was placed on a long list of
people who wanted such materi-
als.

Officials al Metal
Management granted his request
once he provided them with a
proposal and references that
included art gallery director
Jenny Moore.

“Jim gets really passionate
about the human condition,”
Moore said. “He has a deep fecl-
ing about human suffering, and 1
know he was determined to go
and get this.”

B LOS ANGELES
Paramount Classics has acquired
“Bloody Sunday,” a dramatiza-
tion of the police massacre of 13
Roman Catholics in Northern
Ireland in 1972.

The distributor announced the
acquisition Wednesday, the 30th
anniversary of the bloodshed that
occurred when police opened fire
on an unarmed crowd during a
demonstration, The shootings
enraged Catholics and set off a
wave of Insh Republican Army
violence that led to the bloodiest
year in the Northern Ireland con-
flict.

‘The Gount of Monte Gristo’

by CHRISTY LEMIRE
AP ENTERTAINMENT WRITER

What the world needs now ...
is not another version of “The
Count of Monte Cristo,” but here
it is — about the 20th adaptation
of Alexandre Dumas® tale of
betrayal and vengeance, and it’s
a mildly entertaining diversion
during these dull days of the
movie dumping-ground season.

Jim Caviezel isn’t the world's
most compelling hero as the
wrongly imprisoned Edmond
Dantes, and Guy Pearce is more
sniveling than sinister as
Fernand Mondego, the jealous
friend who frames him for trea-
50mn.

And Kevin Reynolds — who
previously directed the Kevin
Costner calamities
“Waterworld" and “Robin Hood:
Prince of Thieves” — doesn’t
keep the pace as peppy as he
should for the first half.

But the story picks up steam
as Edmond puts his revenge plan
into action, and that has more o
do with strong supporting work
from Richard Harris and Luis
Guzman than anything Caviezel
does on his own.

Screenwriter Jay Wolper has
made some changes — Fernand
now is Edmond's best friend
instead of just an acquaintance
— but the story remains essen-
tially the same.

Fernand tells the prosecutor
Villefort (James Frain) that
Edmond has conspired to help
the exiled Napoleon, prompting
Villefort to send Edmond to the
island prison of Chateau d'If.

Believing Edmond has been
executed, his fiancee, Mercedes
(Dagmara Dominczyk), runs (o
the willing arms of Fernand,
who wanted her all along.

But Edmond is " very much
alive. Sure, he looks a little
scruffy after years in a dark cell,

‘Malcolm in the
Middle’ suits up
for Super Bowl

by LYNN ELBER
AP TELEVISION WRITER

LOS ANGELES — Think
you know football? So who won
the Super Bowl in 19967 19982
20017

The answers, in order, are
“Friends," "3rd Rock From the

Sun™ and “Survivor [1: The
Australian Outback™ — series
that received the prized

postgame spot and enviable
audience spillover.

Since the Super Bowl pro-
vides television’s single biggest
predictable audience, playing
piggyback with the quarterbacks
can mean extra ratings yardage
for a show.

The debut episode of
“Survivor I1,” for example, aired
after last year's Super Bowl and
ended up scoring at the most
popular entertainment program
of the 2000-01 season.

“This 1s one you don't want
to waste. It's golden ammuni-
non,” said industry analyst

Larry Gerbrandl of Kagan
World Media.

Fox, home of the Super Bowl
on Sunday, has anointed as the
game's beneficiary “Malcolm in
the Middle,” the sitcom about a
genius kid (Frankie Muniz) and
his endearingly loopy family.

A one-hour episode — with a
mud-wrestling match between
series star Jane Kaczmarek and
Susan Sarandon among the
highlights — will follow the
New England Patriots-St. Louis
Rams game (at approximately
10 p.m. EST).

How did Fox make the call?

“With a great deal of difficul-
ty." said network programming
chief Gail Berman. “We had a
lot of good, viable candidates
for post-Super Bowl.”

