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Pastor 
turns 

himself 
in

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

The pastor of Elevate 
Church and manager of 
Giovanni’s in Prestons-
burg turned himself into 
authorities on Wednes-
day after being charged 
with a felony child ex-
ploitation charge.

Floyd County Jailer 
Stuart Halbert reported 
that Bobby Jordan “BJ” 
Blackburn, 26, of Pres-
tonsburg, turned him-
self into authorities on 
Wednesday and was re-
leased from custody that 
day. Blackburn turned 
himself in at 11:36 a.m. 
on Wednesday and Hal-
bert said he was released 
on home incarceration 
and pretrial monitoring at 
5:20 p.m. after posting a 
$5,000 cash bond.

Prestonsburg Police 
Sgt. Ross Shurtleff wrote 
in the citation that Black-
burn turned himself in 

-
rant was issued.

The Prestonsburg 
Police Department is-
sued a statement this 
past weekend searching 
for Blackburn, who is 
charged with one felony 
count of prohibited use 
of an electronic device 
to procure a minor for a 
sexual act. 

Shurtleff alleges in 

Bobby J. Blackburn

Floyd County 
Farmer's Market opens

 Lifestyles, 11A

BY ELAINE BELCHER

STAFF WRITER

The Floyd County 
Board of Education held a 
special meeting Tuesday 
to approve the tentative 
working budget for the 
2019-2020 school year.

The tentative working 

budget, approved along-
side other items on the 
board’s consent agenda, 
is part of a three-part 
budgeting process that 

board approves tax rates. 
Some funding recorded 
in the budget approved 
Tuesday are preliminary 

estimates. 
The budget, based 

and contracts approved 
by the board, expects 
that the board will adopt 
compensating tax rates 
this fall for property tax-
es — a move that may 
increase taxes on Floyd 

County residents. 
Local governments 

adopt compensating tax 
rates in order to obtain 
the same amount of rev-
enues as the prior year. 

Last year, the board 
opted not to adopt the 
compensating rate, leav-
ing tax rates at 69.2 cents 

per $100 of assessed val-
ue on real property and 
at 55.4 cents per $100 of 
assessed value on per-
sonal property.

The tentative budget 
reports   an  expected  
total of more than $9.7 

BOE starts budget process

See BUDGET, Page 4A

‘Downburst’ 
carried 

winds of 
70-80 mph

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

A Pike County resident 
died as a result of the storm 
that pummeled Prestonsburg 
on Wednesday. 

Floyd County Coro-

Thursday that Michael Camp-
bell, 61, of Pikeville was killed 
as a result of blunt force 
trauma he suffered during 

that Campbell was driving on 

The storm 
caused 
a roof, 
described 
as being 
100 feet in 
length, to 
be blown 

former 
Hock Shop 
building on 
West Court 
Street and 
onto four 
cars, one 
of which 
was in 
operation. 
The driv-
er of that 
vehicle 
died at the 
scene. A 
passenger 
was unin-
jured. 

Floyd 
Chronicle and 
Times photos 
by Mary 
Meadows

Storm causes death 
in Prestonsburg

A large tree fell on this home, located at the corner of Main Street and Stanley Street in West Prestons-
burg Wednesday, causing a power outage in the neighborhood.

See PASTOR, Page 4A

See STORM, Page 2A
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Floyd Chronicle and Times photos by Mary Meadows

A tree fell near Prestonsburg City Hall, and hit the back of a car traveling on North Lake Drive Wednesday. 

STORM
Continued From Page 1A



   The Family Hope Project provides evidence-based
    behavioral health treatment and wraparound community
     support for children, youth, and their families who have
      witnessed or experienced domestic violence.

     A team of Child & Family Therapists and Peer/Community
    Support Associates will work to develop a plan for the entire
   family to meet their needs and off er recovery and hope.
   

Approximately 15 million children
  are exposed to domestic violence each year.

    When violence occurs in a family,
      there is help - and HOPE.

To learn more about the Family Hope Project,
contact Mountain Comprehensive Care Center at any

of the following locations:

Prestonsburg Clinic
(606) 886-4350

104 S Front Ave
Prestonsburg, KY

Martin City Clinic
(606) 285-3142

112065 Main Street
Martin, KY

Belfry Clinic
(606) 353-1287

26229 US 119 N
Belfry, KY

Pikeville Clinic
(606) 432-3143

18 River Road
Pikeville, KY

Paintsville Clinic
(606) 789-3518

1110 South Mayo Trail
Paintsville, KY

Salyersville Clinic
(606) 349-3115

1410 Royalton Road
Salyersville, KY

Inez Clinic
(606) 298-7902

Rt. 3 Rockcastle Rd.
Inez, KY

www.mtcomp.org

24 Hour Helpline
1-800-422-1060

This training/publication is supported by grant number 90EV0448-01-00 from the Administration for Children, Youth, and Fami-
lies, Family and Youth Services Bureau, U.S Department of Health and Human Services. Points of view in this document are those 
of the authors and do not necessarily re� ect that position or policies of the U.S Department of Health and Human Services.

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER
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Southern: The amnesty is over

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Southern Water and Sewer District commission members.  

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Southern Water declines payout for Hall
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Board members sought 



the citation that on May 
24, Sgt. Ralph Frasure 
“responded to a com-
plaint of the accused en-
gaging in a conversation 
via iMessage with a minor 
female to procure her to 
engage in a sex act which 
would meet the statute 
of Rape 3rd with another 
minor which would also 
meet the requirements of 
that statute.”

Shurtleff reported 
that he interviewed the 
alleged victim who pro-
vided images of the con-
versation that included 
messages allegedly sent 
from Blackburn. 

Blackburn asked the 
minor to “engage in a 
‘threesome’ with he and 
another minor,” Shurtleff 
wrote in the citation. He 
reported that Blackburn 
also allegedly coerced an 
underage employee of 
his business to lie to of-

incident.  
“The following af-

ternoon of the 25th of 
May, Blackburn followed 
a third minor female to 
the Prestonsburg Po-
lice Department where 
she attempted to give a 
statement that she had 
sent messages from 
Blackburn’s phone when 
questioned about the 
content of the messag-
es, she only had a very 
limited knowledge about 
the conversation in this 
incident and when con-
fronted with her misinfor-
mation, she recanted her 
statement and then pro-
vided a written and audio 
statement that Blackburn 
advised her of this situa-
tion and that she needed 

to come give a statement 
that she was the one that 
sent the messages, when 
in fact she was not, and if 
she didn’t she would lose 
her job,” Shurtleff wrote. 

Shurtleff reported 
that he attempted to col-
lect the phone, but fam-
ily members said it had 
been “thrown in the river 
in Pike County.” 

Services were can-
celled at Elevate Church 
Sunday after Prestons-
burg Police issued its 
statement regarding the 
search for Blackburn. 
Facebook pages for the 
church and Giovanni’s of 
Prestonsburg, which is 
owned by company oper-
ated by Blackburn’s fam-
ily, are no longer active. 

Blackburn is sched-
uled to be arraigned in 
Floyd District Court on 
June 19.

million in ad valorem 
taxes — about $300,000 
more than what’s bud-
geted for the current 

less than the actual taxes 
collected a year prior in 
Floyd County.

According to the ten-
tative budget, presented 
by Floyd County Schools 
District Finance Director 
Tiffany Campbell, the 
district will carry forward 
about $6.1 million, which 
is about $100,000 less 
than it carried forward 

year. 
“The actual amount 

of carry forward could 
change once all payrolls 
are completed, all bills 
paid and all funds are 
received at the end of 
FY19,” she said.

The grand total of 
all school district funds, 
contingent on the re-
ceipt of state and feder-
al funding, is more than 
$78.7 million — around 
$3 million more than the 
current-year budget and 
about $250,000 less than 
the total received by the 

year.
In the general fund, 

the tentative budget as-
sumes revenues and 
expenses of $57.3 mil-
lion, which is about $3.3 
million more than the 

revenues in the current 
budget, more than $1.2 
million less than actual 

-
cal year.

The district expects 
an increase in Support 
Education Excellence in 
Kentucky (SEEK) fund-
ing, which is budgeted 
at $27.4 million, which is 
$282,000 less, compared 
to the current budget. 
Campbell said, however, 
that these estimates are 
still preliminary until the 
Kentucky Department of 
Education approves and 
issues those funds begin-
ning in July. 

Overall, according to 
Campbell, instructional 
expenditures are predict-
ed to remain the same 

with some variance from 
individual school’s site-
based decision making 
council decisions, includ-
ing maintenance and op-
erating costs and salaries 
based on individual full-
time, coaching and sub-
stitute positions based on 
rank and experience.

Campbell noted that 
no funds were budgeted 
for new buses and trans-
portation costs were only 
budgeted for travel to 
and from schools. 

“Any purchases would 
have to come out of the 
general fund,” she said.

The board passed the 
tentative budget with no 
comments.

Also approved at the 
special board meeting 

was a request for the 
Allen Elementary STLP 
team to travel to Phil-
adelphia, Penn. for the 
International Society of 
Technology in Education 
Conference to represent 

Kentucky for the nation-
al STLP competition and 
approve 26 technology 
items for surplus.

The next Floyd 
County BOE meeting is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. on 

PASTOR
Continued From Page 1A

BUDGET
Continued From Page 1A



LETTERS OR  COMMENTS:

Please send to:  
P.O. Box 390 

Prestonsburg, Ky 41653
Fax: (606) 506-5092

Email:  

-
-

Jeff Vanderbeck, Publisher

Russ Cassady, Editor

Danny Coleman, Ad Director

Bobby Gilliam, Production Manager

Lisa Moore, Office Manager

Randy White, Sports Editor

Emma Burchett, Office Manager

GUEST COLUMN

BY CHRIS HARRIS AND

ANGIE HATTON

STATE REPRESENTATIVES
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Reps: Governor must act on call for 
special session on pension issue

GUEST EDITORIAL

THE WINCHESTER SUN
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An annual reminder



Clark Harris
Clark Harris, 51, of 

Prestonsburg, passed 
away suddenly Tues-
day, May 28, 2019, at his 
home.

Clark was born in 
London to Dolores Sue 
Pelphrey Harris and the 
late Jack Ray Harris. 

Clark was a U.S. Navy 
veteran and had been a 
truck driver.

Clark was also pre-
ceded in death by his son 
Cody James Harris. 

Clark is survived by 
his mother Dolores Sue 
Harris, his children Bran-
don Kerstiens and Ashley 
Harris (Dusty) Rhoads, 
his brother Colin Harris 
and three grandchildren: 
Addison, Jonathan and 
Asher. 

A memorial service 
will take place at a later 
date.  

Lakes Funeral Home 
is handling the arrange-

ments.  
Online condolences 

at, lakesfuneralhome.
com. 

This is a paid obituary.

Lois Jane Moore 
Crum

Lois Jane Moore 
Crum, 56, of McDowell, 
died Monday, May 27, 
2019.

Visitation will be held 
all day, Friday, May 31, at 
Pilgrims Rest Old Regular 
Baptist Church, Price.

Funeral services will 
be held at 11 a.m., Sat-
urday, June 1, at the 
church.

Burial will follow in the 
Little Cemetery, Price.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Mary Jo Halbert
Mary Jo Halbert, 94, 

of Martin, died Saturday, 
May 25, 2019.

Funeral services were 
held Tuesday, May 18, at 
Hall Funeral Home, Mar-
tin.

Burial followed in 
Davidson Memorial Gar-
dens, Ivel.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

The Kentucky At-

of Rate Intervention 
suggests a temporary 
“across-the-board lev-
el charge” for Southern 
Water & Sewer District 
customers.

Attorney Justin Mc-

Rate Intervention, noted 
that suggestion in com-

in case in which Southern 
Water is seeking expe-
dited approval from the 
Kentucky Public Service 
Commission for a 32.3 
percent rate increase.

