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John A. Kidd

BOE: BLES suspends staff 
named in KDE testing report
BY ELAINE BELCHER

STAFF WRITER

Floyd County Super-
intendent Danny Adkins 
announced Tuesday that, 
as a result of information 
in the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education inves-
tigation into Betsy Layne 
Elementary K-PREP test-
ing from 2013 to 2018, 
four staff members, in-

cluding BLES Principal 
John A. Kidd and Vice 
Principal Rebecca Ratliff, 
named in the report have 
been suspended with 
pay.

Also suspended were 
BLES teacher Jordan 
Kidd and former Chief 

Williams, who were also 
named in the KDE report. 

“The Floyd Coun-

ty School System, our 
teachers, support per-
sonnel and people of the 

one purpose, the welfare 
of our children, which is 
served by giving them 
the best opportunity for 
a quality education as the 
Floyd County School sys-
tem can provide,” Adkins 

See STAFF, Page 3A

A glimpse 
into 

Martin’s 
money

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER

It took Martin about 
three months to answer 
an open records request 
the Floyd County Chron-
icle and Times submitted 
on Jan. 29, seeking cop-
ies of all check registers, 
invoices and checks the 
city issued in October, 
November and December 
2018.

access to check registers 
approved in January, and 
because check registers 
were redacted so that 
negative balances were 
not visible.  

After receiving insuf-

request earlier this year, 

complaint with the Ken-
tucky General General’s 

issued an order declar-
ing that Martin subverted 
the intent of the open re-
cords laws. 

several reasons for the 
delay. They said the city’s 
move to a new city hall 

BY AARON K. NELSON

APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

Dozens of supporters 
turned out Saturday for 

through Paintsville to 

See VETERANS, Page 4A

Floyd Chronicle Times photo by Elaine Belcher

-
tion.

Floyd Chronicle Times photos by Elaine Belcher

Beginning at 8 a.m. Saturday, several dozen pad-
dlers in kayaks and canoes traveled the eight-mile 
journey downstream over the course of 3.5 hours. 

March 
held for 
veterans

Marchers of all ages and stripes walked 
three miles through Paintsville to raise 
awareness about veteran suicide.
Appalachian Newspapers photo by Aaron K. Nelson

BY ELAINE BELCHER

STAFF WRITER

Forty paddlers hit 
the water of the Levi-
sa Fork River Saturday 

Paddlefest hosted by 
Prestonsburg Tourism. 
In rented and personal 

kayaks and canoes, the 
group traveled the eight-
mile trip down river from 
Prestonsburg to the Har-
mon Station Landing in 
Johnson County. 

“The trip took about 
three and a half hours 

Levisa Fork 
Paddlefest

New season 
launches

See PADDLEFEST, Page 4A

Inside: “Anomalies” led investigators 
to examine BLES test scores

.



BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

The Kentucky De-
partment of Education 
launched its investiga-
tion into testing viola-
tions at Betsy Layne El-
ementary because the 
school ranked among 
the highest in the state 
for the number of test-
ing “anomalies” that oc-
curred there.

The KDE Report of 
Findings of that investi-
gation, sent to Superin-
tendent Danny Adkins on 

-
treme anomaly” as those 
“with a one in one million 
chance” of occurring nat-
urally.

for the number of times 
these anomalies occurred 
on state testing. It re-

monitored test adminis-
tration at the school.

The report noted that 

the “eighth most anom-
alous school” in Ken-
tucky, as the “second 
most anomalous school” 

-
alous school in Kentucky” 

-
ous years.”

The report showed 
that “increases of wrong 
to right” erasures at BLES 
correlated with increased 

that the school’s scores 
“continued to soar” in 

erasures increased. 
The report said the 

number of students who 

-
ing and math for ele-
mentary students and 
also increased for middle 

elementary reading pro-

elementary reading pro-

and math increased 

grades, KDE reported. 
“However, when KDE 

monitored the K-Prep 

the number of students 
-
-

cantly. Elementary stu-

Distinguished in reading 

math. Middle school stu-

Distinguished in reading 

math.” 

KDE provided the Floyd 
County Chronicle and 
Times numerous docu-
ments related to district 
testing in response to an 
open records request.

Letters and emails 
sent to district adminis-

investigation started be-
cause of “erasure data” 
the KDE received on 
reading and math tests. 

“The data provides 
the KDE the probabilities 
of erasure anomalies oc-
curring, but the KDE does 
not consider the data to 
be an allegation against 
the district without a cor-
responding allegation or 
observation,” KDE Staff 
Attorney Erik M. Carlsen-

Landy wrote in an April 

Interim Superintendent 
Steve Trimble and Davida 
Marson, former director 
of district-wide services 
in county schools. 

At the time that let-
ter was sent, KDE had 
instructed Trimble to 
withhold testing mate-
rials from Betsy Layne 
Elementary School and 
Betsy Layne High School 
— a request that was lat-
er changed. 

A day before he re-
signed from his post on 

KDE Commissioner Dr. 
Stephen L. Pruitt sent a 
letter about an “urgent 
test security matter” to 
Trimble. 

Pruitt wrote, “As you 
may be aware, the Ken-
tucky Department of Ed-
ucation (KDE) conducts 
forensic analysis of ev-
ery district and school’s 
results on the Kentucky 
Performance Rating for 
Educational Progress 

for indications of poten-
tial testing improprieties. 
Recently, KDE staff un-
dertook a longitudinal 
review of schools that 

the highest potential of 
testing improprieties and 
presented me with data 
that calls into concern 
the validity of test scores 
in a number of schools, 
including some in FCS.” 

Pruitt requested that 
when testing booklets 

the test booklets for Bet-
sy Layne Elementary and 
Betsy Layne High School 
be withheld and not sent 
to the schools.

“The materials for 
these schools are not to 
be opened by FCS staff,” 
he wrote, asking Trimble 
to contact KDE when the 
testing materials arrive 
for those schools so that 
KDE staff could “monitor 
the inventory process” 
for BLES and BLHS. 

“Upon completion of 
the inventory process, 
KDE staff will seal the 

-
ident tape to ensure the 
materials are secure,” 
Pruitt wrote. “Once ma-

secure by KDE staff, Bet-
sy Layne Elementary and 
High School will be able 
to receive their materi-
als but will be instructed 
that the materials are not 
to be opened by anyone 
other than KDE staff.” 

that KDE staff will be sent 
to both schools through-
out testing to “open the 
materials and monitor 
their distribution, monitor 
the administration of the 
K-PREP, and securely seal 
test materials on a daily 
basis.” 

He also noted, “For 
now, knowledge of this 
situation is to be limited 
to you and District As-
sessment Coordinator 
Tonya Goodman.”

The day after that 
letter was sent and 
Wayne Lewis was named 
interim KDE commission-
er, Carlsen-Landy sent 
Trimble an email, report-
ing that the letter was 
mistaken.

“As we discussed 
yesterday, I was mistak-
en in placing a hold on 
the Betsy Layne High 
School testing materials. 
The corrected hold is on 
the K-PREP test materi-

als for Betsy Layne Ele-
mentary School, which 

school,” Carlsen-Landy 
wrote. 

school district several 
other letters, reporting, 
among other things, that 

of Kentucky Occupational 
Skills Standards Assess-
ment at the Floyd Coun-
ty Area Technical Cen-
ter was “compromised,” 
causing students to have 
to re-take the test and 
training to be required 
for teachers Connie McK-
inney, Rickey Joseph and 
Principal Lenville Martin. 

-
ters were also sent to 
inform the district about 
the scores being lowered 

-
borne Elementary, Ad-
ams Middle School, Duff 
Elementary and Allen 
Elementary who “gained 
a testing advantage” be-
cause teachers scribed 
for students who were 
not given scribes as an 
accommodation, as well 
as other issues.