Several factors tipped the
conlest toward “Malcolm.” The
network wanted to showcase a
program that dovetailed with a
Super Bowl that — like many
post-Sepl. 11 events — will
have a distinctly patriotic tone.

but he's remained mentally
strong — and even retained a
remarkable amount of muscle
tone — despite regular whip-
pings and a daily diet of gruel.

And with the help of Harris'
Abbe Feria, a priest who's in
prison for refusing to give
Napoleon hidden chests full of
gold, he learns to dig a tunnel
beneath the prison, along with
lessons in economics, philoso-
phy and swordfighting, which
will come in handy on the out-
side, Harris provides a much-
needed jolt of wit and warmth,
just as the movie gets draggy and
cold.

Once Edmond escapes and
swims to an sland two miles
away, he runs into a band of
smugglers in the movie's most
out-of-place but funniest scene.
The thieves seem to have been
plucked from "“The Princess
Bride"; when they force Edmond
to prove himself in a duel against
one of their own (Guzman), you
half expect him to shout, *Hello,
my name is Inige Montoya. You

kill-ed my fath-er. Prepare to

die."

Guzman is a major anachro-
nism, a refugee from Steven
Soderbergh movies who talks
like he's straight out of the bar-
rio. But his character, Jacopo,
gets some of the biggest laughs
as the frniend and servant who
helps Edmond carry out his plan:
Steal the hidden gold, get back at
the men who put him away, and
get the girl.

Edmond does all this dis-
guised as the wealthy and myste-
rious Count of Monte Cristo,
which requires us to suspend
some major disbelief; granted,
it's been 16 years and his ene-
mies and former love think he’s
dead, but besides a goatee and
slightly longer hair, he doesn't
look that different.

Even at his most dashing,
though, Caviezel's Edmond isn’l
nearly as much fun to watch as
Pearce as the scheming Fernand.
But their climactic swordfights
have a sort of old-school swash-
buckling charm about them, and
thankfully are devoid of
“Matrix"-style computer effects
that seemingly every action film
has these days.

“The Count of Monte Cristo,”
a Buena Vista Pictures release, is
rated PG-|38for adventure vio-
lence/swordplay, and some sen-

(See MALCOLM, page six)

Written and directed by Paul
Greengrass, “Bloody Sunday”
stars James Nesbitt and Tim
Pigott-Smith. Jim Sheridan (“In
the Name of the Father,” "My
Left Foot"”) was an executive pro-
ducer.

*Bloody Sunday” was co-win-
ner of the world-cinema audience
award at this winter's Sundance
Film Festival.

Paramount Classics plans to
release the film domestically this
fall. The distributor also picked
up rights for the film in Australia,
New Zealand, Latin America,
Japan and South Africa.

B OXFORD, Miss. — Five
finalists competing to design a
national civil rights memorial at
the University of Mississippi will
visit the campus Friday,

Willie Birch and Marcus
Akinlana of New Orleans and
Terry Adkins, Meredith
Bergmann and Dennis
Oppenheim of New York City
will be on campus to discuss the
project with its organizers.

The memorial is to be built
between the historic Lyceum, the
administration building that's the
university’s most recognizable
symbol, and the J.D. Williams
Library, named for the chancellor
during the institution’s troubled
entry into desegregation,

The monument is being paid
for through private donations in
response (o an initiative that stu-
dent leaders started in 1995,
Installation of the artwork is
scheduled for April 2003,

Three weeks ago, a national
panel of jurors recommended the
finalists from some 125 artists
who apphied.

Ole Miss Chancellor Robert
C. Khayat will preside Friday
morning over an orientation in
which several former and current
faculty members, as well as an
Oxford religious leader, talk
about their experiences with
civil rights events on and off
campus.

“We see the future in a very
bright way,” Khayal said. “We
are committed to respect for the
dignity of every individual, and
this memorial will add to that
commitment.”
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A Message to My Friends
and Supporters

For several weeks, I have been encourage by you, my many, many
supporters and good friends, to enter the race for Floyd County
Judge-Executive. Your demonstration of confidence in me, as a
person, and as the chief executive of our county government, has
been both humbling and gratifying. Your encouragement, your
trust in me, and your belief in my abilities, mean a great deal to
me. I also appreciate that you agree with my concerns for the

future of our county.