As Southern Water & 
Sewer District commis-
sioners tackled issues re-

May 28 meeting, several 
references were made 
about that application. 
Commissioners tabled re-

quests for some purchas-
es in the district, citing 
the need to wait to obtain 
revenue from that rate 
increase before moving 
forward with those fund-
ing requests.

claims Southern Water’s 
billing analysis “cannot be 
relied upon due to slow 
or totally inactive, untest-
ed meters” that produce 
“inaccurate readings” for 
water usage and billing. 
He explained that replac-
ing the old meters in the 
system “is the only way 
to ensure reliability, wa-
ter loss reduction, prop-
er allocation of costs and 

Southern Water. After 
those statements, McNeil 
went on to suggest the 
suspension of all meter 
readings at Southern Wa-
ter. 

“Just as it would be 
futile to continue using 

the proposed billing anal-
ysis with the knowledge 

on inaccurate and incom-
plete usage records, it 
does not make sense to 
continue to incur the ex-
pense of reading meters 
if the meters do not ac-
curately convey usage,” 
McNeil wrote.

He asked the PSC to 
allow Southern Water to 
“temporarily suspend its 
meter reads.”

“Suspending its 
meter reads will allow 
Southern staff to focus 
on more pressing issues 
like reducing any back-
log of unpaid bills, train-

-
cial controls, identifying 
and prosecuting theft of 
service, as well as leak 
detection and repair — 
which will markedly im-
prove with new meters,” 
he wrote. 

He explained that 

Southern should charge 
customers and across-
the-board rate “until such 
time that the meters have 
either been replaced or 
tested or recalibrated.

“An across the board 
rate is the most practical 
and equitable solution, 
and it aligns with prior 
Commission precedent,” 
McNeil wrote.

Southern Water Com-
mission Chairman Jeff 
Prater told commission 
members on May 28 that 
an across-the-board rate 

-
plement in the district.

-
ed that the district’s old 
meters could be costing 
the district through wa-
ter loss rates of between 
12 and 30 percent. The 
district’s water loss av-
eraged 63.2 percent in 
2018. It was 59 percent 

said on Tuesday.

AG suggests flat rate for 
Southern Water customers

A FLOYD CHRONICLE AND

TIMES STAFF REPORT

Floyd County Schools 
Superintendent Dan-
ny Adkins wants to re-
mind everyone about the 
“Lunch, Literacy & Learn-
ing” summer program, as 
well as the mobile route 
running from Monday, 
June 10 until Friday, July 
26.

“We’re very happy 
to announce that we’re 
continuing the ‘Lunch, 
Literacy and Learning’ 
program and our mobile 
summer feeding route. 
These programs allow all 
children ages one to 18 
to have a free daily meal 
for most of June and July 
at no cost,” Adkins said. 
“Offering opportunities to 
children is our focus and 
we want kids to continue 
having opportunities in 
the summer as well as 
the school year.”

Breakfast hours on lo-
cation run from 8 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m. and lunch from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
three schools offering 
breakfast and lunch from 
June 10 through July 26 
are Stumbo Elementary, 
Prestonsburg Elementary 
and South Floyd Elemen-
tary.

Adams Middle School 
will offer breakfast and 
lunch June 10-13; Pres-
tonsburg High School will 
offer breakfast and lunch 
June 18-19; Allen Elemen-
tary will offer breakfast 
and lunch June 27-28; 
Allen Central High School 
will offer breakfast and 
lunch on July 8-9; Duff 
Allen Central Elemen-
tary will offer breakfast 
and lunch on July 17; 
May Valley Elementary 
is offering breakfast and 
lunch on July 1-3 and July 
8-12; Floyd Central High 
School offering breakfast 
and lunch July 12 through 
July 17-18. McDowell First 
Baptist Church is offer-
ing dinner from 5-6 p.m. 

on July 15-17; Calvalry 
Baptist Church in Betsy 
Layne is offering dinner 
from 6:45 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. on June 17-19, Lin-
gon Community Free Will 
Baptist Church is offering 
dinner from 5:45 p.m. un-
til 6:45 p.m. June 17-20; 
Praise Assembly in Wa-
tergap is offering dinner 
from 6:15 p.m. to 7:15 
p.m. July 8-12; and River 
of Life Church in Teaber-
ry is offering dinner at 
5:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. on 
July 25-26.

For mobile routes, 
Mobile Route 1 makes 
stops at Wesley Christian 
from 11:10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.; Left Beaver Town-
houses from 12:05 to 
12:35 p.m.; Warco Apart-
ment from 12:50 p.m. to 
1:05 p.m.; Grigsby Height 
from 1:10 p.m. to 1:25 
p.m.; Pageant Hill from 
1:30 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.; 
Ivy Creek Townhouses 
from 2:05 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m.; Creekside from 2:45 
p.m. to 3:10 p.m. and D’s 
Grocery from 3:20 p.m. 
to 3:50 p.m. 

Mobile Route 2 leaves 
Prestonsburg Elementa-
ry at 11 a.m. and makes 
stops at Cliffside from 
11:10 a.m. to 11:20 a.m.; 
Archer Park from 11:30 
a.m. to noon; Dixie Apart-
ments from 12:20 p.m. to 
1 p.m.; Highland Heights 
from 1:10 p.m. to 1:30 
p.m.; Indian Hills from 
1:45 p.m. to 2:05 p.m.; 
Green Acres from 2:10 
p.m. to 2:40 p.m. and Re-
gency Apartments from 

2:50 p.m. to 3:10 p.m.
Mobile Route 3 makes 

stops at Wheelright Park 
at 11:45 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.; Branham Heights 
from 12:35 p.m. to 12:55 
p.m. and Weeksbury 
Community Center fro 
1:15 p.m. to 2 p.m.

There will be no ser-
vice, mobile or on site, 
July 4.

“We have three 
schools who will have 
breakfast and lunch 
available to any child who 
comes to those schools. 
We have 19 places that 
our mobile route will 
bring lunch daily.” Ad-
kins said. “At the Warco 
Housing Development 
and Highlands Heights 
Housing, there’s also an 
opportunity for children 
ages three to 13 to par-
ticipate in fun activities 
this summer and have 
lunch.”

Adkins thanked com-
munity partners and 
school district employees 
for their work.

“Our director of food 
services, Dale Pack, has 
worked diligently to add 
as many locations as pos-
sible to our mobile route 
so that more children 
will have meals available 
to them easily,” he said. 
“Our Director of Ear-
ly Childhood programs, 
Anna Shepherd, has co-
ordinated and planned 
for fun summer activities. 
Our wonderful commu-
nity partners, the Floyd 
County Library, the Floyd 

and our partnership with 
KET have science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
math (STEM) activities, 
story activities and block 
parties.”

 The Literacy and 
Learning program has 
early childhood activi-
ties at Warco Housing, 
located at 402 John M. 
Stumbo Drive in Lang-
ley, from 1:15 p.m. to 
3:15 p.m. daily. Highland 
Heights, located at 103 
North Roberts Drive in 
Prestonsburg, is offering 
early childhood activities 
from 1:15 p.m. to 2:15 
p.m. daily. A variety of 
activities for children age 
7 to 13 through the Floyd 
County Public Library and 
for kids age 1-6 from the 
Floyd County Coopera-
tive Extension are will be 
available throughout the 
summer. To check loca-
tions and times for sum-
mer meals or the Literacy 
and Learning schedule, 
visit “Floyd County 
Schools” on Facebook.

“We hope you take a 

posters you’ll see hang-
ing at our schools and 
other locations and take 
advantage of this oppor-
tunity,” Adkins said. 

“It doesn’t matter if 
your child is 2 and hasn’t 
been a student, he or she 
can still eat. It doesn’t 
matter if your niece is 
visiting from another 
state, she can still come 
eat.”

‘Lunch, Literacy and Learning’ 
starts June 10

Community 

Events
Friday, May 31

College Foundation William G. Duke Golf Scram-
ble, Stonecrest.

Wiley State Resort Park May Lodge
-

crest Bar and Grill, Stonecrest, Prestonsburg.

Saturday, June 1

Prestonsburg. 

Broadway” spring recital, Mountain Arts Center. 
888-MAC-ARTS

Jenny Wiley State Resort Park Wilkinson-Stum-
bo Convention Center 

-
ket, downtown Prestonsburg.

Sunday, June 2

Broadway” spring recital, Mountain Arts Center. 
888-MAC-ARTS

with Kids will be held at Paintsville Lake. Free 
admission for kids 12 and under. Registration 

Paintsville or ‘The Fishing Hole’ on Rt. 40.



AN APPALACHIAN 
NEWSPAPERS

STAFF REPORT

A new report re-
leased recently by the 
Appalachian Regional 
Commission paints a pic-
ture of an Appalachian 
region that is improving, 
but still lags behind na-
tional averages in several 
areas.

The report, titled, 
“The Appalachian Re-
gion: A Data Overview 
from 2013-2017,” also 
known as the “ARC Chart-
book,” draws data from 
the American Community 
Survey and Census popu-
lation estimates and con-
tains more than 300,000 
data points about Appa-
lachia’s demographics, 
income and employment, 
as well as education, 
computer access, hous-
ing, transportation and 
other areas.

“Making sound policy 
and effective investments 
requires good data that 
is easy to analyze and 
readily available. That is 
why the ARC Chartbook 
is such an important re-
source for our Region,” 
said Tim Thomas, ARC 
Federal co-chair. “For 
years, the Chartbook has 
provided unique, Appa-
lachia-focused numbers 
on economics and demo-
graphics. This year, the 
Chartbook also includes 
new data on access to 
broadband and trans-

portation — two critical 
factors impacting our re-
gion’s growth. The Chart-
book is a valuable tool for 
policymakers, research-
ers, community leaders 
and all those who believe 
in Appalachia’s future.”

Included in the data 
are several points about 
the region including:

change. According to the 
ARC, 25.6 million peo-
ple live in the 420 coun-
ties of Appalachia. Since 
2010, the data shows, 
Appalachia’s population 
has grown 1.4 percent, 
slower than the nation’s 
growth of 5.3 percent.

However, locally, the 
Census estimates for 
2017 show a different 
story — one of declining 
populations.

According to Census 
data, populations in the 
local area of Kentucky fell 
by 6.3 percent in Floyd 
County, 1.1 percent in 
Johnson County, 4.9 per-
cent in Perry County and 
5.7 percent in Pike Coun-
ty. The estimates show, 
however, that one of 
the greatest local drops 
in population, according 
to the 2017 estimates, 
came in Mingo County, 
West Virginia, where the 
population has declined 
an estimated 16 percent 
between 2010 and 2017.

including on the num-
ber of adults ages 25-64 
who have an associate’s 

degree, an area in which 
the region exceeds the 
national average.

According to the 
ARC data, a total of 9.7 
percent of Appalachia’s 
adults have an associ-
ate’s degree, while the 
national percentage is 9 
percent.

Locally, that number 
is a mixed bag, the data 
shows, with both John-
son County having 10.1 
percent of its population 
and Perry County having 
11 percent of its popula-
tion ages 25-64 possess-
ing an associate’s degree. 
The rest of the counties 
in the region, however, 
lag behind.

Only 7.5 percent of 
Floyd County residents, 
ages 25-64, have an as-
sociate’s degree, while 
7.9 percent of Pike Coun-
ty residents and 7.8 per-
cent of Mingo County 
residents have that level 
of degree.

The region and local 
counties both lag behind 
the nation in the percent-
age of adults who have 
a high school diploma 
or greater. According to 
the data, in the United 
States, 87.3 percent of 
the population has a high 
school diploma or great-
er, while a lesser number 
— 86.4 percent — have 
a high school diploma or 
better in the Appalachian 
region.