These issues were 
similar to those highlight-
ed in the Individuals with 
Disabilities Act Audit that 
the KDE released in Floyd 
County last year. The KDE 
provided the Floyd Coun-
ty Chronicle and Times 
with the anonymous let-
ter that launched the in-
vestigation that caused 
that audit. 

letter sought an investi-
gation for “unethical and 
morally wrong things” 
going on in the school 
district. The 11-page 

-
merous allegations, and 
nearly all of them were 
related to former chief 

Williams, who also previ-
ously served as principal 
at May Valley. No allega-
tions were made against 
Kidd or Ratliff, but two 
allegations about BLES 
were mentioned. One 
said a teacher “was told 
that she would not be 
testing the special edu-
cation students who she 

had stated would not be 
able to perform at the 

accommodations, and 
this came to pass along 
with the huge increase in 
test scores” at the school. 
Another allegation con-
cerned Williams asking 
“for leniency” with the 
school’s lack of having a 
response-to-intervention 

Some of the allega-
tions against Williams in 

that anonymous letter 
were highlighted in the 
May 13 KDE Report of 
Findings, but not all of 
them. Numerous allega-
tions made against Kidd 
and Ratliff in the report 
came from staff inter-
views, including allega-
tions that they worked 
with teachers to make 
wrong-to-right erasures, 
that teachers reviewed 
state tests for accuracy 
while substitute teachers 

supervised students, that 
students were given ac-
commodations they were 

and that test materials 
were not secure.

Following that report, 
the KDE determined that 
Jordan Kidd, Williams, 
John Kidd and Rebec-
ca Ratliff be reported to 
the Kentucky Education 
Professional Standards 
Board.

BLES investigation started because of erasures

Submitted graph

This graph is part of the Report of Findings issued by the Kentucky Department of Education in May regard-
ing test scores at Betsy Layne Elementary School. The graph shows how test scores improved in 2016 and 
2017. A KDE investigation reportedly found evidence of wrong-to-right erasures during that time period. The 
chart also shows how test scores dropped in 2018 when KDE monitored administration of the tests. 
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STAFF
Continued From Page 1A

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER

-

-

-

-
ed.

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Floyd tourism misses budget deadline

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT 

-
-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

said. 
-

Weeksbury Post Office destroyed in fire



raise awareness for the 
problem of veteran sui-
cide. 

Organizer Danny 
Shepherd, commander 
with Auxier DAV Post 18 
and head of the Veter-
ans Coalition for Quality 
Healthcare, said the issue 
affects everyone.

“We have a problem,” 
Shepherd said. “That’s 
the reason why we’re 
bringing attention to it. A 
lot of people don’t know 
22 veterans a day com-
mit suicide. That’s one 
every 65 minutes. That’s 
approximately 8,000 a 
year.”

Shepherd said veter-
ans returning from com-
bat will often live with 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder and subsequent 
depression, but too few 
seek out diagnosis or 
treatment, in part be-
cause of the stigma sur-
rounding mental health.

“A lot of veterans 
are too proud to ask for 
help. And I’d like to reach 
a hand out ... if you’re 
a veteran and you want 
to join us, we’d be more 
than happy,” Shepherd 
said. “Whatever you’re 
going through, I guaran-
tee you somebody in our 
organization or the (Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars) 
or somewhere has been 
through something simi-
lar.”

The march Saturday 
started at Ky. 321 at Star-

intersection of Ky. 321 
and Ky. 40, the Fallen He-
roes Memorial Highway, 
with marchers carrying 

way, Shepherd handed 
out information to motor-
ists and passersby.

Shepherd said the 
most important thing is 
reaching out to those in 
crisis.

“If you’re a veteran 
and you’ve had thoughts 

of suicide or depression, 
reach out, try to talk to 
a fellow veteran or join 
an organization and get 
help,” he said. “If you’re 
a friend or a family 
member, and you notice 
someone that’s having 
issues, please bring that 
to someone’s attention, 
because 22 veterans a 
day is way too high. One 
veteran a day is way too 
high.”

The next most im-
portant thing, Shepherd 
said, is to help ensure as 
many veterans as possi-
ble are registered with 
the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and able to 
access the healthcare, 
including mental health-
care, available to them.

For more information 
-

ter 18 DAV on Facebook. 
The Veterans Referral 
Center in Paintsville also 
specializes in connecting 
veterans with resources 

them and can be reached 
at, (606) 789-7587. The 
National Suicide Preven-
tion Lifeline is, (800) 273-
8255.

Floyd Chronicle Times photo by Elaine Belcher

The 2019 Levisa Fork Paddlefest season started Saturday as 40 paddlers took to the river in Prestonsburg 
and traveled to Harmon Station Landing in Johnson County under the watchful eye of Prestonsburg Water 
and Rescue Squad.

with the way that the 
river was running,” Pres-
tonsburg Tourism Direc-
tor Samantha West said. 
“Everyone was escorted 
by Prestonsburg Water 
and Rescue Squad who 
assisted if anyone had is-
sues on the way.”

West offered a few 
tips to anyone interested 
in trying kayaking for the 

“I would say to try 
renting a kayak or canoe 
if you’re trying it for the 

before investing in a wa-
tercraft,” she said. “It’s 
also important to pick 

height and weight speci-

She said people who 
are shorter than 5 ft. 6 
in. should chose a kay-
ak that’s between eight 
and 10 ft. long and that 
anyone who is taller than 
5 ft. 7 in. would be best 
suited with a 10 ft. kayak 
or canoe. 

Always wear your life 
jacket and never go 
alone,” West said. “Each 
time you go, you can 
learn something new to 
make your next trip even 
better.”

The next Paddlefest 
is scheduled for June 22 
and begins at 8 a.m. at 
the Prestonsburg boat 

Restaurant. 
Registration is $15 

and includes a catered 
lunch and a shuttle ser-

vice. Visit, prestons-
burgky.org, or call, (606) 
886-1341, for more infor-
mation.

PADDLEFEST
Continued From Page 1A

VETERANS
Continued From Page 1A
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Alberta Vaughan
Baldridge

Alberta Vaughan 
Baldridge, 87, of Pres-
tonsburg, died Wednes-
day, May 22, 2019.

Funeral services were 
held Saturday, May 25, 
at Carter Funeral Home, 
Prestonsburg.

Burial followed in the 
Baldridge Family Ceme-
tery, East Point.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Carter Funeral Home of 
Prestonsburg.

Chester Burchett
Chester Burchett, 62, 

of Martin, died Sunday, 
May 26, 2019.

Funeral services 
will be held at 1 p.m., 
Wednesday, May 29, at 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home, Martin.

Burial will follow in 
the Jervis Cemetery, En-
dicott, Prestonsburg.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson –Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

JD Hall
JD Hall, 83, of Kite, 

died Friday, May 24, 2019.
Funeral services were 

held Tuesday, May 28, at 
the Rebecca Old Regular 
Baptist Church, Kite.

Burial followed in the 
Forest Hall Cemetery, 
Kite.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

William Cleveland
Hart

William Cleveland 
“Bill” Hart, 79, of Auxier, 
died Saturday, May 25, 
2019.

Funeral services were 
held Monday, May 27, at 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home, Martin.

Burial followed in the 
Hart Residence Ceme-
tery, Auxier.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Millie Janice Henson
Millie Janice (Lawson) 

Henson, 77, of Prestons-
burg, died Saturday, May 
25, 2019.

Memorial services will 
be held at a later date.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Michael Ronnie 
Johnson

Michael Ronnie John-
son, 56, of Prestonsburg, 
died Friday, May 17, 2019.

A memorial service 
will be held at 11 a.m., 
Saturday, June 8, at the 
Prestonsburg Church of 
God, Prestonsburg.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Goldie Lee Jones
Goldie Lee (Caudill) 

Jones, 94, died Thursday, 
May 23, 2019.

Funeral services were 
held Saturday, May 25, at 
Hall Funeral Home, Mar-
tin.

Burial followed in the 
Newman Cemetery, Hi 
Hat.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Lowell Jackson 
Prater

Lowell Jackson “Jack-
ie” Prater, 54, of Langley, 
died Thursday, May 23, 
2019.

Funeral services were 
held Monday, May 27, at 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home, Martin.

Burial followed in 
the Hoss Jackson Prater 
Cemetery, Hueysville.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Dewey Lee Rogers
Dewey Lee Rogers, 

77, of Teaberry, died 
Thursday, May 23, 2019.

Funeral services were 
held Monday, May 27, at 
Pilgrims Home Old Regu-
lar Baptist Church, Greth-
el.

Burial followed in the 
Hamilton-Akers Ceme-
tery, Grethel.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Franklin D. 
Smallwood

Franklin D. “Hank” 
Smallwood, 82, of Bev-
insville, died Saturday, 
May 25, 2019.

Funeral services will 
be held Wednesday, May 
29, at the Little Rock Old 
Regular Baptist Church, 
Bevinsville.

Burial will follow in 
the Buckingham Ceme-
tery, Bevinsville.