After a lot of thought, I made the very difficult decision not to seek
the judge-executive’s office this year. Two factors guided me to
this decision. First, [ am at a point in my life where family oblig-
ations and responsibilities must come above all else. Second, I am
personally committed to contributing as much of myself as I can,
to continue the successes of Governor Paul E. Patton’s administra-

tion through my position with the Governor’s Office. These very
powerful influences, and these alone, led me not to stand as a can-
didate for your judge-executive in 2002.

My decision means I will continue working for the betterment of
Floyd County and east Kentucky from a forum other than the
county courthouse. It means my energies for improving our coun-
ty, and the region, will be spent through channels other than the
judge-executive’s office. While I won’t have a county title for the
next four years, I will have the best interest of Floyd Countians and
east Kentuckians in my heart, in all that I do.

[ ask you to remember, I am not out of politics; I'm just not in this
year’s judge-executive race. [ will work to continue to merit your
support and your confidence. We will have other elections.

LTt

Ben Hale,

Floyd County Judge-Executive, 1995-1998
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Obituaries

Arnold

Combs
Arnold Combs, 80, ol
Topmost, Ky.. died Tuesday,
Janvary 15, 2002, following an

extended 1llness.

Born on July 24, 1921, in
Raven, Ky., he was the son of the
late Mont Combs and Canzella
Hall Combs; He was a retired car-
penter, a co-founder and past cap-
tain of the Knott County Rescue
Squad for 17 years, and was
inducted into the Knott County
Hall of Fame in 1993

He 1§ survived by his wile,
Minnie Martin Combs

Other survivors include one
son, Marvin Combs of
Prestonsburg, Ky.; two daughters,
Barbara Centers of Topmost, Ky.,
and Wanda Hall of Kite, Ky,; four
brothers, Herschell Combs and
Clifford Combs, both of Topmost.
Ky., Russell Combs of Lexington,
Ky.. and Noman L., Combs of
Toledo, Ohio,; six grandchildren,
two greal-grandchildren, vne step

great-grandchild;  three step
brothers, Eddie Hopkins, of
Prestonsburg, Ky, Carson

Hopking, of Charleston, S.C., and
Lowell Hopkins, of Grayson, Ky,
and his step-mother, Luna Jones
Combs, of Prestonsburg, Ky.

He was preceded in death by
one sister, Bertha Combs; one
step-sister. Yvonne Schuster; and
one brother, Normal Combs

Funeral services were con-
ducted Friday, January 18, 2002,
at 11 am.; at the Providence Old

Regular Baptist Church,
Topmost, Ky., with ministers of
the Old Regular Bapust Church
officiating.

Bunial was in the Joe Hall
Cemetery, Topmost, Ky., under
the direction of Nelson-Frazier
Funeral Home, Martin, Ky,

Visitation was at the funeral
home.

(Paid obituary)

Elder

Alex Hall

Elder Alex Hall, age 85, of
Galveston, Ky., husband of
Liddie Hall, passed away
Monday, January 28, 2002, at
the Markey Cancer Center,
Lexington, Ky., following an
extended illness.

He was born January 6,
1917, in Pike County, Ky., the
son of the late Noah Hall and
Mary Alice Hamilton Hall, He
was a retired coal miner and
Regular Baptist minister. He
was a member of the Little
Rachel Regular  Baptist
Church, having been baptised
September 1, 1979, He was a
past moderator and honorary
moderator of the church, and a
member of the UMWA.