Locally, the average 
is 76.24 percent, with 

Johnson County having 
the greatest percentage 
(79.7 percent) and Mingo 
County having the least 
(74.4 percent).

of working age adults 
(ages 25-64) who partic-
ipate in the civilian labor 
force.

According to the ARC 
data, 72.8 percent of Ap-
palachia’s working age 
adults participate in the 
labor force, while the 
U.S. rate is 77.5 percent.

Locally, however, 
those numbers drop far 
lower, with only 51.3 
percent of Floyd Coun-
ty’s working age adults, 
50.2 percent of Johnson 
County’s working age 
adults, 56.1 percent of 
Perry County’s working 
age adults, 54.7 percent 
of Pike County’s working 
age adults and 52.5 per-

cent of Mingo County’s 
working age adults being 
reported as being part of 
the civilian labor force.

subscriptions. According 
to the ARC data, Appa-
lachia lags behind the 
national percentage of 
78.1 percent of house-
holds with a broadband 
subscription. Only 72.3 
percent of Appalachian 
households, the data 
shows, have a broadband 
subscription.

Locally, the percent-
ages are much smaller, 
with only 65.6 percent of 
Floyd County households, 
69.7 percent of Johnson 
County households, 69.5 
percent of Perry County 
households, 67.8 percent 
of Pike County house-
holds and 66.7 percent 
of Mingo County house-
holds having broadband 

subscriptions.

household income. The 
data shows that Appala-
chia’s median household 
income rate ($47,836) is 
83 percent of the U.S. 
rate ($57,652). According 
to Census data, Floyd’s 
median income lags be-
hind both of those at 
$31,196, while Johnson’s 
median household in-
come is $35,629, Perry’s 
median household in-
come is $31,820, Pike’s 
median household in-
come is $32,972 and 
Mingo’s median house-
hold income is currently 
$31,227.

The full report, as 
well as factsheets and 
other information can be 
accessed at the ARC’s 
website, arc.gov.

AN APPALACHIAN 
NEWSPAPERS

STAFF REPORT

An aborted meeting 
of the Martin City Council 
on Tuesday devolved into 
a very candid conversa-
tion.

The prospective 
meeting’s agenda listed 
only a few items: Approv-
al of minutes, approval of 
purchases and a report 
and discussion with a 
representative of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

Because there were 
not enough council mem-
bers present for the 
meeting to be held, May-
or Sam Howell and city 
attorney Doug Adams 
agreed those present 

and the audience could 
continue to sit and dis-
cuss city matters, but the 
council could take no of-

“We do not have a 
quorum present, there-
fore we do not have a 
meeting. Cannot have 
a meeting,” Howell said 
after taking a roll call. 
Council members Jim 
Reynolds, Gary Akers 
and Harold Case were 
present.

The council discussed 
matters with the Corps 
of Engineers. Those mat-
ters included a water line 
construction to the city’s 
hilltop relocation site, 
which some on the coun-
cil said the believe would 
not be able to help wa-

ter volume and pressure 
since it would tap into the 
same underpowered ex-

have taken several steps 
to increase water pres-
sure there.

Those matters also 
included the ownership 
of the hilltop property, 
including how, if ever, the 
unsold new properties, 

-
eas the Corps is buying 
out, will return to the 
city’s ownership. Howell 
said the city had been 
paying for maintenance 
at some buyout proper-
ties, and pondered who 
the city should bill for it.

prone areas come back 
to city ownership, coun-

cil member Jim Reynolds 
said, some talk had been 
made of turning it into a 
park, since the building 
of new structures could 
not take place there.

A constituent at the 
meeting addressed the 
council about several is-
sues, including a past 
meeting of Martin’s city 
tourism board, which 
was also aborted due to 
lack of quorum, and then 
the maintenance of grass 
for the Martin Pee Wee 

said, have been in use 
since the league started 
up late after Easter. The 
grass was at one point 
calf-high, she said, and 
parents had been taking 
the responsibility for it.

Martin Tourism chair 
Kris Rudder said that 
after a certain point of 
year, he has been cutting 
the grass there.

Howell took excep-
tion to the dispute, be-
cause the city has as-
sumed responsibility for 

is now being accused of 
failing to do so.

“It don’t start getting 
cut until a certain time,” 
Howell said. “Here’s what 
I’m going to say to you. 
In past, they did cut it. 
Now the city does it… 
We could stop doing it 
again. The parents could 
do it again, if they want 
to play. But that’s the 
way it is. We try to ac-
commodate and do that 

now, but now, if people 
wants to complain about 
it, then they can do it 
theirselves.”

Howell said “No” to 
someone trying to calm 
him down.

“We try to do it,” 
Howell said. “We’ll help 
them, as long as people 
ain’t  gonna sit and com-
plain. But if they’re gon-
na complain, hell, they 
can do it their (expletive 
deleted) self. Sorry about 
my language.”

The two also dis-
cussed the situation with 
trash, and the hazard 
posed by children climb-
ing on old bleachers, at 

the city would dispose of 
the old bleachers.

Martin meeting fails to have quorum
Mayor swears during dispute over grass

ARC Report: Appalachia continues to 
lag behind in several areas
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The following charges 

recently in Floyd District 
Court and Floyd Circuit 
Court:

Dustin Spears, 36, of 
Hi Hat; theft by unlawful 
taking

Terry Ramey, 39, of 
Garrett; two counts of 
theft by unlawful taking

Jessie Adkins, age 
unavailable, of Wheel-

-
port

Michael Seeba, 23, 

substance, three counts 
-

sion of a controlled sub-
stance, 

Michael Carver, 19, of 
Dwale; theft of a mislaid 
item

Ned Meade, 59, of 
Dema; driving under the 

or more, failure to main-
tain insurance, posses-
sion of an open alcohol-
ic beverage in a moving 
vehicle

Boone Meade, 41, of 
McDowell; two counts of 

of a controlled substance
Bobby D. Gayheart 

Jr., 38, of Flemingsburg; 
-

gree possession of a 
controlled substance, im-
proper equipment, driv-

Mark Robinson, 50, of 
Allen; third-degree bur-
glary

Randa Hamilton, 36, 
of Harold; theft by un-
lawful taking, tampering 
with physical evidence 

Preston Mullins, 41, 
of Melvin; two counts of 
menacing, third-degree 
criminal trespassing

Danny Bentley, 58, of 
Harold; harassment

Robert Bailey, 41, of 
Martin; theft by decep-
tion (cold checks)

Jason Crittendon, 40, 
of Melvin; two counts of 
menacing, third-degree 
criminal trespassing

Gregory Collins, 39, 
of Wheelwright; failure 
of parent to send child to 
school

Ricky Stanley, 30, of 
Prestonsburg; third-de-
gree criminal trespassing

Michael Hicks, 28, of 
Prestonsburg; public in-
toxication of a controlled 
substance, prescription 
not in original container

Cody L. Lafferty, 41, 
of Tram; alcohol intoxica-
tion in a public place

Terry N. Porter, 27, of 
Royalton; theft by unlaw-
ful taking (shoplifting)

Michael Hicks, 28, of 
Prestonsburg; public in-
toxication of a controlled 
substance

Shane Spriggs, 33, 
of McDowell; public in-
toxication of a controlled 
substance

Kenneth R. Allen II, 
54, of Allen; menacing, 
disorderly conduct

Kristy Nicole Bing-
ham, 36, of Corbin; 

of a controlled substance, 
possession of marijuana, 
possession of drug par-
aphernalia, endangering 
the welfare of a minor 
(case transferred from 
another county)

Jason A. Williamson, 
35, of Raccoon; motor-
boat not registered

Brian Castle, 52, of 
Langley; harassment 

Robert Marion Brown, 
51, of McDowell; pub-
lic intoxication of a con-
trolled substance

Rick Johnson, age 
unavailable, of Prestons-
burg; third-degree crimi-
nal trespassing

Michael Burchett, 
56, of Prestonsburg; 

third-degree terroristic 
threatening, harassment

Joe Estep, 77, of 
Thelma; third-degree ter-
roristic threatening

Justin Shepherd, 29, 
of Hueysville; harassment

Nathan Hall, 37, of 
Weeksbury; fourth-de-
gree assault, menacing

Jason Hill, 35, of 
Weeksbury;  two counts 
of fourth-degree assault, 
two counts of menacing

Gregory Arnett, 36, 
of Martin;  fourth-degree 
assault, menacing

Eric DeRossett, 30, of 
Louisville;  fourth-degree 
assault, menacing

Michael Burchett, 
56, address unavailable; 
third-degree terroristic 
threatening, menacing

Krista N. Garrett, 32, 
of Martin; public intoxica-
tion of a controlled sub-
stance

Rodney Rose, 45, of 
Langley; second-degree 
bail jumping

Devin R. Tilley, 27, of 
Prestonsburg; no person-

-
er

Christopher King, 31, 
of Prestonsburg; alcohol 
intoxication in a public 
place

Sandra L. Johnson, 
29, of Lexington; theft by 
unlawful taking (shoplift-
ing)

Rhea Lynn Music, 53, 
of David; harassment

Wesley Tyler Hagans, 
20, of Martin; third-de-
gree criminal mischief

Larry Collins, 38, of 
Prestonsburg; public in-
toxication of a controlled 
substance, menacing, re-
sisting arrest, second-de-
gree disorderly conduct 

Austin Wagner vs. 
Ashley Bays, EMC Prop-
erty & Casualty Compa-
ny; personal injury com-
plaint

Michael Patrick Sets-

er vs. Hannah R. Spur-
lock, motion for true joint 
custody with equal time 
share

Lisa Johnson Bowling 
vs. Steven R. Bowling; di-
vorce

Kentucky Division of 
Child Support Enforce-
ments, Hannah Spurlock 
vs. Michael Setser; di-
vorce

Valerie Henson vs. 
Jeramie Johnson; peti-
tion for custody

Leida Kidd vs. Emitt 
R. Kidd Jr.; divorce

Tom Bartrum vs. 
Jenna A. Layne, Ken-
tucky National Insurance 
Company, Heather Sued-
kamp; personal injury 
complaint

Tiffany Ward vs. 
Christopher Ward; di-
vorce

Elexius Spurlock vs. 
Brandon Wallen; petition 
for custody

Citizens Bank vs. 
Charles Jarvis, Belva Jar-
vis, Real Estate Mortgage 
Network; foreclosure

Appalachian Invest-
ments vs. Edward Dingus 
and unknown spouse, 
Floyd County; foreclosure

Jillian E. Standifur vs. 
Robert D. Standifur Jr.; 
divorce

Amber R. Collier vs. 
Brian Collier; divorce

Kentucky Transpor-
tation Cabinet vs. Elk 
Horn Coal Company, Ny-
tis Exploration Company; 
complaint concerning en-
croachment on property

Clark Pergrem vs. 
Patty Bangham, Wolfe 
County Cab; personal in-
jury complaint 

Community Trust 
Bank vs. Timothy Pars-
ley, Kimberly Parsley and 
their unknown spouses, 
Capital One Bank; fore-
closure

Hazel Keathley, Tam-

my Barker vs. Dustin Hall, 
Billy Gillman, Victoria 
Hall, Matthew and April 
Keathley, Kevin Keathley, 
Justin and Tabatha Tay-
ler; petition for declara-
tion of property rights

Julian Slone vs. Tanya 
Pelphrey Slone; divorce

Donald Collins vs. 
Crystal G. Collins; divorce

Cody Mann vs. Whit-
ney Friend; petition for 
custody 

Christy Reffett, Kiara 
Gamble vs. Jonathan B. 
Ratliff; personal injury 
complaint

Argas USA vs. M&M 
Welding; complaint con-
cerning debt

James Patton vs. 
Shawn G. Gooslin; per-
sonal injury complaint

Kentucky Division of 
Child Support Enforce-
ment, Ashley Hicks vs. 
Charles Hicks; petition 
for child support and 
healthcare insurance

Jefferson Capital In-
vestments vs. Jackie 
Hall; complaint concern-
ing debt 

Community Trust 
Bank vs. Billie M. Lafferty 
and unknown spouse, US 
Bank; complaint concern-

ing debt
Billy and Wanda Conn 

vs. Epp Banks, Geico 
General Insurance Com-
pany; personal injury 
complaint

US Bank vs. Chris and 
Mary Caldwell; complaint 
concerning debt

The Money Source 
vs. Joshua Adams, Clara 
Adams, Floyd County; 
foreclosure

Discover Bank vs. Vi-
olet Goodman; complaint 
concerning debt

Shirley Fields, individ-
ually and as guardian of 
a child vs. Tiffany Perry, 
Jack Perry; personal inju-
ry complaint

Kenneth Hulley, Roy 
Hulley, Latasha Miller vs. 
Heather Ward; personal 
injury complaint

Editor’s note: The 
-

ple who are charged in 
Floyd District Court and 
those listed in lawsuits in 
Floyd Circuit Court. The 

against them are merely 
accusations and the de-
fendant is presumed in-
nocent or not liable until 
proven guilty.
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Four Floyd County 
residents were indicted 
by the grand jury last 

-
ing drugs.