Arrangements are 

under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Donna Reeves 
Turner

Donna Reeves Turn-
er, 71, of Winchester, 
passed away Saturday, 
May 18, 2019.

She was born on July 
7, 1947, in Melvin. She 

to complete a Bachelor’s 

accounting, graduating 
Cum Laude from Pikeville 
College in 1985. She was 
a member of the Wheel-
wright United Methodist 
Church. She was a spir-
itual woman who en-
joyed the celebration of 
life, arts and crafts, and 
spending time with her 
family and friends. There 
was never a job too large 
or too small that she 
couldn’t tackle. She will 
be missed by family and 
numerous friends. 

She is survived by 
two daughters: Crystal 
Montgomery and April 
Reeves; three grandchil-
dren: Tera Little, Allie 
Montgomery and Ken-
neth Montgomery. 

Special thanks to the 
wonderful physicians and 
nurses at Baptist Health 
Cancer Center in Lexing-
ton. 

A memorial service 
will be held at 3 p.m., 
Monday, June 3, at Unit-
ed Methodist Church in 
Wheelwright.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Care Cremation Funeral 
Service of Lexington.

This is a paid obituary.

BY CHRIS ANDERSON

APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

PIKEVILLE — The 
body of a missing kayak-
er was recovered Friday 
morning in Coal Run Vil-
lage.

According to a Ken-
tucky State Police state-
ment, the body of Paris 
Smith, 47, of Joes Creek, 
Pikeville, was found just 
after 11 a.m. in the Levi-
sa Fork of the Big Sandy 
River. Smith went missing 
Wednesday night after 
being separated from the 
group with which he has 
been kayaking. A search 
was conducted through-
out the day Thursday and 
resumed Friday morning.

Pike County Emer-
gency Management Di-
rector Doug Tackett told 
the News-Express that 
Smith was found in an 
area of the river with 
swift water. Tackett said 
the river diverts around a 
small island near the area 
where Smith was found, 
and Millard Fire-Rescue 
Chief Glen Adkins found 

Smith’s body under the 
surface of the water.

“He’s been found and 
now, hopefully, the family 
has some closure,” Tack-
ett said.

Kentucky State Po-
lice Post 9 spokesperson 
Trooper William Petry 
said numerous search 
and rescue agencies and 
volunteers took part in 
the search. Petry said 
several agencies, includ-
ing at least one from Ten-
nessee, contacted KSP 
offering their services, 
and they were welcomed 
to take part in the search 
for Smith.

“At a point yesterday, 
we decided we could use 
more help if we could get 
it,” Petry said.

According to a KSP 
statement following the 
initiation of the search, 
Smith was kayaking with 
a group of people and, 
at approximately 10 p.m. 
Wednesday, became sep-
arated from the group. 
The search for Smith be-
gan and continued into 
Thursday. The search Fri-

day began around 8 a.m., 
Petry said.

It remains unclear 
where Smith went into 
the water in relation to 
where he was ultimately 
found.

“In these situations, 
a body can move and be 
moved underwater,” Pet-
ry said.

Tackett said search-
ers taking part hoped for 
the best.

“You always want to 

didn’t work out that way 
this time,” Tackett said. 
“It seems like more of-
ten than not this is how it 
turns out.”

Tackett expressed 
his gratitude for all those 
who took part in the 
search for Smith.

“Thank God for ev-
eryone that came out to 
help,” Tackett said.

According to KSP’s 
statement, the investiga-
tion into the incident re-
mains ongoing.

News-Express pub-
lisher Jeff Vanderbeck 
contributed to this report.

Missing kayaker’s body 
found in river

SPECIAL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONICLE AND TIMES 

A Floyd County den-
tist was honored in Arizo-
na this month.

Dr. O. Andy Elliott of 
Martin, the Eastern Ken-
tucky Dental Director—
Avesis Inc., was installed 
as president-elect of the 
American Association 
of Dental Consultants 
during a spring workshop 
held in Scottsdale, Arizo-
na this month.

Dr. Michel E. Couret 
of New Hampshire was 
installed as president, 
Dr. Lawrence M. Hoffman 
of Missouri was sworn 
in as secretary/treasur-
er, Dr. Madeline J. An-
derson Thomas of Texas 
Dr. Randi S. Tillman of 
Boston were elected to 
the board of directors, 
and other honors were 
awarded at the confer-
ence, which was themed, 
“Focus on the Future.”

Elliott, a 1983 grad-
uate of the University 
of Kentucky College of 
Dentistry, has operat-
ed a dental practice in 
Langley for decades. He 

has served in numerous 
leadership roles, includ-
ing president of the Ken-
tucky Dental Association 
and vice president of the 
American Dental Associa-
tion. 

Founded in 1979, the 
AADC is an organiza-
tion of dental insurance 
consultants, administra-

tors and educators who 
work to “promote the 
interchange of ideas, to 
encourage the highest 
standards in serving the 
interests of dentistry, 
plans, patients and pur-
chasers and to insure the 
competency of its mem-

-
cation process.” 

Elliott appointed 

Dr. O. Andy Elliott 

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT 

A Floyd County grand 
jury indicted a Prestons-
burg woman who is ac-
cused of impersonating 

other alleged crimes.
Kimberly Slone, 55, 

of Prestonsburg, was in-
dicted last week on one 

felony count of imper-

and several misdemean-
or counts, including re-
sisting arrest, second-de-
gree disorderly conduct, 
fourth-degree assault 
and failure to notify the 
Kentucky Department of 
Transportation about an 
address change.

The indictment al-

herself as a law enforce-

was questioned by Pres-

Bradley Calhoun and she 
resisted arrest when Cal-
houn attempted to arrest 
her on an assault charge.  
Slone is scheduled to be 
arraigned in Floyd Circuit 
Court on June 11. 

P’burg resident accused 
of impersonating officer



BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 
    
The Floyd County Fis-

reading of the 2019-2020 
budget during a special 
meeting on Friday, May 
24. 

The $17.5 million 
budget is about $500,000 

-
cal year budget. It re-

-
crease in the county’s 
general fund (budgeted 
at $7 million); a $200,000 
increase in the Local 
Government Economic 
Assistance Fund (budget-
ed at $1.8 million) and an 
$800,000 increase in the 
road fund (budgeted at 
$3.9 million).

It includes more than 
$7 million in the gener-
al fund, $3.9 million in 
the road fund, $2.4 mil-
lion in the jail fund, $1.8 
million in the Local Gov-
ernment Economic Assis-
tance Fund, $34,000 in 
state and federal grants, 
$330,000 in federal di-
saster funding, $16,000 
in a revolving loan fund, 
$101,000 for water and 
sewer, $1.5 million in the 
construction fund and 
$367,000 in the E-911 
fund. 

Previously budget-
ed items that were not 
added to the new bud-
get include the scanner 
and x-ray budgeted last 
year at $31,000 for the 
jail; the Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service 
home buyback program 
budgeted at $10,000 last 
year; the Allen/Park and 
convention center bud-
geted at $50,000 last 
year and the golf course 
supervisor, budgeted at 

$33,700 last year.
Items that were 

not included in the cur-

but have been added to 
the new budget include 

-
ment grants, $150,000 
for a community center, 
$33,000 for a parks su-
pervisor and $45,000 for 
the road supervisor. 

Compared to the cur-

decreases in costs for 
some employees, like a 
$26,000 reduction for 
deputy judge-executive, 
a $16,000 reduction for 

decrease in county at-
torney secretaries, an 
$8,700 decrease in dep-
uty coroner staff and a 
$13,600 decrease in ABC 
and code enforcement. 

-
es in several other areas, 
including a $10,000 de-
crease for audits (bud-
geted at $40,000); a 
$10,000 decrease in po-
lice equipment (budget-
ed at $10,000); $20,000 
in decreases in utilities at 
the courthouse (budget-
ed at $75,000) and the 
justice center (budget-
ed at $130,000), as well 
as a $110,000 reduction 
in grants that will pass-
through the county for 
Mountain Comprehensive 
Care Center, a $10,000 
reduction in grants for the 
rescue squad, a $5,000 
reduction in funds given 
to the Disabled American 
Veterans and a $10,000 
reduction in funds given 
to German Bridge (bud-
geted at $10,000). 

There is also a sig-

budget for the debt 

service of the principal 
on the Southern Water 
and Sewer bond, which 
dropped by more than 
$1.9 million to $75,000 

year. The debt service for 
the interest on that bond, 
however, increased by 
$75,000 to $85,000, the 
budget said.