In addition to his wife,
Liddie, he is survived by one
son, Alex Hall' Jr., of

Belleville, New Jersey: two
daughters, Betty Sue Moore of
Grethel, Ky., and Sarah Hall
Jones, of Bypro, Ky.: two
brothers, Ermal Hall and Pat
Hall, both of Virgie, Ky.; one

sister, Rosie Morrow of
Galveston, Ky.; six grandchil-
dren, 13 great-grandchildren,

three step-grandchildren, and
three  step-great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services for Elder
Alex Hall will be conducted
Friday, February 1, 2002, at
1:30 p.m., at the Little Rachel
Regular Baptist Church,
Galveston, Ky., with the
Regular Baptist ministers offi-
ciating.

Burial will follow in the
Robert Hall Cemetery,
Galveston, Ky., under the pro-
fessional care of the Hall
Funeral Home, Martin, Ky.

Visitation is at the church.

(Paid obituary)
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Government approves $1.4 billion railroad
line to get Wyoming coal to East,

by CHRISTOPHER THORNE
AsSSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Federal
regulators  on  Wednesday
approved the largest railroad
construction project in modern
history, a 900-mile, $1.4 billion
line to help get Wyoming coal
to power-generation plants in
the East and Midwest,

The Surface Trapsportation
Board cited economic and
transportation  benefits  in
endorsing the proposal by the
Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern.

Railroad Corp. The board, how-
ever, imposed nearly 150
requirements to address con-
cerns about damage to the envi-
ronment and noise along the
line.

The plan calls for 280 miles
of new track from coal beds in
the Powder River Basin in
northeast Wyoming through the
Black Hills of South Dakota,
and rebuilding about 600 miles
of dilapidated line from south-
western South Dakota across
southern Minnesota to the
Mississippi River.

Cheney to attend
fund-raiser for

Northup

in

Louisville

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Rep.
Anne Northup, R-3rd District,
said Wednesday that Vice
President Dick Cheney would
do some fund raising on her
behalf in Louisville next
month.

The Northup campaign said
Cheney would attend a Feb. 7
breakfast at the Seelbach
hotel, which would costs $250
per person. A separate briefing
will set supporters back
$1,000.

Northup faces Democrat
Jack Conway in the November
election. She said Wednesday
she was pleased Cheney was
coming to Kentucky to lend
her campaign a hand.

“People have appreciated
his long service to our country
both as secretary of defense
and now as vice president, and
['m thrilled to host him. in
Louisville,” Northup said.

Conway said he saw
Cheney's visit as a sign
Northup was worried about the
race. "It says a lot about the
strength of our candidacy ‘and

our challenge 10 Ms,
Northup,” Conway said.
The day before the

Louisville event Cheney is
scheduled 1o be in Evansville,
Ind., to give Republican Rep.
John Hostettler’'s re-election
campaign a boost.

Congressional candidates
have " to file fund-raising
reports with the Federal
Elections Commission

chair

could say.

that day.

Thursday.

Conway said his reporl
would show that he has raised
more than $500,000.

Northup Chief of Staff
Terry Carmack said the incum-
bent raised more than that, but
he declined to provide details.

“The last time a project of
this size was undertaken as a
single rail construction project
in the United States, Abraham
Lincoln was the president,” said
Kevin Schicffer, president of
the railroad,

Significant hurdles remain
before construction can begin.
For example, the railroad must
get building permits from the
Army Corps of Engineers and
the Forest Service. It hopes to
have the line completed by
2007,

Critics said they would con-
tinue to oppose the project,
which will take the railroad
through Buffalo Gap National
Grassland in South Dakota and
Thunder  Basin  National
Grassland in Wyoming.

“We're fully prepared to file
suit,” said Nancy Darnell, a
Newcastle, Wyo., rancher who
said the tranquility of her ranch
will be spoiled by rumbling
trains.

The board, an arm of the
Department of Transportation,
acknowledged the project might
cause “potentially significant”
environmental problems, It said
the economic benefits out-
weighed that possibility. But the
board added conditions aimed
at limiting the disruption for
Indian tribes and other resi-
dents, as well as wildlife and
natural areas, along the route.