Donnie Bentley, 44, 
of Prestonsburg, Jason 
Jarrell, 41, of Weeksbury, 
Nicholas Parsons, 22, of 
Allen, and Selina Law-
rence, 26, of Martin, were 

-
ing and other charges.

The case against 

Prestonsburg Police De-
partment. He is charged 
with DUI, driving on 
a suspended license, 
third-degree possession 
of a controlled substance, 
possession of drug para-

in a controlled substance, 
over two grams of meth-
amphetamine.

The Prestonsburg Po-
lice Department arrested 
Bentley in October 2018, 

on Watergap Road. Of-

-
ley was driving under 

approximately 10 grams 
of suspected metham-
phetamine when he was 
pulled over that day.

Jarrell was charged 
-

-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance on Nov. 
26, 2018, according to 
the indictment.

He has another traf-

is pending a review by 
the grand jury.

In that case, Jarrell 
was arrested in March for 

a controlled substance, 

possession of a con-
trolled substance and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. Kentucky State 
Police alleged at the time 
of that arrest that Jar-
rell was manufacturing 
methamphetamine in a 
home at Weeksbury. 

He’s scheduled to be 

arraigned on the charges 
alleged in this indictment 
in July. 

Lawrence was indict-
ed on numerous charges 

-
ing.

The grand jury alleges 

more than two grams of 
methamphetamine and 
another undisclosed con-
trolled substance in June 
2018. 

She was also indicted 
-

gree possession of a 

controlled substance, 
second-degree posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance, third-degree pos-
session of a controlled 

promoting contraband 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Parsons was charged 
by the grand jury with 

eight ounces of marijua-
na, a misdemeanor and 

of a controlled substance, 
methamphetamine.  
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The following mar-
riages and property 
transfers have recently 

Marriages
Jonathan Tyler John-

son, 26, of Prestonsburg, 
to Jacqulyn Gail Goble, 
23, of Auxier

Haley Rochelle Smith, 
21, of Hueysville, to 
Tristan Rhett Reed, 22, 
of Hueysville

Randal McCoy, 20, of 
Prestonsburg, to Grace 
Hicks, 18, of Paintsville

Lois Michelle Rogers, 
37, of Prestonsburg, to 
Jesse Lee White, 33, of 
Prestonsburg

Kristy Tenielle Wright, 
38, of Prestonsburg, to 
Darrell Lee Bailey, 40, of 
Prestonsburg

Rhonda G. Nickell, 
38, of Louisa, to William 
T. Sartaine, 28, of Olive 
Hill

Elaine Celeste Cal-
houn, 26, of Prestons-
burg, to Justin Ryan Con-
ley, 29, of Prestonsburg

Property transfers
Nationstar Mortgage 

LLC to Alan Kidd, Danita 
Lee Kidd (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 174)

Robert and Shelby 
Steele to Jody M. and 
Leslie J. Hamilton  (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 182)

Master Commission-
er Gregory Isaac, Ish-
mael and Robin Slone, 

JP Morgan Chase Bank 
(Deeds Book 645; pg. 
186)

Anita Cook to Anita 
Cook, property at Left 
Beaver (Deeds Book 645; 
pg. 203)

-
poration to Blackstone 
Energy LTD  (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 205)

Tom McKinney to 
Jammie and Michael Sa-

Creek (Deeds Book 645; 
pg. 285)

BB Porter, Ingee 
Porter to Nancy Porter 
(Deeds Book 19; pg. 123)

Gary Thompson, 
Jacqueline Thompson 
to Dylan Hansford, Sa-
mantha Hansford (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 287)

Kenneth Scarberry to 
Carolyn Garrett (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 291)

Toby and Alvin Hall to 
Betty Conn (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 295)

Marcelina Tomlin-
son, Matt Tomlinson to 
Emmitt Hamilton (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 298)

Denise and Ronnie 
Collins to Chad, Ron-
nie and Whitney Collins 
(Deeds Book 645; pg. 
302)

Charlotte and Dan 
Collins to Whitney Col-
lins (Deeds Book 645; pg. 
306)

Lean Cook to Travis 
Cook (Deeds Book 645; 
pg. 310)

Robert Comstock I 
to Option One Mortgage 

Bank, trustee; easement 

(Deeds Book 645; pg. 
313)

Lashea D. Music, 
James Salisbury, Lorene 
Salisbury to Mason Lee 
Williams (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 317)

Alma and John Earl 
Dillon to Tommy Dillon 
(Deeds Book 645; pg. 
321)

Jesse and Mary Wal-
len to Jaquline Harris, 
Johnny Ray Harris (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 325)

Travis Cook to Sharon 
and Travis Cook (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 328)

John Justice, Linda 
Justice, Michael Stratton, 
Teresa Stratton to Edith 
Risner (Deeds Book 645; 
pg. 333)

Allen Turner, Karen 

(Deeds Book 645; pg. 
377)

Anna and Conley 
Johnson to Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet; 
easement (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 340)

Billy Bentley, Jessica 
Bentley, April Meadows, 
Danny Meadows to Kay-
tlynn and Stetson Ste-

phens; property at Wil-
son Creek (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 344)

Harold Newsome to 
Dalton Hamilton, Harold 
Newsome (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 356)

Connie J. Mathena to 
Christene Bonar, Henry 
Bonar (Deeds Book 645; 
pg. 360)

Barbara Lykens, Greg 
Lykens, Ronald Clark, ad-
ministrator, Vickie Rose 
to Ronald Clark (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 368)

Nora Clark, Nora Tish 
Clark, trustee/executor to 
Ernest and Kimberly Col-
lins (Deeds Book 645; pg. 
372)

Ballard Slone to Karen 
Slone, Ottis Slone (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 384)

Phillip Lewis, Timo-
thy Lewis, David Nelson, 
Lisa Nelson to Inez Lew-
is (Deeds Book 645; pg. 
391)

Teresa Taylor to 
Amber Chaney, Briteny 
Johnson; property at Tol-
er Creek (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 396)

CR 2018 LLC to David 
and Sarah Minix (Deeds 

Book 645; pg. 399)
Janie Tackett to 

Christina and Gary Tack-
ett (Deeds Book 645; pg. 
402)

Norman Hall to Gary 
Hall (Deeds Book 645; 
pg. 405)

Rental Mullins, Scott 
Mullins to Rental Mull-
ins, Scott Mullins (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 409)

-
tin Robinson (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 413)

MTGLO Investors 
to Jimmy Slone (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 425)

Christy and Scottie 
Branham to Common-
wealth of Kentucky; 
easement of property at 
Weeksbury (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 438)

Charlotte and Jerry T. 
Case to Genesis Property 
Investments; property at 
Lackey (Deeds Book 645; 
pg. 429)

Elmer Johnson to 
Christopher Martin 

(Deeds Book 645; pg. 
444)

Citizens Bank of Ken-
tucky to Billy J. Moore 
(Deeds Book 645; pg. 
447)

G&B Rental Inc. to 
Benny Wayne May (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 450)

Glenna Simpson to 
Mauricio Anzaldua, Mavis 
Anzaldua, Jordan Jones 
(Deeds Book 645; pg. 
453)

Angela Maynard, Bar-
ry Maynard, Angela Por-
ter Stevens to Mark and 
Misty Hurd (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 458)

Tommy McKinney to 
Jammie and Michael Sa-
lyer (Deeds Book 645; 
pg. 462)

Jeromey Workman 
to William Guess (Deeds 
Book 645; pg. 467)

Darvey and Opal 
Hamilton to Charles and 
Mary Sword (Deeds Book 
645; pg. 470)

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT 

A Johnson County 
woman is facing several 
charges, including lying 
under oath, identity theft 
and other allegations.

jury indicted Rebecca 
Ratliff, 37, of Hagerhill, 
last week, charging her 

theft of identify (both fel-
onies) and misdemeanor 
counts of theft by unlaw-
ful taking and public in-
toxication.

The indictment al-
leges that Ratliff stole 
items from Advanced 
Auto Parts on Oct. 16, 
2018, and she was also 
arrested for public intox-
ication that day. 

According to court 

documents, Prestonsburg 

Calhoun arrested Ratliff 
while investigating the 
alleged theft at the store 
that day. He reported in 
the citation that she was 
“acting extremely ner-
vous” and “sweating pro-
fusely.” He also reported 
in a post-arrest complaint 
that Ratliff lied about her 
identify to District Judge 

Jimmy Marcum. 
That citation alleges 

that Marcum placed Rat-
liff under oath and she 
stated that her name 
was Christina Mills, the 
same name Ratliff gave 
Calhoun during her initial 
arrest.

Both of the felony 
counts against Ratliff car-
ry penalties of between 

The indictment issued 
last week wasn’t the only 
recent indictment against 
her. 

Ratliff is scheduled to 
be sentenced on June 6 
in another case that was 

last year. In that case, 
she was charged with fel-
ony theft by deception for 
allegedly passing more 

than $2,300 in checks last 
-

ing the checks would not 
be honored. She was also 
previously indicted for 
similar allegations in Pike 
County alongside another 
Johnson County woman, 
Megan Stacy, of Swamp 
Branch.

Ratliff is scheduled to 
be arraigned on this new 
indictment on July 1. 

Johnson County resident indicted 
on perjury, other charges

Marriages, property transfers filed in Floyd
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A Floyd County grand 
jury issued an indictment 
last week against a man 
accused of using an elec-

tronic device to exploit a 
child.

The grand jury indict-
ed William Randolph, 29, 
of Martin, charging him 
with one count of prohib-
ited use of an electronic 

communications device 
system to procure a mi-
nor to commit a sexual 
offense. 

He allegedly used his 
cell phone to “procure or 
promote the use of a mi-

nor” between December 
2018 and January 2019, 
the indictment alleges.

The Class D felony 
carries a penalty of be-

The Kentucky State 

Police Electronic Crimes 
Branch arrested Ran-
dolph in February fol-
lowing an undercover 
Internet Crimes Against 
Children investigation. 
The KSP Electronic Crime 

Branch began the inves-
tigation after discovering 
the suspect had been 
communicating with a 
minor online, the KSP re-
ported.  Randolph will be 
arraigned on June 11. 

Martin resident indicted on 
child exploitation charge

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT 

A Floyd County cou-
ple was arrested last 
week for allegedly using 
a counterfeit bill.

According to docu-
-

trict Court, Prestonsburg 
residents Melissa Varney, 
47, and Kyle Ray Wad-
dles, 37, are each facing 

-
gree criminal possession 
of a forged instrument 
and theft by deception 
(cold checks).

