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Jaguars outlast 
Prestonsburg, 

capture district title 
 Sports, Page 12A
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Ivel slide closes
northbound U.S. 23

BY ELAINE BELCHER

STAFF WRITE

The Kentucky Transpor-
tation Cabinet Highway Dis-

trict 12 in Pikeville shut down 
the northbound lanes of U.S. 
23 in Ivel Sunday due to a 

See SLIDE, Page 4A

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

Flooding impacted 
areas throughout Floyd 
County this weekend, 
prompting Floyd County 
Judge-Executive Robbie 
Williams to issue a state 
of emergency.

Williams and Floyd 
County Emergency Man-
agement Director Tim 
Fields reported that 

mud slides and road clo-

caused power outages 
and other problems. 

“There’s going to 

Williams said. 
He said the emer-

gency declaration helps 
the county with funding 

to county roads and in-
frastructure, and it also 
allows the county to 
work on private proper-
ty, where needed, to re-

-
ages that could impact 
county roads and infra-
structure.

Fields said the most 
prominent damages oc-
curred on Tinker Fork in 
the Grethel area, where 
drains need replaced 
and other road repairs 
are needed. 

“I think we dodged 

about the damage. He 

Flooding prompts state 
of emergency in Floyd 

Above, two 
residents walk 

down Creekside 
in Abbott on 

Monday, where 

impacted homes, 
garages, vehicles 
and outbuildings. 

At right, Martin 
Fire Department 

waters covered 
the road near the 

school district 
bus garage.

See FLOODING, Page 4A

P’burg
opposes 
Martin

annexation 
again

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER

The Prestonsburg 
City Council approved its 
second municipal order 
of the year on Monday, 

-
jecting to a proposed an-
nexation in Martin.

The order, which 
mirrors another one the 

See OPPOSES, Page 2A

Homeless 
shelter 
nears 

opening day
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

The Floyd County 
Homeless Shelter com-
mittee is a step closer 
to opening the East Ken-
tucky House of Hope.

Committee treasurer 
Mickey McGuire reported 
last week that the group 
has now obtained permit 
approval from the state 

See , Page 2A

Equine 
center lease
approved
BY ELAINE BELCHER

STAFF WRITER

The Prestonsburg 
City Council condition-
ally approved a lease of 
the Prestonsburg Equine 
Center to Rocky Ridge 
Stables, LLC, owned by 
Sarah and Jason Rohr, 
pending proof of insur-
ance, during the regular 
monthly meeting on Feb. 
19.

The Rohrs will take 
on responsibility of two 
barns with a total of 188 
stalls, two riding rings 

See LEASE, Page 2A

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Submitted photo 
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Don’t Let Hearing Loss  
Limit Your Life

Together. We Rise.

You may be missing more than you think. 
When surrounded by family and friends, 
don’t miss out on conversations or special 
moments due to hearing loss. Pikeville Medical 
Center offers advanced audiology care and 

of hearing disorders including loss of hearing, 
balance and dizziness disorders and tinnitus. 
Offering the latest in hearing aid technology, 

so that you can get back to experiencing the 
world around you to its fullest.

Make an Appointment Today
Julie Helfen, Au.D.

(606) 218-2209 | pikevillehospital.org

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Prestonsburg City Council member Don Willis, left, reads a municipal order announcing Prestonsburg’s ob-
jection to a proposed annexation in Martin. Mayor Les Stapleton, right, is also pictured. 
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BY CHASE ELLIS

APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

A Floyd County man 
was sentenced to 15 
years in prison last week 
in U.S. District Court in 

methamphetamine.
Manis Risner Jr., 

60, of Martin, entered a 

possession with intent to 
distribute methamphet-
amine and possession 

-

crime. 
It marked Risner’s 

third federal conviction 
-

trolled substances. He 
was sentenced to seven 
months in prison in 1990 

and was sentenced to 46 
months in prison in 2010 
for conspiracy to distrib-
ute methadone and con-

proceeds.
In May 2018, federal 

warrant at Risner’s res-
idence in Martin and 
located four ounces of 
methamphetamine, ev-
idence of methamphet-

Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Drew Trimble said 

-

combination.
-

calated him to this point,” 

protect society from Ris-
ner.”

Chief U.S. District 

Risner the possession 
with intent to distribute 

and 125 months in prison 

year sentence, that must 
run consecutive to any 

other time received in the 

-

but you have earned this 
the hard way,” Caldwell 
said to Risner.

She sentenced him to 
15 years in prison — 10 
years on the possession 

-
-

pervised release after his 
prison service.

Risner was returned 
to the custody of U.S. 
Marshals after sentenc-

Manis Risner Jr

Floyd man sentenced to 15 
years in federal meth case

SPECIAL TO APPALACHIAN

NEWSPAPERS

-
entucky Advanced Manu-

a $1.5 million investment 
from the Appalachian 

workforce development 

and the Department for 
-

nounced last week.