The railroad estimates that
demand for Powder River Basin

Midwest

coal will grow from nearly 300
million tons in 1996 to more
than 500 million tons by 2010.
The ratlroad also says its project
will produce 6,000 construction
jobs over two years, approxi-
mately 2,000 permanent rail-
related jobs and more coal min-
ing jobs, and other economic
benefits for communities along
is route.

Schieffer said agriculture
also will benefit from the new
rail, and that new manufacturers
will spring up along the line,

*This is not a coal project,”
Schieffer said. “It is a railroad
infrastructure project.”

When the new rail line 1s fin-
ished, DM&E envisions moving
dozens of trains a day, each with
115 to 135 cars running at
speeds up to 45 mph. That is a
significant change from current
rail traffic — three trains a day
hauling an average of 57 cars
apiece at speeds of about 17
mph.

It 1s the length, frequency
and speed of the proposed train
schedule that drew complaints
from cities along the route,
including Pierre, S.D., and
Rochester, Minn.

Michael LaPlante, president
of a Rochester neighborhood
association, predicted it would
be “disastrous” for people who
live near the line.

*“The fallout will almost cer-
tainly contribute to the demise
of a neighborhood,” he said.

Card of Thanks

Perhaps you sent a lovely card, Or sat quietly in a

Perhaps you sent a floral piece, If so. we saw it there.
Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, As any friend

I Perhaps you were not there at all, Just thought of us

Whatever you did to console our hearts,
We thank you so much, whatever the part.

The Family of Mart V. Allen

Flu season nearing peak;
CDC calls it a mild one

by ERIN McCLAM
AssSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — The U.S. flu
season is nearing its peak, with a
rising number of cases in the
past several weeks, the govern-
ment said Thursday.

About 14 percent of the spec-
imens sent to a nationwide nel-
work of labs tested positive for
influenza in mid-January, up
from 4 percent in early
December, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
said,

The figure usually rises to at
least 25 percent before flu sea-
son peaks, usually in February
or March.

The good news is that 10 mil-
lion doses of flu vaccine are still
available in the United States.
The CDC is urging health care
providers to offer them through

Card of Thanks

The family of Ethel Kendrick wishes to express their apprecia-
tion and thanks to all who helped us in any way during the loss
of our loved one. Thanks to all who sent food, flowers, or just

spoke kind and comforting words.
Clergyman Harold Lewis, the Sheriff’s Department for their
assistance and the Nelson-Frazier Funeral Home for their kind
and professional service.

A special thanks to

The Family of Ethel Kendrick

)
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February, especially to the elder-
ly and chronically ill.

This year's vaccine fights
well against the predominant
strain of the bug circulating this
season, the CDC said,

At the height of the anthrax
attacks last fall, someé doctors
worried about a crush of people
seeking flu vaccine and visiting
hospitals so they would be able
to quickly distinguish between
flu and anthrax.

But the rush never came,
probably the anthrax attacks
stopped several months ago and

because this flu season is a mild
one, CDC flu expert Dr. Tim
Uyeki said.

Flu kills as many as 20,000
Americans each year. The CDC
judges the severity of a flu sea-
son based on reports from doc-
tors and labs across the country
and records from 122 U.S.
cities.

The last two years have seen
early flu peaks, a problem com-
pounded by shortages of vaccine
and delays in its delivery. This
year's pattern is much more nor-
mal, Uyeki said.

Malcolm

“We wanted to be supportive
of that,” Berman said. “We
wanted to make sure the whole
Super Bowl experience was a
tremendous family experience.
And one of our favorite family
shows is "Malcolm.™

Asked if she was lobbied
heavily b}r other Fox series,
Berman replied: 1 don’t know
that 1 would go so far as to say
lobbying. Many producers
thought it would be a good idea
to be post-Super Bowl." sharing
that view with her 4t parties and
script meetings.

“Malcolm™ had to be
Berman's sentimental favorite.
As then-president of Regency
Television (co-owned by Fox),
Berman developed the series
before joining the network in
2000.