Kelly Frasure of the 
Prestonsburg Police De-

warrants in the cases, al-
leging that on May 4, Var-
ney and Waddles used a 
counterfeit $100 bill to 
buy items at the Dollar 
General store. Varney 
and Waddles were ar-
rested on May 22.

The cases were re-
ferred to a Floyd County 
grand jury for consider-
ation on Tuesday. During 
the hearing, District 
Judge Eric Hall amended 
their bonds from $5,000 
cash to $2,500 partial-
ly-secured. He ordered 
them to undergo pre-trial 
monitoring. 

Couple arrested 
for allegedly using 

counterfeit bills

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT 

A Floyd county man 
is facing felony charges 
for allegedly growing 
marijuana. 

James Nicholas Blan-
kenship, 37, was arrested 
on May 24 and charged 
with cultivating marijua-

a felony, and two misde-
meanor charges: second- 
and third-degree pos-
session of a controlled 
substance and prescrip-
tion not in original con-
tainer.

Dusty Newsome of 
the Floyd County Sher-
iff’s Department report-

ed in the citation that he 
was conducting a safety 
checkpoint on Ky. 979 
when Blankenship al-
legedly approached the 
checkpoint with 25 mar-
ijuana plants in the back 
seat of the vehicle. 

Newsome, who was 
assisted by Deputy Jus-
tin Szymchack and Mar-

Holbrook, also allegedly 
found several pills in the 
vehicle, the citation says. 

Blankenship was ar-
raigned in Floyd District 
Court last week. District 
Judge Eric Hall scheduled 
a preliminary hearing in 
the case for June 3. 

Floyd resident arrested for 
allegedly growing marijuana
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Big Sandy Community and 
Technical College and the East 
Kentucky Science Center and 
Varia Planetarium will host a 
series of summer programs in 
June.

The science center 
launched “Drop-in for Science” 
last year, and that program will 
be offered again this year. It 
is open to children and fam-

ilies from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
every Wednesday from June 5 
through July 31. 

The “Drop-in for Science” 
activities are geared for fami-
lies and include hands-on ac-
tivities, demonstrations and 
planetarium shows. 

In addition to those pro-
grams, the science center is 
also offering several summer 
camps this year. 

Registration is required and 
lunch will be provided to camp-

ers in attendance.
The following camps will 

also be offered at the science 
center: 

“Spill Your Guts!” a camp for 

nine. Pathologist Dr. Uneeda 
Bryant from the University of 
Kentucky’s Diagnostic Labora-
tory will lead this camp, offer-
ing an animal lab for campers. 
The cost is $25 for members 
and $30 for non-members.

“Back to Basics,” a camp for stu-
dents in grades three through 

one that will help students “get 
back to basics with program-
ming and computation brought 

classic games, social interac-

The cost is $25 for members 
and $30 for non-members. 

p.m.: “Astronaut 101,” a two-

day camp for students in the 
fourth through sixth grade. 
Campers will learn what it 
takes to become an astronaut, 
observe moon rocks from the 
Johnson Space Center in Hous-
ton, Texas, learn how to build a 
rocket and other activities. The 
cost is $40 for members and 
$50 for non-members.

For more information, 
contact Pauletta Burke at, 

pburke0014@kctcs.edu

Science center offers summer camps
‘Drop-in for Science’ returns this year

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT

Eight educators from 
across Kentucky were named 
“All Stars” as part of the 

Stars program, including Jes-
sica Kiser of Allen Elementary 
School.

The KET Education All-Stars 

program honors educators who 
exemplify what it means to 
support student achievement 
through innovative and engag-
ing use of technology. Those 
chosen will receive paid regis-
tration and travel to the annual 
KET Multimedia Professional 
Development Day, scheduled 

Lexington. All-Stars will also 

enjoy opportunities to network 
and collaborate with the KET 
Education team throughout the 
school year.

Kiser, a preschool/Head 
Start teacher at Allen Elemen-

importance of early childhood 
educators when, as a parent, 
she witnessed her child’s expe-
rience in Head Start. 

She became a classroom 
assistant and furthered her 
education to become a Pre-
school/Head Start teacher. 

Through her partnership 
with KET, she continues to 
search for new and inventive 
ways to keep her young stu-
dents engaged through fun, 
hands-on learning.

For more than 50 years, 

KET has supported teacher 
and student success through 
technology. 

Members of the KET Edu-
cation team work with educa-
tors — from preschool to adult 
education — throughout the 
year to help make the most of 
KET resources and others to 
enhance classroom learning.

Floyd Early Childhood team honored 

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

A new location helped 
make opening day a suc-
cess for the Floyd County 
Farmer’s Market on Sat-
urday, May 25.

The market moved 
from its former location 
on South Lake Drive to 
the grounds of the Ken-
tucky Attorney General’s 

-
cated at the intersection 
of Ky. 114 and North Lake 
Drive. 

Vendors sold canned 
goods, jellies and jams, 
fresh breads, strawber-

-
lings and crafts at the 
market on Saturday. It 
was family day, offering 

children. 
The farmer’s market 

will continue to be held 
through August or Sep-
tember from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. every Saturday. Visi-

music and other events 
and activities throughout 
the year, including a spe-
cial “Christmas in July” 
day that’s being planned 
for the end of July. 

Floyd County Farm-
er’s Market board Pres-
ident Gary Gearheart 
encourages local resi-
dents who raise gardens 
to consider becoming 
a farmer’s market ven-
dor. He and his family 
sell vegetables and eggs 

they raise on their farm 
in Floyd County, as well 
as essential oils his wife 
offers through her busi-
ness. 

Nine vendors have 
signed up to sell items 
at the market this year, 
Gearheart said, and there 
is space for others to join.

“We have a new lo-
cation. We’re very excit-
ed about that location,” 
Gearheart said. “We just 
are looking for vendors 

-
tween the vendors and 
the people who come, so 
as long as there’s ven-
dors, people will come.” 

Johnson County 
farmer Benette How-
ard has been selling her 
canned goods and fresh 
produce at the Floyd 
County Farmer’s Mar-

She said customers re-
turn to her booth each 
year for her baked and 
canned goods, which in-
clude honey, sauerkraut, 
pickled corn and beans, 
beets, pickles, green to-
matoes, jellies and other 
items. She added a new 
paw paw jam this year 
and said her peas should 
be ready to sell at the 
market on June 1. 

She has farmed all of 
her life. 

“It’s just something 
I grew up doing with my 
family, and I enjoy doing 
it, so I just continue to 
do it,” she said. “It just 

seems to, both of my 
parents are gone, so it 
seems to make me closer 
to them, is one reason I 
do it.” 

Local farmers who 
want to become vendors 
at the farmer’s market 
must undergo a short 
training on food safety at 
the Floyd County Exten-

For details about the 

about future events at 
the farmer’s market, visit 
the organization’s Face-
book page. 

Floyd Chronicle and Times photos by Mary Meadows

Floyd Co. 
Farmer’s 

Market opens 



Together. 

We 
Rise. 

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT FOR WOMEN IN TECH POSITIONS

By: Carol Casebolt

Pikeville Medical Center (PMC) Chief Executive 
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-

the retirement of the former CEO, Blackburn be-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-

PMC NAMES CEO, DONOVAN BLACKBURN, THE NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS VICE PRESIDENT

Donovan Blackburn

-

-

-
ees enjoyed a day of entertainment, 

-

-

Williamson and most recently closed a deal on 

-
-

the addition of one of the state’s most advanced 

-

-
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-
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-
-

-

-
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-

health care since much of the direction comes 
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-

PMC IT Training Analysts, Donna Owens and Kelli Hall spoke to students at John I. Burton High School 
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Lady Golden Eagles win 15th Region crown
BY RANDY WHITE

REGIONAL SPORTS EDITOR

EASTERN — The 
fi eld wasn’t in the best 
condition due to rain 
earlier in the day, but 
Johnson Central pitcher 
Chloe VanHoose found 
her footing in the cir-
cle and led the Lady 
Golden Eagles to a 9-1 
win over Pike Central to 
claim the 15th Region 
championship.

VanHoose gave up 
one run on fi ve hits, 
while striking out 12 
Pike Central batters.

What about the of-
fense? 

Abby Fannin and 
the rest of the Lady 
Golden Eagles took 
care of business at the 
plate.

Fannin went three 
for four a homer, a 
double and three RBIs 
to lead Johnson Central 

at the plate. 
Johnson Central got 

going in the top of the 
fi rst. Alyssa Hedrick 
drew a walk with two 
outs. Fannin followed 
with an RBI double to 
give the Lady Golden 
Eagles an 1-0 lead.

The Lady Golden 
Eagles kept things go-
ing in the top of the 
second. Katelyn Fitch 
led off the inning with 
a double off the cen-

ter fi eld wall. After a 
sacrifi ce bunt, Chloe 
Lafferty followed with 
an RBI single. Claire 
Gamble followed with a 
bunt single. Alaina Cas-
tle added an RBI single 
to push the lead to 3-0.

VanHoose stepped 
to the plate and helped 
her own cause with an 
RBI single to push the 
lead to 4-0. Hedrick 
added a sacrifi ce fl y 
RBI to push the lead to 

5-0. Fannin added an 
RBI single as the Lady 
Golden Eagles’ lead 
grew to 6-0 going into 
the bottom of the sec-
ond.

Johnson Central 
added another run in 
the top of the third as 
Castle hit an RBI single 
to push the lead to 7-0.

In the bottom of 
the third, Pike Cen-

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Johnson Central’s Abby Fannin connects with a pitch against Pike Central Wednesday night in the 15th Region championship. Fannin had a big night at the plate 
going three for four with a home run, a double and three RBIs in the Lady Golden Eagles’ 9-1 win.

Lady Jaguars make progress 
in second season

BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

EASTERN — Floyd 
Central was a second 
half team during the 
2019 high school soft-
ball season. Under the 
direction of fi rst-year 
head coach Michelle 
Martin, who replaced 
Kevin Spurlock at the 
helm of the program, 
Floyd Central won nine 
of its last 12 games to 
fi nish with a 12-18 over-
all record.

The Lady Jaguars 
fi nished runner-up in 
the 58th District. Floyd 
Central’s latest cam-
paign included its fi rst 
trip to the 15th Region 
Softball Tournament. 

Upstart Floyd Cen-
tral compiled an 12-21 
record in its debut sea-
son in 2018. 

Floyd Central man-
aged to recover from a 
rocky start in its latest 
campaign. The Lady 
Jaguars opened the 

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Shortstop Katie Moore swings at a pitch. Moore is set 
to return for the Floyd Central softball team in 2020.

To watch the latest ep-
isode of the Bank On It 
podcast use your cam-
era phone to scan the QR 
Code above. Subscribe, 
like and comment the 
Bank On It podcats.See CROWN, Page 3B

Floyd Central shows 
improvement in latest campaign

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Pitcher/shortstop Matt Combs delivers a pitch to home plate earlier this sea-
son. Combs is among the top players due back for Floyd Central in the 2020 high
school baseball season.

BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

EASTERN — Floyd 
Central broke through 
during the 2019 high 
school baseball sea-
son. The Shawn Hag-

er-coached Jaguars 
managed to fi nish run-
ner-up in the 58th Dis-
trict and advance to the 
15th Region Baseball 
Tournament, both for 
the fi rst time in school 
history. 

Floyd Central, 
one of eight teams 
to compete in the re-
cently-completed 15th 
Region Baseball Tour-
nament, concluded the 

See CAMPAIGN, Page 4B

See LADY, Page 3B
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Senator Johnny Ray Turner’s Fight Fore MS
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

P R E S T O N S B U R G 
— Senator Johnny Ray 
Turner will hold his 17th 
Annual Fight Fore MS at 
StoneCrest Golf Course 
on June 14.