-
cant increases in several 
budget line items. 

In general govern-
ment, legal fees increased 
by $9,000 to $10,000; the 

-
cers doubled to $80,000, 
printing costs increased 
by $47,000 to $100,000; 
utilities for drug court 
increased by $25,000, 
custodial personnel in-
creased by $13,000 and 
maintenance increased 
by $20,000.

Overall, the county’s 
social services budget 
increased by $115,000, 
with the support for the 
senior citizens program 
doubling to $140,000 and 
other senior citizens costs 
increasing by $50,000 to 
$250,000. 

In the road depart-
ment, the cost of trav-
el, training and supplies 
increased by $13,500 
to $15,000; the cost of 
contracted serviced in-
creased by $150,000 
to $400,000, the cost 
of asphalt increased by 
$250,000 to $950,000; 
the cost of road construc-
tion materials doubled 
to $160,000; the cost of 
supplies and equipment 
increased by $49,000 to 
$149,000; highway equip-
ment leases increased by 
$100,000 to $120,000 
and highway equipment 
doubled to $200,000. The 

debt service for black-
top increased by about 
$5,500 to $193,000, com-
pared to the current bud-
get. 

Although the jail’s 
$2.4 million budget re-
mained the same, there 
were several line item 
changes as well, includ-
ing increased costs of 

(budgeted at $884,000); 
$40,000 more for food 
(budgeted at $280,000); 
and $80,000 more for 
routine medical expenses 
(budgeted at $240,000). 

The new budget also 

several line items at the 
jail, including a $30,000 
decrease for contracts 
with other counties (bud-
geted at $70,000) and 
a $145,000 decrease in 
building maintenance 
(budgeted at $75,000).  

The county’s lit-
ter abatement budget 
will decrease by about 

-
cal year to $65,000 and 
there are also several 
increases in the coun-
ty’s recreation line items. 

Those increases include 
$25,000 more for sup-
plies and equipment 
(budgeted at $55,000); 
$50,000 more for utilities 
(budgeted at $100,000); 
$50,000 more for parks 
(budgeted at $100,000); 
and $20,000 more for 
golf course wages (bud-
geted at $60,000). 

Per requests from 
magistrate Ronnie Ak-
ers and Mike Tackett, 
the new budget includes 
$55,000 for resource of-

According to the bud-

receive most of its funds 
from taxes, with more 
than $2.4 million coming 
from property and motor 
vehicle taxes, $1 million 
coming from the county’s 
insurance premium tax, 
$100,000 from the tran-
sient room tax,  $30,000 
from a telecommunica-
tions tax, $200,000 from 
coal severance taxes, 
$970,000 from miner-
al severance taxes and 
$50,000 from an occupa-
tional tax that is split with 
Martin County. 

Other revenues in-
clude $10,000 in bor-
rowed money, $400,000 
for housing state prison-
ers, $2.3 million in trash 
collections, $400,000 
from the transportation 
cabinet, $1.4 million in 
road aid, $300,000 from 

of the Courts and, among 
other revenues, $1 mil-
lion in Local Government 
Economic Development 
grants. 

The county expects 
to carry more than $2.4 

year. 

Fiscal court starts budgeting process

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Floyd County Judge-Executive Robbie Williams, right, talks about the 2019-2010 
budget during a May 24 meeting. 

Correction
A May 24 article 

about the Floyd Coun-
ty Fiscal Court budget 
should have noted 

approved tabling a 
resolution to amend 
the procurement code 
so that bids are re-
quired for projects 
that cost $30,000. 
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She said it’s common 
for cities to offer stipends 
to employees who use 
their cell phones both for 
work and personal rea-
sons. When asked about 
whether those situations 
would result in the city’s 
cell phone bill containing 
the phone numbers for 
employees’ personal cell 
phones, Patterson said 
it would depend on how 
the city provides that 

“In some instances, 
what they’ll do is they’ll 
have their personal plan 
and then the city can re-
imburse them for the ac-
tual cost of the city use, 
or the employee, say, will 
pay X amount per month 
for their personal use,” 
she said. 

When asked whether 
there would be an issue 
with an employee having 
two phones on the city 
account allowing a fam-
ily member, who is not 
an employee, to use the 
phone, she said, “That 
would just depend on 
whether, you know, I re-
ally haven’t come across 
that issue before.”

She did say, however, 
that one of the phones 
could be paid by the city, 
while the other one may 
be paid via the discount 
that’s given by the phone 
company.

Each employee cell 
phone costs about $43 
per month. Attempts to 
determine how much 
Martin deducts from 
employee’s paychecks 
were unsuccessful. One 
employee said she pays 
$20 per paycheck, which 
would equal about $80 
per month. 

In regards to the city’s 
gasoline account, Martin 
has a $14,000 spend lim-
it on its Fleet cards, bills 
sent to the city show, and 
Martin collectively spent 
$14,800 for the Fleet 
card in October, Novem-
ber and December, 2018, 
according to check regis-
ters provided.  

Most gas purchases 
occurred in Martin, while 
there were several at gas 
stations in Hazard, where 
some police department 

bought about $46 in gas 
on Nov. 5-7 at Bowling 
Green, Arizona and Tex-
as, the invoices show. 

Grocery store 
and restaurant

purchases
Martin regularly buys 

food at the Martin IGA 
and local restaurants, a 
review of city documents 
show. 

Howell said Martin 
buys supplies — including 
toilet paper, paper towels 
and other items — at IGA 
for all city departments. 
Groceries, Tourism Direc-
tor Kris Rudder said, are 
often purchased there for 

events. 
Howell said only some 

Martin employees may 
buy items at the grocery 
store and he said he re-
views purchases there. 

“It’s set. You’re limit-
ed on who can do this,” 
he said. 

Martin City Tourism 
spent nearly $3,300 at 

year, and the city’s ac-
count records included 
a $1,588 Martin IGA bill 

-

partment owed part of it. 
According to receipts 

provided for those pur-
chases on the $1,588 bill, 
the city bought coffee, 
coffee creamer, coffee 

-
er items, like three hot 
sandwiches, two pre-
pared meals and various 
candy bars in September 
2018. 

The general ledger 
records nearly $1,000 
for various purchases at 
Dairy Queen in Martin 
this year — with some 
individual payments of 
nearly $300.

Receipts provided for 
an Oct. 24, 2018, pur-
chase of $330 at Dairy 

read, but most of the 
legible receipts shows 
purchases of meals total-
ing $50 or more during 
the city’s Red, White & 
Blue Days Festival, while 
at least one receipt was 
for $30 in meals bought 
in May.

Howell said the city 
provides free meals to 

the festival and other 
events. He talked about 
how hard these volun-
teers work and how it 
saves money. 

He said buying them 
meals is “a whole lot 
cheaper than if we actu-
ally had to pay the em-
ployees to do all of that.”

The city spent nearly 
$1,600 at Giovanni’s and 
$3,500 at IGA in 2017.

Martin pays for 
health insurance 
bought by private 

companies 
Martin offers insur-

ance to employees, and 
it reimburses employees 
for health insurance pro-
vided by other entities, 
the city’s open records 
response showed. 

One employee, for 
example, is reimbursed 
$252 monthly for health 

insurance his wife buys 
through her place of 
employment. This is the 
same couple who also 
receive two cell phones 
through the city’s cell 
phone account.

Clouse reported that 
she is also reimbursed 
for health insurance, but 
invoices for her health 
insurance were not pro-
vided. 

“The company (city) 
will reimburse you $385 
max a month on insur-
ance payments if you pay 
them yourself,” Clouse 
said. “I think (the other 
employee) and I are the 
only two. His is $252 and 
mine’s $140.”

Copies of numerous 
invoices for employee 
reimbursements were 
not provided. Lisa Hall, a 
clerk for the water sys-
tem, said some employ-
ees forget to turn in re-
ceipts. 

She and Howell said 
they could not remember 
why the city water check 
register reports that 
Howell was reimbursed 
$664 on Oct. 17. No in-
voice or check was pro-
vided. Hall said the check 
has not been cashed. 

Howell said he 
couldn’t remember the 
purchase, and noted 
emergency repairs often 
arise outside of normal 
operating hours. 

“If I’m out some-
where and we needed, 
they needed, something 
and I’m somewhere, I’ll 
get it,” he said. 

Funds used for 
public purposes 
Martin has spent 

practice Patterson said is 
not generally best prac-
tice for governments.