Expectations for “Malcolm™
go beyond a one-time ratings
pump. Expanding the
“Malcolm” audience through
Super Bowl exposure is the goal
of Fox and the sitcom’s creator
and executive  producer,
Linwood Boomer,

The comedy does well
among the advertiser-favored
young demographic, but the
numbers slip among older view-
ers. For the prime-time season
so far, it's No. | among leen-
agers (tied with “The
Simpsons™), but is ninth among
viewers age 18-34 viewers and
16th among those 18-49.

“We have a very large audi-
ence and very specific group of
people, which thankfully the
advertisers like,” Boomer said.
“But the thing I've tried to da
with this show is get whole fam-
ilies watching. We try very hard
to make a show where there's
something for the parents to
watch, the kids to watch, and
hopefully we can broaden that
ven more."

Of course, nothing i$ sure in
the TV game, especially for an
unproven player. For instance,

_arrange it

B Continued from p5

NBC premiered “Homicide"”
after the 1993 Super Bowl. The
gritty crime drama scored a
healthy 17.9 rating and 31 share
of audience. After that, in its
regular time slot, “Homicide"
went on to finish 99th for the
season.

This year, as befits its prox-
imity to a sports extravaganza,
“Malcolm"” is pulling out the
stops. Besides Sarandon, other
drop-in  celebrities  include
model Heidi Klum, basketball
great Magic Johnson and
Bradley Whitford of “The West
Wing" (Kaczmarek's real-life
husband).

What's the plot?

“Let's sce .. how do we
so that Jane
Kaczmarek and Susan Sarandon
end up in a cat fight in the mud
in front of 1,000 people,” replies
Boomer, wryly.

Kaczmarek said it was a
delight working with the
Academy Award-winning
Sarandon. The rest of the experi-
ence, smothered in  faux
Hollywood mud with plastic
packing pieces added as texture,
was memorable in its own way,

“One surprisc was o have
Susan Sarandon’s muddy butt in
my face, and the other was that
there were packing peanuts all
over,” said the breezily blunt
Kaczmarek.

“Malcolm’s™ big play could
end up fumbled, cautioned ana-
lyst Gerbrandt, “The fearisit'sa
blowout game ... What you want
is a seesaw game, decided at the
final second, so people hang
around for the show,"

Kaczmarek, in any case,
won't be among them.

“I stopped watching football
when Vince Lombardi died (in
1970)," the Wisconsin native

said, referring (o the legendary

Green Bay Packers coach. “The
Super Bowl has very little sway
for me. I'm going to a baby
shower that day.”

i 2



THE FLoyp County TIMES

FRriDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2002 « A7

Reading is still the foundation of success

There’s no doubt that the abil-
ity to read is the foundation for
all future academic and profes-
sional success. That's why the
debate about how to teach read-
ing has been taken up by legisla-
tors, local school boards, and
businesses hoping to promote
reading achievement in children.
So what curricular components
really promote reading literacy?
Is there a magic wand, which, if
used, will develop a great reading
program and result i high levels
of rudmg u{,hlk\ﬂ'n‘ltﬁﬂl for 1|]

children? Research on reading
has identified several practices
that can strongly influence read-
ing achievement.

First, the teacher provides
direct instruction to help children
develop skills and strategies they
need. Above all, the quality of
teaching is what makes the most
difference in instruction.

Second, all children are given
direct help in developing phonet-
ic awareness and a practical com-
mand of phonics., Phonetic
awareness is the critical factor for

success in early reading. Phonics
instruction involves leaming leét-
ters and sounds and how to com-
bine them to form new words.
Phonics is learned best in a con-
text of connected, engaging text,
such as stories.

Third, the environment is rich
in literacy experiences and
resources to facilitate reading
development. Students are pro-
vided daily opportunities to read
independently and aloud, and to
reinforce skills and strategies by
rmdmk. at home mghlly Time

Leglslature passes bill by big
votes, though few seem happy

by MARK R. CHELLGREN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT — Sen. Tom
Buford wandered into Gov. Paul
Patton’s news conference on
solid waste legislation
Wednesday largely to greet a
school group from Jessamine
County,

He nevertheless managed 1o
put the prospects for passage of
the bill into immediate perspec-
live. “There are going 10 be
arguments over the tax issue —
whether it's a fee, whetheg it's a
tax.”