Preregistration for 
the event is underway. 
Registration for Sena-
tor Johnny Ray Turner’s 
Fight Fore MS will be held 
at 9:00 a.m. on the morn-
ing of the event. 

Senator Johnny Ray 
Turner continues to help 

in the fi ght against Multi-
ple Sclerosis.

MS is a chronic, un-
predictable neurological 
disease that affects the 
central nervous system. 
It is not contagious and 
is not directly inherit-
ed. Most suffering from 
MS have a normal or 
near-normal life expec-
tancy. The majority of 
people with MS do not be-
come severely disabled. 
There are now FDA-ap-
proved medications that 
have been shown to 
modify or slow down the 

underlying course of MS. 
Breakfast, snacks 

and dinner will be provid-
ed during Senator Johnny 
Ray Turner’s Fight Fore 
MS. The event will in-
clude door prizes, prizes 
for the longest drive and 
closest to the pin as well 
as putting and chipping 
contests. 

The event will be a 
captain’s choice scram-
ble. Each player will hit 
a tee shot. The team 
will choose the best tee 
shot and each player will 
hit from within one club 

length of that position. If 
the selected shot is locat-
ed in the rough, sand or 
hazard, next shots must 
be played from within the 
rough, sand or hazard. 
Play will continue until 
the ball is holed out. One 
score will be recorded for 
the team.

For more information 
on Senator Johnny Ray 
Turner’s Fight Fore MS, 
including access to a reg-
istration form, visit 

https://www.jrt4ms.
com/Tournament-Infor-
mation.html

Senator Johnny Ray 
Turner’s Fight Fore MS 
will be held at StoneCrest 
Golf Course on June 14.

photo courtesy of 
Senator Johnny Ray Turner’s 

Fight Fore MS

BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

PRESTONSBURG - The Floyd County Cal Ripken 
Baseball & Softball League has crowned its 2019 Pitch 
Hit & Run Champions. 

Winners from the local Pitch Hit & Run competi-
tion will be honored at the Floyd County Cal Ripken 
Baseball & Softball League’s end-of-season pool party 
on Thursday, June 6.

Cruiz Clark turned in the top performance during 
the Floyd County Cal Ripken Baseball & Softball 
League’s 2019 Pitch Hit & Run event, sweeping top 
honors in the 7 year old division. 

The Floyd County Cal Ripken Baseball & Softball 
League’s 2019 Pitch Hit & Run Champions follow:
3-4 Year Old Division
Hit Champion - Greyson Holbrook
Pitch Champion - Chase Skeens
Run Champion - Hudson Hansford
5-6 Year Old Division 
Hit Champion - Kaiden Bertling
Pitch Champion - Bryson Howerton
Run Champion - Rilynn Welch
7-8 Year Old Division
Hit Champion - Cruiz Clark
Pitch Champion - Cruiz Clark
Run Champion - Cruiz Clark
9-10 Year Old Division
Hit Champion (Tie) - Khenan Welch, Christian Click
Pitch Champion - Wyatt Patton
Run Champion - Christian Click 
11-12 Year Old Division
Hit Champion - Bryce Holbrook
Pitch Champion - Bryce Holbrook
Run Champion - Keegan Prince

Floyd County 
Pitch Hit and 

Run champions 
crowned

courtesy photo

Cruiz Clark, pictured with his father, John Clark, 
swept the local Pitch Hit & Run competition in his age 
division.
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2019 high school soft-
ball season 0-12 af-
ter dropping games to 
Hazard, Perry County 
Central, Morgan Coun-
ty, Knott Central, East 
Ridge, Jackson City, 
Belfry, Lawrence Coun-
ty and Sheldon Clark. 

But Floyd Central 
eventually got going. 

Floyd Central swept 
county rival Betsy Layne 
and Prestonsburg in 
a pair of 58th District 
two-game series during 
the 2019 regular-sea-
son. The Lady Jaguars 
beat Betsy Layne in 
the opening round of 
the 58th District Soft-
ball Tournament prior 
to fi nishing runner-up 
to reigning champion 
Lawrence County. 

Johnson Central 
ended Floyd Central’s 
2019 season in the 
opening round of the 
15th Region Softball 
Tournament, shutting 
out the Lady Jaguars 
10-0 in fi ve innings.

One of the area’s 
top high school soft-
ball programs, Johnson 
Central defeated Pike 
County Central 9-1 in 
the 15th Region Softball 
Tournament title game 
at Floyd Central High 
School on Wednesday.

Floyd Central’s sec-
ond softball season in-
cluded additional wins 
over Buckhorn, Ma-
goffi n County, Jenkins, 
Cordia and Sheldon 
Clark. The Lady Jag-
uars managed to out-
score opponents 232-
198 during the 2019 
season.  

Several players 
emerged as leaders for 
the Floyd Central soft-
ball program during 
its second campaign. 
Floyd Central is due to 
welcome back most of 
its players for the 2020 
season. 

LADY
Continued From Page 1B

tral scored its only run 
of the game. Skylar 
Stumbo hit a bunt sin-
gle to get on. Sydnee 
Lowe followed with a 
walk. Kayleigh Thomas 
reached on an error to 
score Stumbo and cut 
the lead to 7-1. 

In the top of the 
fourth, Fannin hit a 
solo home run to push 
the lead to 8-1. 

Castle also went 

three for four with a 
double and two RBIs 
for the Lady Golden 
Eagles. Lafferty added 
a pair of hits for the 
Lady Golden Eagles.

Stumbo lead the 
way for Pike Central at 
the plate going three 
for four and scoring 
the Lady Hawks’ only 
run. Bailey Birchfi eld 
and Abby Huffman also 
got hits for the Lady 
Hawks.

Thomas suffered 
the loss for the Lady 
Hawks. 

Pike Central fi n-

ished the season with 

an 18-20 record, the 

60th District champi-

onship and their only 

trip to the 15th Region 

championship game in 

school history.

Johnson Central 

(24-15) advances to 

the KHSAA Fast Pitch 

Softball State Tourna-

ment Semi-State 8 Sat-

urday against Ashland 

at Kentucky Christian 

University.

CROWN
Continued From Page 1B

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Johnson Central pitcher Chloe VanHoose delivers a pitch to home plate against 
Pike Central Wednesday night in the 15th Region championship.

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Johnson Central’s Alaina Castle talks to coach Phillip Estep Wednesday night during the 15th 
Region Tournament at Floyd Central.



The May stop of the 
Monster Energy NASCAR 
Cup Series at Charlotte 
not only brings two con-
secutive weekends of 
racing but also the an-
nouncement of the new-
est class of NASCAR’s 
Hall of Fame inductees. 
The NASCAR Hall of 

Fame is the newest of 
the professional sports’ 
Hall of Fame but it has 
wasted very little time 
in enshrining a collection 
of not only the greatest 
drivers in the sport but 
also those individuals 
that have played a huge 
role in elevating the sport 

to the lofty level that it 
now enjoys.

Tony Stewart was 
considered a lock to be 
voted in this year in his 
fi rst year of eligibility as 
he won three Monster 
Energy NASCAR Cup 
Series championships 
with the fi rst two being 

earned while he was driv-
ing for Joe Gibbs Racing.  
His last title came after 
he left JGR to join Gene 
Haas in forming Stew-
art-Haas Racing.  He 
collected 49 wins in his 
career and is still high-
ly visible in the sport as 
SHR fi elds four teams in 
the series.  He led the 
fi eld of inductees as he 
was named on 88% of 
the 57 ballots cast.

Joining Stewart in 
the class of 2020 is his 
former owner Joe Gibbs.  
Besides winning two ti-
tles with Stewart in the 
MENCS, he has also col-
lected titles with Bobby 
Labonte and Kyle Busch.  
The win Saturday night 
at Charlotte in the Co-
ca-Cola 600 by his driver 
Martin Truex Jr. was the 
165th win for JGR.  He 
now has the distinction 
of being a member of 
two major Hall of Fames 
as he has been inducted 
into the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame after a career 
in which he won three 
Super Bowls as head 
coach of the Washington 
Redskins.

Bobby Labonte will 
also be joining his former 
owner Gibbs as a mem-
ber of the 2020 class af-
ter being elected in his 
third year on the ballot.  
His not only has a MENCS 
title but he also collected 
an Xfi nity Series title.  He 
won 21 races during his 
career and has stayed 
active in the sport as a 
TV commentator.

Most of today’s 
MENCS fans will remem-
ber Buddy Baker for the 
humor and great story 
telling that he brought 
to the sport as a TV and 
radio personality but it 
was what he did behind 
the wheel of a race car 
that earned him a spot 
in the HOF class of 2020.  
Baker won 19 races but 
it was where he collect-
ed the victories that set 
him apart as a driver.  He 
won two races at Day-

tona with one of them 
being the 1980 Daytona 
500.  His love of speed 
also showed at Tallade-
ga where he posted four 
wins on the high banked 
superspeedway.  His win 
total also includes four 
wins at Charlotte and 
two at Darlington, a track 
that may be the toughest 
in all of the sport to claim 
a checkered fl ag. 

The fi fth member of 
the Class of 2020 is crew 
chief and engine builder 
Waddell Wilson.  His ca-
reer as a crew chief in-
cludes three wins in the 
Daytona 500 with Buddy 
Baker (1980) and two 
with Cale Yarborough 
(1983, 84).  His career as 
an engine builder alone 
was worthy enough to 
gain entry into the HOF 
as his engines collected 
109 checkered fl ags and 
sat on the pole for 123 
races. 

PIT NOTES: Sun-
day’s night running of the 
Coca-Cola 600 at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway at-
tracted one of the largest 
crowds in recent years 
and they were treated to 
some of the best racing 
of the year which is good 
news for NASCAR. The 
new rules package intro-
duced at the beginning 
of the season was in part 
implemented to make 
the racing better on the 
mile and a half tracks like 
Charlotte that makes up 
so much of the MENCS 
schedule.  The close rac-
ing that we saw over the 
weekend will not matter 
when the series makes 
its return visit to Char-
lotte in the fall as that 
race will be conducted on 
the track’s road course/
oval that is known as a 
Roval. It produced one of 
the best races on the en-
tire schedule last season 
and is one of the most 
anticipated races still left 
on the schedule
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NASCAR Hall of Fame Class of 2020

Steve Mickey
Racin’

2019 season 13-19. Af-
ter fi nishing runner-up 
to Lawrence County in 
the 58th District, Floyd 
Central fell to Johnson 
Central in the opening 
round of the 15th Re-
gion Baseball Tourna-
ment. However, Floyd 
Central managed to 
push Johnson Central 
throughout the region 
tournament matchup. 

Floyd Central 
showed a vast amount 
of improvement after 
concluding its inau-
gural season 9-22 in 
2018. The Jaguars lost 
to Lawrence County 
during the initial round 
of the 2018 58th Dis-
trict Baseball Tourna-
ment. 

The Jaguars swept 
58th District foes Betsy 
Layne and Prestons-
burg during the 2019 
season.  Floyd Central’s 
latest campaign includ-
ed wins over Magoffi n 
County, Phelps, Breath-
itt County, Pike County 
Central, Tolsia (W.Va.), 
Leslie County and Per-

ry Central. The Jaguars 
put together four dif-
ferent winning streaks.

Prior to fi nishing 
runner-up to Lawrence 
County, Floyd Central 
knocked off Prestons-
burg in the opening 
round of the 58th Dis-
trict Baseball Tourna-
ment. 

Lawrence Coun-
ty captured the 2019 
15th Region baseball 
title, defeating nemesis 
Johnson Central 12-7 
in the championship 
game on Tuesday. 

Opponents out-
scored Floyd Central 
196-167 during the 
2019 high school base-
ball season. Still, Floyd 
Central showed im-
provement offensively. 

Floyd Central is due 
to fi eld an experienced 
squad in 2020. Numer-
ous veteran players 
are poised to return 
for Floyd Central in the 
2020 high school base-
ball season. 