She said the Ken-
tucky Attorney General 
issued an opinion detail-
ing the use of city funds 

“It’s going to depend 
on the facts of the case. 
If you just say whether 
a city is buying funer-

what the purpose is for, 
that kind of thing, and 
generally, it’s not the best 
practice, however, there 
may be instances when 
it is actually considered a 
public purpose.”

When asked wheth-

council member whose 
family member died 
would qualify as a public 
purpose, she said, “The 
attorney general has is-
sued a decision a long 
time ago. That’s not go-
ing to be considered a 
public purpose practice.” 

Patterson said the 
KLC advises cities to use 
donated funds, instead 
of taxpayer funds, to buy 

Howell said Martin 

funerals since the 1980s 
and 1990s. Adams said 
he will research the law 
on the issue. 

The city tourism com-
mission spent $1,700 at 

year, documents show, 
and the majority of the 
payments were noted as 
being for an “account,” 
while two were listed 
with individual names. 

Howell said Martin 
has come a long 
ways, still has a 
long way to go
Howell said Martin 

has improved over the 
past several years, and it 
is still trying to overcome 

started before he was 
elected.

“We’re a small town 
that struggles. We’ve 
always, Martin’s always 
struggled,” he said. “I 
mean, look, I come into 

so bad. You was pulling 
your hair out every day, 

going to make your pay-
rolls and stuff, not be-
cause of something I’ve 
done. Just because of the 
shape it was left in.” 

The city’s former 
mayor died in federal 
prison, after being con-
victed in 2014 of conspir-
acy to violate civil rights 
of voters and vote buy-
ing. 

Howell said when he 

had not paid a $160,000 
Kentucky Infrastructure 
Authority loan for years, 
owed Prestonsburg 
$44,000 for delinquent 
water bills, owed $21,000 
in delinquent electric 
bills, owed Rural Devel-
opment $13,000 and had 

Floyd County sued 
the city’s water sys-
tem in 2011 for failure 
to turn over garbage bill 
collections, and, since 
November 2013, Martin 
has been making month-
ly payments of $300 to 
the county to pay off a 
$22,000 debt owed for 
the collection of garbage 
bills that were not turned 
over to the county. That 
debt is now below $1,000.

“We’re still paying 
those debts off,” Howell 
said. 

He said when he 

did not have the equip-
ment it needed.

“We had one weed-
eater. The city had one 
weedeater, and we didn’t 
even have a shovel to dig 
a hole with. You think I’m 
lying. This is fact,” Howell 
said. 

their own guns and vests 
and used a stop sign to 

-
board of the police cruis-
er when Howell came 

Howell talked about 
a dump truck and a Jeep 
with a plow that be-
longed to the city, saying 
he drove them when he 
was employed there, but 
the vehicles were gone 
when he became mayor. 

“There’s still answers 
I don’t have,” Howell 
said. “Vehicles that just 
vanished. Backhoes, ev-
erything. Nobody knows 
nothing.”

Martin and other cit-
ies in coal-producing 
counties have struggled 
with decreases in coal 
severance funding and 
other issues. Howell said 
in Martin, that funding 
decline comes alongside 
the decline in revenue 
caused by the redevelop-
ment project, which will 
demolish the once-busy 
downtown area, causing 
residents to move else-
where. He said when the 
project started, people 
didn’t think about how 
Martin would make up for 
revenue lost— funds the 
city would otherwise re-
ceive in property taxes, 
insurance taxes, water 
and sewer bills and other 
fees paid by residents liv-
ing downtown. 

“This is going back to 
show you where Martin 
was and where it is today. 
You know, I mean, that’s 
how far we’ve come,” 
Howell said. “That’s just 
like this annexation. 
Yeah, it’s going to help 
Martin. It’s going to help 
us. It’s going to create 
revenue. It will. But, to 
me, that’s going to bene-

schools. The way they 
portray it is like Martin is 
trying to get money to do 
this or do that. No, Mar-
tin’s trying to better the 
whole area. We could be 
like Martin County and 
only have two police of-

-
ty.”
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-
ber 2018 on Thursday at the bus garage located in Martin.

Floyd schools get new buses
BY ELAINE BELCHER

STAFF WRITER

Floyd County Schools 
District staff celebrat-

three buses approved 
by the board in October 
2018 on Thursday at the 
bus garage located in 
Martin.

According to district 
Director of Transpor-
tation Joe Marson, the 
buses, manufactured by 
Thomas Built Buses and 
Blue Bird — the same 
company that will be sup-

plying buses under this 
new loan — are more fuel 

technology and amenities 
and are safer than old-
er buses in the district’s 

“We are using a 
Kentucky Department 
of Education formula to 
develop a program of 
‘appreciation’ for the bus-
es — a schedule of when 
to purchase and when 
to sell buses to maintain 
value for the vehicles,” 
said Marson. “It takes 
14 years for a bus to de-

preciate in value for the 
district as it takes more 
maintenance and parts to 
keep them running. So if 

year and sell off the same 
number, we will be able 
to maintain a schedule 
to balance those mainte-
nance costs with the val-
ue for the buses.”

During the October 
2018 meeting, the BOE 

than $1 million to buy 

two 34-passenger buses, 
four 52-passenger buses, 
three 72-passenger bus-
es and one 84-passenger 
bus using a Kentucky In-
terlocal School Transpor-
tation Association bond. 
The interest rate on the 
loan will be between 
two and 3.5 percent, the 
district reported, and 
the district will make its 

$150,000 in September.

Tiger Is Missing!

W

 

Phone: 606-889-9825 

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT 

The Prestonsburg Po-
lice Department issued a 
statement this weekend, 

are searching for a pas-
tor who is accused of al-
legedly exploiting a child.

According to a state-
ment, the department 
obtained an arrest war-
rant on May 24 for Bob-
by J. “BJ” Blackburn, 26, 
of Prestonsburg, on one 
count of prohibited use 
of an electronic commu-
nication system to pro-
cure a minor to commit a 
sex act.

“Attempts to execute 

location of Mr. Blackburn 
have been unsuccessful 
as of Saturday morning,” 
the statement said. “The 
Prestonsburg Police are 
reaching out to the pub-
lic for any assistance and 
in addition are asking 
anyone who knows the 
whereabouts of Black-
burn to call, (606) 886-

1010, you may remain 
anonymous as only the 
information as to his lo-
cation is needed.”

Department Spokes-
person Lt. George Tussey 
said Blackburn had not 
been located as of noon 
on Tuesday. A call to the 

not return prior to print 
deadline Tuesday after-
noon. 

Blackburn is pastor at 
Elevate Church in Pres-
tonsburg. Services there 
were canceled for Sun-
day after the Prestons-
burg Police issued the 
statement.

PPD seeks pastor 
wanted on child 

exploitation charge

Bobby “BJ” Blackburn

AN APPALACHIAN NEWS-
PAPERS

STAFF REPORT

PIKEVILLE — A Floyd 
County couple was ar-
rested recently after al-
legedly reporting a false 
incident while under the 

-
phetamine.

According to court 
documents, Eric D. Rob-
erts II, 23, and Jan Sester, 
18, both of Whispering 
Oaks Drive, Prestons-
burg, were arrested May 
19 at Lykins Creek in 

Pikeville. According to 
court documents, the 
couple had gone door-to-
door in the area asking 
residents to contact 911 
for them “because some-
one is ‘after them.’”

According to court 
documents, when Pikev-
ille Police made contact 
with the couple, both 
Roberts and Sester had 
“pin point pupils and was 
speaking very fast,” and 

standing still. Court doc-
uments said the couple 

car that passed while we 
spoke were people out to 
get them.”

Court documents said 
the couple told police 
they had been “hiding in 
tall grass for hours trying 
to avoid the people out to 
get them,” and that they 
had been using meth.

“Both subjects also 
advised me that they had 
been doing a ‘10 piece of 
meth’ in the days prior to 
my contact with them,” 

Tommy Fouts wrote in 
court documents.

Both Roberts and 
Sester were charged with 
public intoxication and 
falsely reporting an inci-
dent. They were lodged 
in the Pike County Deten-
tion Center and released 
the following day on their 
own recognizance.

Police: Couple using meth
reported false incident in Pike

Community Events
Thursday, May 30

-
son will offer an “inti-
mate guitar clinic” at 
Gearheart Auditorium, 
Prestonsburg campus of 
Big Sandy Community 
and Technical College. 
Free admission

Friday, May 31
-

tion begins for Big San-
dy College Foundation 
William G. Duke Golf 
Scramble, Stonecrest.

to perform at Stonecrest 
Bar and Grill, Stone-
crest, Prestonsburg.