Fee, tux, deposit, whatever it
is called, the proposal to add
one-half cent to the charge for
every fast food cup and contain-
ers from grocery and other
stares 1s the lynchpin of the pro-
posal, sponsored by Rep. Greg

Correction

In a story concerning the
Martin City Council in the
Friday, Jan. 25, issue of The
Floyd County Times, it was stat-
ed that Mayor Thomasine
Robinson made a motion to go
into closed session to discuss
personnel policy. It was council
member Eulene Ratiff who
made the motion to go into
closed session @t the prompting
of Mayor Robinson. The motion
was seconded by Charles Justice.

Stumbo, D- Prulon\hurg

The proposal is simple
enough at first blush. The con-
tainer charge. plus an additional
$1 for each ton of garbage taken
to a solid waste landfill, will
raise an estimated $30 million
annually.

The money would be divided
among counties, to clean up lit-
ter, improve solid waste collec-
tion and get rid of old dumps; the
Natural Resources Cabinet to
properly close old municipal
solid waste landfills; and the
Education Department for envi-
ronmental education programs,
Any money beyond $30 million
would be split among the state
Parks Department for cleanup
and land acquisition, and the Fish
and Wildlife Department for land
acquisition.

“It does require the people of
Kentucky to pay for it,” Patton
said,

The political climate in the
General Assembly this year is
decidedly against raising any sort
of money, whatever the method
might be called.

Patton said it would be a mod-
est sum, when spread among the
4 million Kentucky residents,
plus all the visitors who would
pay through each soft drink they
bought. The sponsors estimate
the cost would work out to about
$7.50 per person per year,

In return, the state gets rid of
an estimated 10,000 illegal

Overdoses

"I have see¢n the drugs change
from illicit drugs to pharmaceu-
tical drugs over the past year,”
said Nelson.

According o Nelson the
drugs are sometimes prescribed
for the patient and sometimes
they are prescribed to someone
else who has sold them to the
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victim. Nelson said that people
go “doctor shopping” and get
prescriptions from  several
sources and then sell some fo get
whatever drug they want, creat-
ing a dangerous cycle.

“Doctors are handing them
out too freely,” said Nelson,

Bishop

unsuccessful motion to have var-
ious DNA evidence excluded
from trial proceedings.

Authorities  found  what
appeared to be blood on various
articles of Bishop's clothing
after his arrest and also on por-
tions of the motorcycle he was
riding when initially arrested on
alcohol-related charges

A competency hearing was
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set in the murder case by Judge
Caudill shortly after Bishop
made public his theories that his
attorneys were involved in an
alleged scheme to “set him up”
for the murder of his wife.
Bishop claimed at that time to
have evidence to support a con-
spiracy against him and misrep-
resentation on the part of his
counsel.

‘D_ogs

gram, completed 440 hours of
training last vear to be certified
as a canine handler. The training
involved school, warehouse and

traffic stop scenarios, said
Caudill, and spanned several
counties including Fayette,

Franklin, Hardin and Hart coun-
ties.

Caudill said that he and Nitro
had not came across any drugs
during searches so far, adding
this was a positive thing and did
not mean the canine unit wasn't
needed.

“We haven't found anything
in our searches so far,” said
Caudill, “but that's a good thing.
You don’t want to think you've
got drugs in your schools, The
main thing this does i$ act as a
deterrent. If people know that
we have this capability and
don’t know when we might
show up, that will make people
less likely to be involved with
that sort of thing.”

Each aspect of the canine
unit is important, said Caudill,
especially the choice of dog
used by the department.

“We have a Lab, but you can
train any dog," said Caudill.
“We chose Nitro because Labs
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are friendly dogs and just easier
to handle. In a lot of cases other
kinds of dogs would be used,
like for attack dogs or that sort
of thing, but this unit will be a
search unit.”