CAMPAIGN
Continued From Page 1B
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Smart spending and saving habits will
determine how well your year goes. You can
think big, but don't buy into someone else's
plans. Do only what you can afford and what
will bring you the highest returns. What you
want matters, so please yourself and live life
your way.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Deal with
issues that need to be addressed. Look over
personal papers and consider your options
regarding health concerns. An intelligent,
practical solution will put your mind at ease. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Today is all
about give and take. Patterns will develop that
will help you ease into whatever is best for
you. Go with the flow.  

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Be careful how
you treat others. Your actions will be noticed
and could influence the outcome of a decision
that will affect your position, reputation or sta-
tus. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Don't rely on
what others say; rely on your skills and what
you know you can accomplish. Concentrate on
using your attributes to benefit yourself as well
as others. Romance is highlighted.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Gather facts
and be ready to straighten out anyone who
offers false information. Know what and who
you are up against, and intelligently deal with
controversy. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) --
Partnerships can make a difference. Nurture
your connection with people who bring out the
best in you to discover how great you can be
and how far you can go. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) --
Protect your home, possessions and personal
information against theft. Someone will not be

completely honest with you. Don't overreact,
but do know when to say no. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) --
Activities and events will bring you together
with loved ones, and respect will encourage
closer relationships. Open your doors, host an
event or make positive changes at home.
Romance is encouraged.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Size up a
situation before you take action. Make sure
that whatever you decide to do benefits you
and your loved ones. Protect what means the
most to you.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- A call for
help will lead to a new beginning. Get togeth-
er with people who motivate and inspire you,
not with those who encourage bad habits. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Spend time
with people who understand you or get what
you are trying to do. Don't let negativity, criti-
cism and complaints stand between you and
your objective. Follow your heart. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- If you share
your feelings, you'll resolve personal issues.
You have plenty to gain if you make a focused
effort to promote better health and physical
stamina. Romance is featured.

+

ACROSS
1 Like a pancake
5 Use bath powder
9 Pony’s gait
13 Neighbor of Molokai
14 Desk-drawer item
15 All mammals have it
16 Constantly
17 Languor
18 Eric of — “Monty Python” fame
19 Dances from Brazil
21 Get nosy
22 Outward appearance
23 Holy image
25 Tern or albatross
27 Bored
31 RSVP word
32 Wingtip
33 Prez’s stand-in
35 Name in tractors
39 Husk
40 Proceeded slowly
42 Roman sun god
43 Bundle of grain
46 Harvard rival
47 Energy source
48 Sort
50 Rapid-fire
52 Steakhouse order

56 Leave a mark
57 Pennsylvania port
58 Above, to poets
60 Raised the lid
64 Parent
65 Bound by oath
67 Unseen emanation
68 Till
69 Military hats
70 Latch on to
71 Not the least bit nice
72 Coast downhill
73 Otherwise

DOWN
1 Celts, to Romans
2 Volcanic rock
3 Beg pardon!
4 Power-plant spinner
5 Hassle a debtor
6 Longest arm bone
7 “The Cat in the Hat” author
8 Kids’ wheels
9 Sewing kit item
10 Half diameters
11 Persian Gulf craft
12 Vogue
14 Willpower
20 — in the hole

24 Down and out
26 Pitch in
27 Recipe amts.
28 Oops! (hyph.)
29 Knot
30 Ballerina painter
34 Animal skins
36 Is, in Madrid
37 Tree’s anchor
38 A Muppet
41 Minor clergy
44 Plane part
45 Ziegfeld nickname
47 Measure of land
49 Mall booths
51 Gown’s go-with
52 Vaccine
53 Papas or Cara
54 Lasso
55 Stair post
59 Hawser
61 — and void
62 Aphrodite’s child
63 Noblewoman
66 Free of 

TODAY’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE

TODAY’S SUDOKU PUZZLE

HOW

TO

PLAY:

• Each column 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

• Each row has to 

have numbers 1 

to 9

• Each 3x3 Box 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

GRIZZWELLS

FRANK & ERNEST

THATABABY

BORN LOSER

BIG NATE

All answers are in today’s edition

ARLO & JANIS

DAILY

ASTROGRAPH
by Eugenia Last



Automotive

CASH FOR
CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk,

high-end, totaled
– it doesn’t mat-
ter! Get free tow-

ing and same
day cash!

NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-
833-258-7036

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO

HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day

Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free

Towing, All
Paperwork Taken

Care Of. CALL
1-866-713-1593

GOT AN OLDER
CAR, VAN OR
SUV? Do the
humane thing.
Donate it to the

Humane Society.
Call 1-855-443-

0865

DONATE YOUR
CAR FOR

BREAST CAN-
CER! Help

United Breast
Cancer

Foundation edu-
cation, preven-
tion, & support

programs.  FAST
FREE PICKUP -

24 HR
RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUC-
TION  1-877-

624-2030

Business
Services

HughesNet
Satellite Internet

FOR BUSI-
NESS. 25mbps

for just
$69.99/mo!  Get

More Data
FREE Off-Peak

Data. Built-in
WiFi for wireless
devices. FREE

Standard
Installation.

CALL 1-855-893-
3174

Cable/Utilities

DIRECTV NOW.

No Satellite
Needed.

$40/month. 65
Channels.

Stream Breaking
News, Live

Events, Sports &
On Demand

Titles. No Annual
Contract. No
Commitment.

CALL 1-833-743-
7168

°DIRECTV Te
Trae El Mejor

F'tbol De Mèxico
por Univision!
Paquete ìM·s
ULTRAî, Todo

IncluÌdo$45.00/
mes, m·s

impuestos.
Incluye M·s de
240 canales!

Llame al Òumero
844-411-6558

DISH TV -
$59.99/month for

190 channels.
$100 Gift Card
with Qualifying
Service! Free

premium chan-
nels (Showtime,
Starz, & more)
for 3 months.
Voice remote

included.
Restrictions

apply, call for
details.  Call 1-
855-303-4767

DISH TV $59.99
For 190

Channels
$14.95 High

Speed Internet.
Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR
Included, Free
Voice Remote.

Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-
855-633-4574

DIRECTV &
AT&T. 155

Channels &
1000s of

Shows/Movies

On Demand
(w/SELECT

Package.) AT&T
Internet 99

Percent
Reliability.Unlimit
ed Texts to 120

Countries
w/AT&T

Wireless. Call 4
FREE Quote
CALL 1- 866-

292-5435.

Cellular

Get a SMART-
PHONE for $0
DOWN* with

AT&T Next® and
AT&T Next Every
Year® $250 Gift

Card for
Switching to

AT&T! (*Reqs
well-qualified

credit. Limits &
restrs apply.)  1-
866-478-8859

Financial
Services

ATTENTION ALL
HOMEOWNERS

in jeopardy of
foreclosure? We

can help stop

your home from
foreclosure The

Foreclosure
Defense helpline

can help save
your home. The
Call is absolutely
free 1-800-758-

4070

REDUCE IRS
TAX Debt!

Resolve Back
Taxes! Stop
Penalties &

Interest! Stop
Garnishments!
100% FREE

Consultation Call
Now 1-855-398-

3085

70 YEARS OLD,
kids are grown.
Still need your
life insurance?

Or is a big LIFE
SETTLEMENT
CASH PAYOUT
smarter? Call

Benefit Advance.
1-855-419-5973
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TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

TO OUR READERS

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diately and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

FOR SALE

NNNNEEEEEEEEDDDD    EEEEXXXXTTTTRRRRAAAA
CCCCAAAASSSSHHHH???? Run a 
Classified Ad. 
They Work!
Call (800)539-
4054 Today!

APARTMENTS-
UNFURNISHED

FFFFIIIIRRRRSSSSTTTT    
MMMMOOOONNNNTTTTHHHH    FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE

starting at 
$750.00 2BR 2-
1/2BA, garage 
with washer/dryer 
hookup, stove and 
refrigerator in-
cluded. Check us 
out on facebook at 
MAP Properties 
apartments with 
pictures of units 
included! If inter-
ested call 606-
432-4653 or text 
606-794-1463

BBBB RRRR AAAA NNNN HHHH AAAA MMMM     
HHHH EEEE IIII GGGG HHHH TTTT SSSS
AAAAPPPPTTTTSSSS.... Wheel-
wright KY is  ac-
cepting applica-
tions for 1BR 
a p a r t m e n t s .  
( 6 0 6 ) 4 5 2 - 4 7 7 7  
Monday- Wednes-
day 8am - 4pm.

2222BBBBRRRR    DDDDUUUUPPPPLLLLEEEEXXXX,,,,    
CCCC EEEE NNNN TTTT RRRR AAAA LLLL
heat/air, total 
electric. Close to 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
Call 606-886-9007 
or 606-889-9747.

HOUSES FOR RENT

HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE    FFFFOOOORRRR    
RRRREEEENNNNTTTT:::: 2BR, 2BA, 
city limits. 
$575/mo. plus 
$575 deposit. Call 
606-226-0725 or 
606-889-9265.

HOUSES FOR RENT

HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE    FFFFOOOORRRR    
RRRREEEENNNNTTTT FOR 
COMMERCIAL
OR RESIDEN-
TIAL PURPOS-
ES: Newly remod-
eled 3 bedroom 
house for rent. Lo-
cated in a nice, 
quiet neighbor-
hood in the Mar-
tin, Ky. area with 
family room, liv-
ing room, dining 
room, kitchen, 1 
and 1/2 baths and 
plenty of closet 
space; central air 
and heat; and out-
side storage build-
ing. The house 
has a blacktop 
driveway and 
parking area. 
Front porch with 
nice view. $750.00 
per month plus 
utilities. Lawn 
mowing and weed 
eating services 
are also included 
in the rental fee. 
Must furnish ref-
erences. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
please call 606-
285-9112.

CCCCUUUUTTTTEEEE    2222BBBBRRRR    
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE central 
heat/air located 
on US 23  be-
tween Pikeville 
and Prestonsburg. 
No pets. $500 plus 
deposit.  859-533-
7173

3333BBBBRRRR,,,,    1111BBBBAAAA
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE ffffoooorrrr    rrrreeeennnntttt....
Carport, large 
yard. Located be-
tween Prestons-
burg and Paints-
ville. Call 606-
886-9007 or 606-
889-9747.

HOUSES FOR SALE

HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE
FFFFOOOORRRR    SSSSAAAALLLLEEEE

3333----4444BBBBRRRR,,,,    2222BBBBAAAA,,,,    al-
most new, storm 
shelter, wooded 
lot, beautiful 
neighborhood, se-
cluded but close to 
Prestonsburg. Of-
fers considered. 
889-0199

HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE    PPPPLLLLUUUUSSSS    
NNNNIIIINNNNEEEE AAAACCCCRRRREEEESSSS. 
Finance Hollow 
Martin, 2BR, 
1BA.  859-333-
3155

LIVESTOCK

FFFFOOOORRRR    SSSSAAAALLLLEEEE
Chickens, 4 wks. 
+. Blue Laced, 
Pullets and Roos. 
$ 6 . 0 0 / $ 4 . 0 0 .  
McDowell, KY. 
Call 606-262-5703

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY

TTTTHHHHEEEE    HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSIIIINNNNGGGG    
AAAAUUUUTTTTHHHHOOOORRRRIIIITTTTYYYY of 
Floyd County has 
an immediate 
opening for a full-
time maintenance 
person. 
Pay commiserate 
with experience. 
Excellent benefits 
package. Appli-
cants must have a 
valid Kentucky 
Driver's License, 
a High School Di-
ploma, or G.E.D. 
Knowledge and 
experience of gen-
eral apartment 
and grounds 
maintenance pre-
ferred.  Applica-
tions must be 
completed in per-
son at the Central 
Office located at 
Warco Apart-
ments, 402 John 
M. Stumbo Drive, 
Langley, KY. On 
Highway 80, out-
side Martin, KY. 
Between the 
hours of 10:00AM 
and 4:00PM 
weekdays, Wed-
nesdays 10:00AM 
to NOON only. No 
phone calls. 
The Housing Au-

thority of Floyd 
County is an 
equal opportunity 
employer.