Saturday, June 1

Floyd County Farmer’s 
Market open, Prestons-
burg

Dance Etc. to host “On 
Broadway” spring recit-
al, Mountain Arts Cen-
ter. 888-MAC-ARTS

of Jenny Wiley 5K Trail 
Run, Jenny Wiley State 
Resort Park Wilkin-
son-Stumbo Convention 
Center 

Prestonsburg Night Mar-
ket, downtown Pres-
tonsburg 

Sunday, June 2

Dance Etc. to host “On 
Broadway” spring recit-
al, Mountain Arts Cen-
ter. 888-MAC-ARTS



BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

Mountain Compre-
hensive Care Center 
hosted its second “Fairy-
tale 5K” on Saturday, May 
25, raising around $1,000 
for its children’s services 
programs. 

Piarist School student 
Seth Hall won the race 
with a time of 21:06. In 
the male division, Bran-
don Noble of Knott Coun-
ty came in second and 
Randall Watts of Johnson 
County came in third. In 
the female division, Terri 

with a time of 25:18, fol-
lowed by Noel Heart in 
second place and Jana 
Newsome in third place. 

would be used to offers 
summer camps to hun-
dreds of children in Floyd 
and surrounding counties 
this year. 

MCCC provides more 
than 100 types of ser-
vices to local residents 
and children. It’s youth 
services include psychi-
atric and psychological 

program for children 
from birth to age three, 
a collaborative educa-
tional and mental health 
program called SIGHT/
INSIGHTS, case manage-

ment, school-based and 
other types of programs 
that help children and 
youth cope with mental 
illness. Among other ser-
vices, MCCC offers resi-
dential treatment for ju-
veniles at its Rising Point 
facility on Stonecrest, as 
well as crisis services for 
youth at other locations.

MCCC Peer Support 
Specialist Taylor Van-
deventer addressed the 
crowd prior to the race, 
telling them it offers 
“great services” for chil-
dren.

“Kids, there’s a 10-
year delay between kids 
showing symptoms of a 
mental illness and them 
actually getting help for 
it,” she said. “And that’s 
crazy to think that a kid 
might be having prob-
lems by the time they’re 
eight years old, and they 
don’t even get help for it 
by the time they’re 18.”

She described herself 
as being in recovery of a 
mental health issue she’s 
had since childhood. She 
said she suffered with 
anxiety and depression 
but she didn’t understand 
what was wrong until she 
was in high school and 
she didn’t seek help until 
after she was married. 

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT

U.S. Rep. Harold 
“Hal” Rogers announced 
the winners of the 2019 
Congressional Art Com-
petition for Kentucky’s 
5th Congressional Dis-

trict. The winning art-
work will hang in the 
U.S. Capitol Building for 
one year, representing 
southern and eastern 
Kentucky.

-
ner is Payton Martin, a 
senior at Prestonsburg 

High School who dis-
played “great artistry 
and detail” in his pen-
cil portrait of President 
Abraham Lincoln, ac-
cording to the statement 

Martin, the son of 
Georgia and Danny 
Martin of Prestonsburg 
and student of PHS Art 
Teacher Maggie Robi-
nette, will receive two 
airline tickets from 
Southwest Airlines to 
attend a national re-
ception this summer in 
Washington, D.C. along 
with all of the 2019 win-
ning artists from across 
the country. He is also 
eligible for a scholarship 
from the Savannah Col-
lege of Art and Design. 

“It is always an hon-
or to have your art rec-
ognized and I can think 
of no higher recognition 
than from Congressman 
Hal Rogers and seeing 
it displayed in our Capi-
tol,” said Martin. “Having 
won third place in this 
competition my fresh-
man year, I am glad to 
see how much I have 

improved. From here, I 
hope to attend the Sa-
vannah College of Art 
and Design to further 
develop my skills as an 
artist.”

The Congressional 
Art Competition, spon-
sored by the Congres-
sional Institute, was 
initiated by Congress in 
1982 to provide an op-
portunity for Congress 
to encourage and recog-
nize the artistic talents 
of young people living in 
their districts. More than 
650,000 students have 
participated in the com-
petition.

“Our region has a 
number of incredibly 
talented artists and this 
competition provides 
a way to highlight our 
students’ work on the 
national level,” said Rog-
ers. “Payton’s incredible 
drawing of President 
Lincoln will captivate 
thousands of visitors 
in the Capitol Building 
throughout the year, 
representing southern 
and Eastern Kentucky.”

PHS senior wins art contest

Submitted photo

-
tition.

‘Fairytale 5K’ raises funds 
for children’s services 

-

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT 

The Friends of Jen-
-

ganization that supports 
Jenny Wiley State Resort 
Park, is hosting its third 
annual 5K Trail Run this 
weekend.

The race will begin at 
9 a.m. on Saturday, June 
1, and last until about 
noon. 

All proceeds will be 
used to upkeep trails 
and make other improve-
ments at JWSRP.

The Jenny Wiley 5K 

Trail Run course is 3.1 
miles, starting at the 
park’s Wilkinson-Stum-
bo Convention Center 
and continuing onto the 
park’s scenic Lake-Shore 
Trial, which follows along 
Dewey Lake. Runners 
and hikers are welcome 
and encouraged to at-
tend.

Prizes will be award-

several categories.
For more information, 

visit the Friends of Jenny 
Wiley on Facebook or, 
fojw.org.

Trail run in 
P’burg this 
weekend

See 



A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT

Musician Jack Pear-
son, a former member 
of the Allman Brothers 
Band, is offering a free 
guitar clinic in Floyd 
County this week.

Pearson, credited by 
Rolling Stone as having 

jazzy style,” will host an 
“intimate guitar clinic” at 
7 p.m. on Thursday, May 
30, at Gearheart Auditori-
um, located on the Pres-
tonsburg campus of Big 

Sandy Community and 
Technical College. 

Pearson has played 
professionally for more 
than 40 years and worked 
with numerous bands and 
musicians, including The 
Allman Brothers Band, 
Vince Gill, Earl Scruggs, 
Amy Grant, Faith Hill, 
Ronnie Milsap, Gov’t 
Mule, Lee Ann Womack, 
Martina McBride, Trace 
Adkins and others. 

Admission is free. For 
details, visit, macarts.
com.

Jack Pearson

Free guitar clinic
with Jack Pearson

She said 75 percent 
of children in the juve-
nile justice system have a 
mental illness.

“So, if that tells you 
anything, mental health 
services are important,” 
she said.

She talked about the 
importance of de-stigma-
tizing mental illnesses, 
saying, “It doesn’t have 
to be a thing hidden in 
the dark anymore, and 
it can be brought to the 
light and everybody can 
get help.” 

MCCC Community 
Support Services Pro-
gram Director Trina Cau-
dill said MCCC will also 
host its fairytale-themed 
“Royal Christmas Ball” in 
December to raise more 
funds for children ser-
vices. 

For more information 
about services provided 
by MCCC, to refer a child 
in need of services, or to 
donate, call, (606) 886-
8572. MCCC offers a 24-
hour helpline, (800) 422-
1060.

RACE
Continued From Page 11A
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15th Region Tournament 
Jags fall to 

Golden Eagles
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

EASTERN — Floyd 
Central hung around 
but was unable to push 
any runs across as 
Johnson Central pulled 
away to win 6-0 in the 
opening round of the 
15th Region Baseball 
Tournament on Satur-
day.

Determined John-
son Central claimed the 
win on Floyd Central’s 
home fi eld. 

The victory pushed 
perennial title contend-
er Johnson Central into 
the semifi nals of the 
15th Region Baseball 
Tournament. With the 
win, Johnson Central 
improved to 31-5. Fol-
lowing the loss, Floyd 
Central ended its sea-
son 13-19. 

Andrew Music was 
the winning pitcher for 
the Golden Eagles. Mu-
sic pitched a shutout, 

surrendering zero runs 
on fi ve hits over seven 
innings while striking 
out seven and walking 
one.

Floyd Central junior 
Chase Conley suffered 
the pitching loss. Con-
ley pitched fi ve and 
two-thirds innings, al-
lowing 10 hits and six 
runs while striking out 
four and walking one.