Many canine units enlist the
use of German shepherds, but
Blackburn said the decision to
train a gentler dog was a must,
considering the situvations In
which the unit would be used.

“Labs are just easier to han-
dle, they have a better tempera-
ment,” said Blackburn,
“They're not a vicious dog and
that makes the chance of some-
one getting attacked less like-
ly."

Blackburn said his plan is to
bring the new canine unit into
all county schools at one point
or another and he also expects
the presence of the new unit to
serve Caudill well during traffic
stops in uncovering drugs

which may be hidden out of

view or on the driver.

“We're just looking forward
10 see how this can help us in
the future,” said Blackburn.
“I'm just happy to have i canine
unit and we'll see where it goes
from there.”

dumps — up from an estimated
3,000 last yvear — cleaner road-
ways, happier tourists and elimi-
nation of leaky old landfills.

Tourism Secretary Ann Latta
said she routinely gets letters
from tourists who complain about
litter and eyesores. Nearly all end
with the words, “And | won't be
coming back to Kentucky,” Latta
said,

“And every time we lose a
tourist, we lose about $200 a
day,” she said.

A bill virtually identical to this
one received 41 votes in the
House in 2000, Stumbo said he is
more optimistic this time, but
refused to speculate on its
chances in the Senate.

(The legislation is House Bill
174.)

spent reading  significantly
impacts achievement.

Fourth. quality-reading pro-
grams have carefully designed
early intervention for children
who experience difficulty in
reading. Before-and after-school
help and summer school are
available to students beyond first
grade who are in need of extra
instruction, who need to review
skills, or who are behind at the

variet of techniques tailored to
individual needs to help children
acquire knowledge, skills, and
strategies for better reading.

Parenting tips

M Try to see that your elemen-
tary children spend 15-20 min-
utes each day reading at home,
with older children spending
additional time. It is important to
stress the amount of time spent

B Ask your child’s teacher for
information about what concepts
are being taught, and how you
can support your child’s pro-
gram.

W Volunteer at your child’s
school to listen to children read
aloud or to provide support for
struggling readers.

Information from The Master
Teacher Series, submitted by
Beverly Crisman, Community

end of the school year. reading, rather than the number Education, Floyd County
Finally, teachers employ a of books read. Schools.
Water
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tomers in the John's Branch
area, according to Meyer, and
will include roughly 50 miles of
actual lines, The project also
becomes another step an overall
project that Meyer says is some-
thing that doesn’t happen often.

Through Paul and Hubert's
efforts we've done something
out of the ordinary,” said Meyer.
“These kinds of expansion pro-
jects don't often happen at such
a great scale.”

The overall counly project
will cost approximately $8 mil-
lion, Meyer said, with a large
portion coming from AML and
an additional borrowed $2 mil-
lion of that total coming from
the fiseal court,

A disappointing development
for Thompson, in particular, dur-
ing talks after the signing
Wednesday was the time it
would take to receive pump sta-
tions for the John's Branch
extension.

The project will include a
total six pump stations and six
water towers scattered across the
county once completed, but
Kinder informed Thompson,
Halbert and Meyer Wednesday
that the wait for the pump sta-
tions would be around 16 weeks,
but added that they would try to
“speed it up”.

“It's going to take four
months for the stations?” asked
a surprised Thompson. “We
should just start building these
things ourselves.”

Kinder informed Thompson
and the others that the wait had
initially been longer, saying the
station proposed for the Jack's
Creek extension at Bevinsville
had been set at about 18 to 20
weeks, but the constructors had
managed to cut it to 16 weeks
through negotiations.

The wait for completion of
the pump stations will result in
residents in the John's Branch

and perhaps Spurlock areas not
seeing actual water service until
sometime in June,

Once intact, however, the
water extensions throughout the
county will have increased the
customers relaying on water ser-
vice by leaps and bounds, said
Thompson.

“In the next couple of years,
we will look to be adding over
2,000 more people in this water
district,” Thompson said.

Prior 1o