LEGALS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIICCCC
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

JJJJ&&&&LLLL Garage, lo-
cated at 1428 
South 122, Mar-
tin, Kentucky, has 
in their posses-
sion a towed 1995 
Chevy K1500, Vin 
#2GCEK19K1511
57330,  owned by 
Ricky S,. Wehunt, 
PO Box 1086, 
Harold, Kentucky, 
41635. Said vehi-
cle will be sold 
due to nonpay-
ment of storage 
bill on June 14, 
2019.

LLLLEEEEGGGGAAAALLLL NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE
IIII,,,,    JJJJEEEENNNNNNNNIIIIFFFFEEEERRRR    
BBBBUUUURRRRKKKKEEEE    EEEELLLL----
LLLLIIIIOOOOTTTTTTTT,,,, a duly li-
censed attorney 
practicing in 
Floyd County, 
Kentucky, have 
been appointed by 
the Floyd Circuit 
Court as Warning 
Order attorney for 
the Unknown 
Spouse of Alice 
Robinson.  The 
Order is to notify 
the Unknown 
Spouse of Alice 
Robinson that a 
legal action has 
been brought 

LEGALS

against her/him, 
the same being 
FFFFllllooooyyyydddd    CCCCiiiirrrrccccuuuuiiiitttt    
CCCCoooouuuurrrrtttt,,,,    DDDDiiiivvvviiiissssiiiioooonnnn    
IIIIIIII,,,,    CCCCiiiivvvviiiillll    AAAAccccttttiiiioooonnnn    
NNNNoooo....    11119999----CCCCIIII----
000000000000222244441111....
Notice is hereby 
given to the Un-
known Spouse of 
Alice Robinson 
that his/her fail-
ure to respond to 
the Complaint 
could result in a 
default judgment 
being awarded. 
As Warning Order 
Attorney, a re-
sponse must be 
filed within fifty 
(50) days of the 
filing of the Com-
plaint.

JJJJEEEENNNNNNNNIIIIFFFFEEEERRRR    
BBBBUUUURRRRKKKKEEEE    

EEEELLLLLLLLIIIIOOOOTTTTTTTT
AAAAttttttttoooorrrrnnnneeeeyyyy    aaaatttt

LLLLaaaawwww
111100007777    SSSS    AAAArrrrnnnnoooolllldddd    

AAAAvvvveeeennnnuuuueeee
PPPPrrrreeeessssttttoooonnnnssssbbbbuuuurrrrgggg,,,,    

KKKKeeeennnnttttuuuucccckkkkyyyy    44441111666655553333
((((666600006666))))    888888886666----9999999933337777

RRRREEEEQQQQUUUUEEEESSSSTTTT    FFFFOOOORRRR    
AAAARRRRCCCCHHHHIIIITTTTEEEECCCCTTTT////
EEEENNNNGGGGIIIINNNNEEEEEEEERRRR
PPPPRRRROOOOPPPPOOOOSSSSAAAALLLL,,,,    

((((RRRRFFFFPPPP))))    
The Housing Au-
thority of Floyd 
County is request-
ing proposals 
(RFP) from Archi-
tects for a mod-
ernization proj-
ects funded by the 
Department of 
Housing and Ur-
ban Development. 
Interested firms 
should respond 
with a letter of in-
terest by 4 pm lo-
cal time, Monday 
June 7, 2019. 
Upon receipt of 
your intent, a 
packet of docu-
ments will be 
sent, containing 
pertinent infor-
mation and forms 
needed to submit 
your proposal.
Final proposals 
must be received 
at the office of the 
Floyd County 
Housing Authori-
ty by 4:00 pm lo-
cal time, Monday, 
July 1, 2019, in 
order to be consid-
ered.  
Please address 
your letter of in-
tent to Harry L
Bennett, Capital 
Funds Coordina-
tor, Housing Au-
thority of Floyd 
County, 402 John 
M Stumbo Drive, 
Langley, KY 
41645, fax 
6 0 6 . 2 8 5 . 3 8 3 5 ,  
email:    project-
cod2002@gmail.co
m

Statewides



CROSSRIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH

9239 Ky Rte 122, Minnie

Phone: (606) 377-2560 � Facebook: CrossRidge

Pastor Steve Richardson

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 10 a.m.

Worship – 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS

Service – 7 p.m.

FAITH REVELATION MINISTRIES

62 South Harkens Avenue, Prestonsburg

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 10 a.m.

Worship – 11:15 a.m

THURSDAYS

Bible Study – 7 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALLEN

354 US Hwy 23 North, Allen

606-874-9468

Pastor Tim Searcy

SUNDAYS

Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.

Services – 10:45 a.m & 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS

Service – 7 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH (IRENE COLE MEMORIAL)

157 S. Front Street, Prestonsburg

606-886-8681

Pastor Thomas R. Biddle

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

Worship – 11 a.m & 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS

Bible Study – 6:00 p.m.

OTHER

Baptist Learning Center (1–5 years) Monday–Friday 7 

a.m. – 5:15 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF PRESTONSBURG

660 North Arnold Avenue, Prestonsburg

Minister Kevin G. Jett

SUNDAYS

Morning Worship – 11 a.m.

Sunday School/Junior Church – 11:30 a.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1430 North Lake Drive, Prestonsburg

(606) 886-2214

Rev. Dr. Stephen A. Sanders

fi rstpresky@gmail.com

SUNDAYS

Bible Study for Adults: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School for Children:  10:00 a.m.

Worship:  11:00 a.m.

HAROLD CHURCH OF CHRIST

Beside Harold Primary Care, Harold

Phone: 606-438-2251 � 606-477-1407

Minister Willie Meade

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.

Worship – 11 a.m & 6 p.m.

Youth Group – 5 p.m.

Local church directory
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 The faces appeared 

before us, one after an-

other. Soldiers. Airmen. 

Sailors. Privates. Corpo-

rals. Sergeants. Pilots. It 

was a small gesture from 

our church to honor those 

who served and have 

gone on before us. Some 

of them I knew, but most 

I didn’t. Their names ap-

peared along with infor-

mation about their service. 

Some merely mentioned 

the branch of military and 

years of service. Some 

were more detailed with 

battles, ranks, awards, 

etc.

 My grandfather, Edgar 

Nunley, served in World 

War II. I know he was in 

the Navy and stationed in 

the Pacifi c. He would not 

talk about the war, so I 

don’t have any fi rst-hand 

facts from him. I know 

two things about his time 

enlisted. The fi rst, he was 

once in New York City. 

The second, he bought 

cigarettes, smuggled 

them on the ship under-

neath the legs of his pants 

and resold them to fellow 

sailors. Those two items 

were only mentioned on 

one occasion. 

 I don’t know what my 

grandfather did, what his 

rank was or what years he 

served. The little informa-

tion I have, I gathered from 

photos he had. There’s a 

photo of him in what ap-

pears to be a military year-

book. His station in the 

Pacifi c is an assumption 

on my part. He had a pho-

to of a ship. The writing on 

the photo states the ship 

was stationed in the Pacif-

ic. His one phrase about 

signing up to go into com-

bat was saying it was the 

stupidest thing he’d ever 

done. I often wondered 

why he said that. When I 

think of those in the mili-

tary, I think of their bravery 

and their sacrifi ce. I don’t 

consider fi ghting for your 

country to be something 

that’s stupid. I often won-

der what happened during 

his time in war? What did 

he see? What did he en-

dure? But I’ll never know. 

He wouldn’t say and in-

stead carried the haunting 

images within, never shar-

ing.

 God only knows what 

our servicemen and wom-

en have seen in war. The 

atrocities. Death. Unbe-

lievable hardships. People 

being tortured. Children 

used to lure soldiers. Diffi  -
cult on-the-spot decisions 

that have to be made. I 

simply can’t fathom what 

they go through. It’s be-

yond me. I would never be 

able to go through, must 

less survive, what they 

have endured. I respect 

our military for their abil-

ity to do so. To sacrifi ce 

so much – family, friends, 

even life itself – in order 

to protect this great land 

and our freedoms. I know 

you’ve heard it before, 

but freedom is not free. 

Over one million men and 

women have died for it. As 

the quote says, “All gave 

some. Some gave all.” Its 

a sobering thought of what 

they’ve been through.

 I can never know the 

hardships our servicemen 

and women have faced, 

both physically and men-

tally. But I thank you for 

your service. I thank you 

for your dedication and 

sacrifi ce to serving this 

great land. I thank you for 

being the reason the Unit-

ed States of America is 

“the land of the free and 

the home of the brave.”   

Our gracious and 

Heavenly Father, I pray 

for our servicemen and 

women. I pray for those 

who have served in the 

past. May you help them 

and their families deal with 

the aftermath of war. May 

you bless them and guide 

them. May you be with our 

current servicemen and 

women. May you keep 

them safe from danger. 

May you place your pro-

tective hand upon them. 

May you lead them home 

safely. May you be with 

their families as they are 

deployed and give them 

peace. Lord, I pray our 

military leaders look to 

you for guidance. I pray 

they seek your face and try 

to do your will, not theirs. 

May you direct them in the 

way they should go. May 

you bless all our service-

men and women who have 

served and are now serv-

ing. May they look to you 

and realize that you are in 

control of all things. In Je-

sus’ name I pray. Amen.

Thank you for your service

BY JAMI E BECKETT

CHRONI CLE & TI MES

Edgar Nunley

U.S. Navy

United (Deluxe)

by Newsboys 

Genre: Pop/Rock

Clean

by Adam Crabb

Genre: Country/

Southern Gospel

Fear

by Citizens

Genre: Alternative / 

Praise & Worship

Fear No More

by The Afters

Genre:  Pop/Rock

Breakthrough

by Battledrums

Genre: Praise & 

Worship

What Happened 

Was...

by PoetiCS & KJ-52

Genre: Rap/Urban

Better

by Stars Go Dim

Genre: Pop/Rock

May album releases

More Like Jesus

by Jonathan Cain

Genre: AC/Inspo 

Be proactive, 
not pro-anxious

“Go to the ant, you 

sluggard; consider its 

ways and be wise! It 

has no commander, no 

overseer or ruler, yet it 

stores its provisions in 

summer and gathers its 

food at harvest.” 

Proverbs 6:6-8 NIV

B
eing proact ive 

entai ls creating 

or controlling a 

situation by causing 

something to happen

rather than waiting for it to 

happen and then reacting 

to it. In this context, 

“proactive” is usually 

contrasted with “reactive,” 

and we are often open to 

the criticism that we should 

be more proactive. Knowing 

that your car is having 

problems, the proactive 

response would be to 

make the repairs ahead of 

time rather than waiting 

for your car to break down 

on the side of the road. 

When thinking about the 

future, it is common for us 

to worry about events that 

may or may not happen, 

and thus we are often “pro-

anxious,” when we might 

be proactive. Anxiety can 

serve a useful purpose in 

our lives; it has been aptly 

described as an alarm 

which warns us of danger. 

When we have legitimate 

anxieties, it is like the 

smoke alarm telling us that 

something is burning, but 

when we have anxiety over 

nothing, that is like the false 

alarm when nothing is on 

fire. When the anxieties 

are real, it is best to be 

proactive. When there is 

nothing we can do about the 

situation, the biblical 

advice to “not worry about 

tomorrow” is appropriate. 

When there is something 

we can and should do, we 

should follow the advice 

given in Proverbs, and be 

like the ant who stores up 

its food for the winter. 

–Christopher Simon