Johnson Central 
pushed across the 
game’s fi rst run in the 
bottom half of the fi rst 

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Floyd Central baserunner Brayden Hamilton approaches third base as the Jaguars faced Johnson Central in 
the opening round of the 15th Region Baseball Tournament on Saturday.

Use your camera phone 
and scan the QR Code 
above to watch the latest 
episode of the Bank On It 
podcast.

See JAGS, Page 3B

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Floyd Central pitcher Ashley Bellamy winds up as she gets ready to deliver a pitch 
to home plate against Johnson Central Monday night in the opening round of the 
15th Region Tournament. The Lady Jaguars fell to Johnson Central 10-0.

Lady Jaguars fall to 
Lady Golden Eagles

BY RANDY WHITE

REGIONAL SPORTS EDITOR

EASTERN — It took 
Johnson Central’s of-
fense a while to get go-
ing, but it didn’t matter 
because Lady Golden 
Eagle pitcher Chloe Van-
Hoose was dominant.

Once the Lady Gold-
en Eagle offense got 
going, Johnson Central 
cruised to a 10-0 win 
over Floyd Central in the 
opening round of the 
15th Region Tournament. 

With the win, John-
son Central advanced to 
the 15th Region semifi -
nals to take on Pikeville. 
Pikeville and Johnson 
Central have met in the 
15th Region champion-
ship the past two sea-
sons.

The Lady Golden 
Eagles only had one hit 
in the fi rst two innings 

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Floyd Central’s Grace Martin swings at a pitch against 
Johnson Central in the opening round of the 15th Re-
gion Tournament at Floyd Central Tuesday night. See LADY, Page 2B
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of play against Floyd 

Central, but everything 

changed in the bottom of 

the third.

In the bottom of the 

third, Claire Gamble got 

things going with a bunt 

single. Alaina Castle fol-

lowed with an RBI  double 

to score the game’s fi rst 

run. With two outs, Alys-

sa Hedrick hit a ground-

er to short, but she beat 

the throw to fi rst for an 

infi eld RBI  single. Abby 

Fannin followed with an 

RBI  single. 

The Lady Golden Ea-

gles held a 3-0 lead after 

three innings of play.

Johnson Central kept 

things going in the bot-

tom of the fourth inning. 

Katelyn Fitch led off the 

inning with a double for 

the Lady Golden Eagles. 

With two outs, Gamble 

hit an RBI  single. Cas-

tle followed with an RBI  

single of her own. Van-

Hoose was hit-by-a-pitch. 

Hedrick followed with a 

two RBI  double to push 

the lead to 7-0. Fannin 

reached base on an error 

allowing the fi f th run of 

the inning to score.

Johnson Central add-

ed two more runs in the 

bottom of the fourth.

What did VanHoose 

do on the mound for the 

Lady Golden Eagles?

She just threw a 

no-hit ter with 14 strike-

outs. 

VanHoose was domi-

nant on the mound shut-

ting down Floyd Central.

Floyd Central fi nished 

the season with a 12-18 

record.

Johnson Central (22-

15) is scheduled to face 

Pikeville (26-11) in the 

15th Region semifi nals 

Tuesday evening at Floyd 

Central. The game ended 

too late to be included in 

this edition of the Paints-

ville Herald. For complete 

coverage see the Week-

end Edition of the Paints-

ville Herald.

The winner of the 

Pikeville vs. Johnson Cen-

tral game will take on the 

winner of the Pike Central 

vs. Shelby Valley game in 

the 15th Region champi-

onship Wednesday eve-

ning at 7:00 p.m. at Floyd 

Central.

LADY
Continued From Page 1B

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Floyd Central’s Emma Dudleson attempts to lay down a bunt against Johnson Central Tuesday night in the opening round of the 15th Region Tournament.
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inning. Then, follow-
ing another scoreless 
frame, Johnson Central 
added another run in 
the bottom half of the 
fi fth inning to move 
ahead 2-0.

Holding the two-run 

lead, Johnson Central 
erupted for six runs in 
the bottom half of the 
sixth inning to put the 
game out of Floyd Cen-
tral’s reach. 

Johnson Central, 
under the direction of 
veteran head coach 
Shawn Hall, collected 
15 hits. Grant Davis and 
Ryan Sartin-Slone each 

provided multiple hits 
for the Golden Eagles. 
Davis went three for 
four at the plate with a 
double to lead Johnson 
Central offensively. 

Weston May, Blake 
DeLong, Ryan Sar-
tin-Slone, Cody Rice 
and Chayce Meade 
added two hits apiece 
for 57th District cham-

pion Johnson Central. 
Davis and cleanup hit-
ter Hunter McCloud 
each recorded two 
RBIs in the Golden Ea-
gles’ victory. 

Johnson Central 
overcame two errors in 
the fi eld to notch the 
postseason win.

Floyd Central put 
runners on base as ear-

ly as the fi rst inning but 
was limited offensively 
and held scoreless. 

Senior catcher Lo-
gan Conley paced Floyd 
Central at the plate, 
fi nishing  three for 
three. Two other play-
ers, Blake Slone and 
Braxton Turner, added 
one hit apiece for the 
Jaguars. 

In the other open-

ing round games in 

the 15th Region Base-

ball Tournament it was 

Lawrence County 11, 

Paintsville 4; Pikeville 6, 

Pike Central 4 and Bel-

fry 11, Shelby Valley 3.

JAGS
Continued From Page 1B

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Floyd Central catcher Logan Conley prepares to apply a tag at home plate against Johnson Central in the opening round of the 15th Region Tournament.

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Floyd Central third baseman Brady Jones runs toward third base for a force out.

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Floyd Central shortstop Matt Combs attempts to make a play in the opening 
round of the 15th Region Baseball Tournament. 
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TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

TO OUR READERS

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diately and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

FOR SALE

NNNNEEEEEEEEDDDD    EEEEXXXXTTTTRRRRAAAA
CCCCAAAASSSSHHHH???? Run a 
Classified Ad. 
They Work!
Call (800)539-
4054 Today!

APARTMENTS-
UNFURNISHED

FFFFIIIIRRRRSSSSTTTT    
MMMMOOOONNNNTTTTHHHH    FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE

starting at 
$750.00 2BR 2-
1/2BA, garage 
with washer/dryer 
hookup, stove and 
refrigerator in-
cluded. Check us 
out on facebook at 
MAP Properties 
apartments with 
pictures of units 
included! If inter-
ested call 606-
432-4653 or text 
606-794-1463

APARTMENTS-
UNFURNISHED

BBBB RRRR AAAA NNNN HHHH AAAA MMMM     
HHHH EEEE IIII GGGG HHHH TTTT SSSS
AAAAPPPPTTTTSSSS.... Wheel-
wright KY is  ac-
cepting applica-
tions for 1BR 
a p a r t m e n t s .  
( 6 0 6 ) 4 5 2 - 4 7 7 7  
Monday- Wednes-
day 8am - 4pm.

2222BBBBRRRR    DDDDUUUUPPPPLLLLEEEEXXXX,,,,    
CCCC EEEE NNNN TTTT RRRR AAAA LLLL
heat/air, total 
electric. Close to 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
Call 606-886-9007 
or 606-889-9747.

HOUSES FOR RENT

3333BBBBRRRR,,,,    1111BBBBAAAA
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE ffffoooorrrr    rrrreeeennnntttt....
Carport, large 
yard. Located be-
tween Prestons-
burg and Paints-
ville. Call 606-
886-9007 or 606-
889-9747.

CCCCUUUUTTTTEEEE    2222BBBBRRRR    
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE central 
heat/air located 
on US 23  be-
tween Pikeville 
and Prestonsburg. 
No pets. $500 plus 
deposit.  859-533-
7173

HOUSES FOR RENT

HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE    FFFFOOOORRRR    
RRRREEEENNNNTTTT FOR 
COMMERCIAL
OR RESIDEN-
TIAL PURPOS-
ES: Newly remod-
eled 3 bedroom 
house for rent. Lo-
cated in a nice, 
quiet neighbor-
hood in the Mar-
tin, Ky. area with 
family room, liv-
ing room, dining 
room, kitchen, 1 
and 1/2 baths and 
plenty of closet 
space; central air 
and heat; and out-
side storage build-
ing. The house 
has a blacktop 
driveway and 
parking area. 
Front porch with 
nice view. $750.00 
per month plus 
utilities. Lawn 
mowing and weed 
eating services 
are also included 
in the rental fee. 
Must furnish ref-
erences. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
please call 606-
285-9112.

HOUSES FOR SALE

HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE    PPPPLLLLUUUUSSSS    
NNNNIIIINNNNEEEE AAAACCCCRRRREEEESSSS. 
Finance Hollow 
Martin, 2BR, 
1BA.  859-333-
3155

LEGALS

LLLLEEEEGGGGAAAALLLL NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE
IIII,,,,    JJJJEEEENNNNNNNNIIIIFFFFEEEERRRR    
BBBBUUUURRRRKKKKEEEE    EEEELLLL----
LLLLIIIIOOOOTTTTTTTT,,,, a duly li-
censed attorney 
practicing in 
Floyd County, 
Kentucky, have 
been appointed by 
the Floyd Circuit 
Court as Warning 
Order attorney for 
the Unknown 
Spouse of Alice 
Robinson.  The 
Order is to notify 
the Unknown 
Spouse of Alice 
Robinson that a 
legal action has 
been brought 
against her/him, 
the same being 
FFFFllllooooyyyydddd    CCCCiiiirrrrccccuuuuiiiitttt    
CCCCoooouuuurrrrtttt,,,,    DDDDiiiivvvviiiissssiiiioooonnnn    
IIIIIIII,,,,    CCCCiiiivvvviiiillll    AAAAccccttttiiiioooonnnn    
NNNNoooo....    11119999----CCCCIIII----
000000000000222244441111....
Notice is hereby 
given to the Un-
known Spouse of 
Alice Robinson 
that his/her fail-
ure to respond to 
the Complaint 
could result in a 
default judgment 
being awarded. 
As Warning Order 
Attorney, a re-
sponse must be 
filed within fifty 
(50) days of the 
filing of the Com-
plaint.

JJJJEEEENNNNNNNNIIIIFFFFEEEERRRR    

LEGALS

BBBBUUUURRRRKKKKEEEE    
EEEELLLLLLLLIIIIOOOOTTTTTTTT

AAAAttttttttoooorrrrnnnneeeeyyyy    aaaatttt
LLLLaaaawwww

111100007777    SSSS    AAAArrrrnnnnoooolllldddd    
AAAAvvvveeeennnnuuuueeee

PPPPrrrreeeessssttttoooonnnnssssbbbbuuuurrrrgggg,,,,    
KKKKeeeennnnttttuuuucccckkkkyyyy    44441111666655553333
((((666600006666))))    888888886666----9999999933337777

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

TTTTOOOO    MMMMIIIINNNNEEEE
PPPPuuuurrrrssssuuuuaaaannnntttt    ttttoooo    
AAAApppppppplllliiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    

NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr
888833336666----5555666688881111    

((((RRRReeeennnneeeewwwwaaaallll))))
(1) In accordance 
with KRS 
350.055, notice is 
hereby given that 
The Elk Horn 
Coal Company, 
LLC, 544 South 
Lake Drive, Pres-
tonsburg, KY 
41653 has applied 
for a renewal of  a 
surface area, aug-
er and under-
ground mining 
permit which is 
located 2.3 miles 
south of Eastern 
in Floyd County.  
(2) The operation 
is approximately 
2.0 miles south of 
KY Route 80's 
junction with 
Goose Creek Road 
and located 0.02 
miles south of 
Goose Creek.  
(3) The operation 

LEGALS

is located on the 
Wayland U.S.G.S. 
7 1/2 minute 
quadrangle map. 
The operation in-
cludes surface 
area, auger and 
underground min-
ing.  The permit-
ted surface area is 
owned by The Elk 
Horn Coal Com-
pany, LLC.  The 
operation will un-
derlie property 
owned by George 
Ousley, Willie Jr. 
& Rebecca Conley, 
James E. Patton, 
Robert Allen, 
Brent Allen, Ap-
palachian Land 
Company and Er-
ma Gayheart.
(4) The applica-
tion has been filed 
for public inspec-
tion at the De-
partment for Sur-
face Mining Rec-
lamation and En-
forcement's " Haz-
ard Regional Of-
fice, 556 Village 
Lane, P.O. Box 
851, Hazard, KY 
41702.  Written 
comments, objec-
tions or requests 
for a permit con-
ference must be 
filed with the Di-
rector of the Divi-
sion of Permits, 
300 Sower Boule-
vard, Frankfort, 

LEGALS

KY 40601. 

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

TTTTOOOO    MMMMIIIINNNNEEEE
PPPPuuuurrrrssssuuuuaaaannnntttt    ttttoooo    
AAAApppppppplllliiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    

NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr    
888833336666----8888000077779999    

RRRReeeennnneeeewwwwaaaallll    NNNNoooo....    7777
In accordance 
with KRS 
350.055, notice is 
hereby given that 
Spurlock Mining, 
LLC, 3228 Sum-
mit Square Place, 
Suite 180, Lexing-
ton, Kentucky 
40509 has applied 
for renewal of a 
permit for an ex-
isting coal proc-
essing facility, re-
fuse disposal, un-
derground, and 
contour and auger 
and reclamation 
mining operation 
located 1.90 mile 
southeast of 
Printer in Floyd 
County. The pro-
posed operation 
will disturb 
323.81 surface 
acres.
The proposed op-
eration is approxi-
mately 1.4 miles 
southeast from 
KY Route 122's 
junction with KY 
Route 2030 and 
located 0.004 
miles northeast of 

LEGALS

Spurlock Creek. 
The operation is 
located on the 
Harold USGS 7 
1/2 minute quad-
rangle.  The oper-
ation will use the 
surface area, sur-
face contour, sur-
face auger and 
u n d e r g r o u n d  
methods of min-
ing.  The surface 
area to be distur-
bed is owned by 
Blackhawk Min-
ing, Dave Cole-
man, Bruce and 
Elizabeth Cole-
man, Jeff and Ju-
dith Gayheart, 
and Charles and 
Dorothy Meade 
Heirs (Glenna
a n d
Taylor Slone, Vel-
ma Miller, Roger 
and Faye Meade, 
James W. Meade, 
Alesia Meade, 
Tammy Meade 
Ensslin, Kimberly 
D. Meade, Robert 
Slone, Stacy Slone 
Williams, Charles 
B. Slone, Barbara 
Meade Parsons, 
Roger W. Meade, 
John M. Meade, 
Mary T. McCallis-
ter, Dorothy A. 
Sword).
The application 
has been filed for 
public inspection 



Automotive

CASH FOR
CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk,

high-end, totaled
– it doesn’t mat-
ter! Get free tow-

ing and same
day cash!

NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-
833-258-7036

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO

HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day

Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free

Towing, All
Paperwork

Taken Care Of.
CALL 1-866-713-

1593

GOT AN OLDER
CAR, VAN OR
SUV? Do the
humane thing.
Donate it to the

Humane Society.
Call 1-855-443-

0865

DONATE YOUR
CAR FOR

BREAST CAN-
CER! Help

United Breast
Cancer

Foundation edu-
cation, preven-
tion, & support

programs.  FAST
FREE PICKUP -

24 HR
RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUC-
TION  1-877-

624-2030

Business
Services

HughesNet
Satellite Internet

FOR BUSI-
NESS. 25mbps

for just
$69.99/mo!  Get

More Data
FREE Off-Peak

Data. Built-in
WiFi for wireless
devices. FREE

Standard
Installation.

CALL 1-855-893-
3174

Cable/Utilities

DIRECTV NOW.
No Satellite

Needed.
$40/month. 65

Channels.
Stream Breaking

News, Live
Events, Sports &

On Demand
Titles. No Annual

Contract. No
Commitment.

CALL 1-833-743-
7168
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LEGALS

at the Division of 
Mine Reclamation 
and Enforce-
ment's Hazard 
Regional Office, 
556 Village Lane, 
P.O. Box 851, 
Hazard, Kentucky 
41702. Written 
comments, objec-
tions or requests 
for a permit con-
ference must be 
filed with the di-
rector, Division of 

Mine Permits, 300 
Sower Boulevard, 
Frankfort, Ken-
tucky 40601.
TTTThhhhiiiissss    iiiissss    tttthhhheeee    ffffiiiinnnnaaaallll    
aaaaddddvvvveeeerrrr tttt iiii sssseeeemmmmeeeennnntttt     
ooooffff    tttthhhheeee    aaaapppppppplllliiiiccccaaaa----
ttttiiiioooonnnn.... All com-
ments, objections 
or requests for a 
permit conference 
must be received 
within thirty (30) 
days of today's 
date.

LEGALS

Statewides