-

teacher instruction for 
underutilized vocational 

-

their state-of-the-art 
workforce development 

-
dents from across Appa-
lachia with the skills they 
need to succeed in to-

-

said.
The award is part of 

Commission’s Partner-
ships for Opportunity and 
Workforce and Economic 

an initiative funded by 

-
munities affected by the 

operations and coal sup-
ply chain industries.

-

level for tis innovation 
and commitment when 

workforce for well-pay-

in advanced manufactur-

Sandra Dunahoo said. 

way for individuals seek-

skilled workforce also has 
the potential to attract 
businesses to Eastern 

This is certainly a worth-
while investment, and 

funds.”

DLG announces grant 
for Paintsville’s eKAMI

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT

-
-

way District 12 in Pike-
ville announced that the 

to du

ditch lines. 

y weather to 
-

tenance work instead of 

mudslides, crews will be-

-

have to have someplace 
to dump this material. 
We can haul it to private 
property, so if you need 
it, call your nearest state 

material to private prop-
erty, landowners must 

forms, which are avail-
able at the maintenance 

written permission from 

That person is an em-

-
cal court and usually has 

-
house,” the cabinet re-
ported in a press release.

and dump the material 
where you want it, but 
we do not spread it. Just 
deliver and dump.”

Floyd County resi-
dents interested in ob-

-

Transportation Cabinet 
seek dump sites

BY TOM LATEK

KENTUCKY TODAY

-
tucky House that would 
add a community en-

for food stamp recipi-
ents, similar to the Med-
icaid waiver obtained by 

-
istration.

House Speaker Da-
vid Osborne, R-Prospect, 

-
ied adults have to at 

assistance.”
-
-

bution rate of one type 

country.

-
sition into the workforce 

payments than any other 

there are so many ways 
we can help people tran-
sition into the workforce 
than that are more ef-

checks.”
That includes provid-

-
care assistance, accord-

like that make it easier 
for people to cycle off 

public assistance.”
-

crease workforce partic-
-

of the lowest workforce 
participation rates in the 

workforce participation 

one of the fastest rates 
in the country. There are 

back into the workforce, 

Provisions of the 

80 hours per month of 

which includes partici-
-

cation and employment 
for able-bodied adults 

and 64.
There are those who 

-
-

ment. They include:

youth.

-
ered medically frail. 

-

medical condition that 
would prevent them from 

-

The bill has been 

referred to the House 
Health and Family Ser-
vices Committee, but has 
not yet been scheduled 

Ky. House Speaker wants added
guidelines for food stamp recipients



new slide on the moun-
tain next to the road. 

As of presstime Tues-
day, both northbound 
lanes remained closed 
from mile marker 6.6 (Ivy 
Creek) to mile marker 
7.2 (Davidson Memorial 
Gardens). Two-way traf-

the southbound lanes un-
til the area is stabilized.

The new slide, mere 
yards from where work-
ers in 2015 repaired a 
previous slide, is still 
considered “active” ac-

“We have workers in 

people can’t see from 
the road is that there are 

ready to fall, and if they 

potentially bounce into 

our workers are watch-

and will close the road at 
-

ment.”

-

department assess the 
area to see what needs 
to be done.

“Our Chief District En-
-

brook, Floyd, Martin, 
Johnson and Lawrence 

-

Moore and his assistant 

to assess the area and 
determine what is the 
best plan of action, with 
the help of consultants 

-
ally carry out the work,” 
she said. “At this time, we 

the northbound lane will 
be closed.”

-
-

vious lessons learned 
about the area from the 
2015 slide.

“Thanks to that pre-
vious experience, we are 

be carried out a lot quick-
er and easier than last 

the problem is actually 
above the road, at the top 
of the mountain, which 
is private property, we 

from the owners for an 
easement to repair the 
problem. Last time, the 
owner was very coopera-
tive and we were able to 

area this time will not be 

PIKEVILLE 
MEDICAL CENTER
SAVED MY LIFE

- RICK SEXTON

“I had a heart attack a 
mile underground.”

H e a r t  &  V a s c u l a r  I n s t i t u t e

Rick Sexton doesn’t remember much about the day he collapsed at work. His wife, 
Jenette, however remembers the call telling her just how critical the situation was. Rick 

repair the complete blockage in his left anterior descending artery – a blockage 
known as the widow-maker. Today, Rick is back to work and doing well. He recognizes 

For consultation with member of our cardiac team, call or visit
 (606) 218-2201 | pikevillehospital.org

said he reached out to 

-

home had to evacuate 
and Williams said resi-
dents were still trapped 

-

Fields reported that 

-

Creekside in Abbott, an 
area of about 16 homes 

in 2004.
Creekside residents 

both of their vehicles in 

-

worse. A family member’s 
home, located down the 

their home was spared. 
-

-
tem and ductwork, but 

house. On Monday, they 

from underneath their 
home. They said they 

-

“It come up so fast. It 
was only like 20 minutes. 
It’s unbelievable how that 
water does,” Denise Hall 
said. “I mean, it’s just like 

out in it. Usually, my hus-

them up in here, but it 

was so bad and so deep 

Fire Department and 
-

corted a woman and 
three children from a 
home on Creekside on 

Fire Department 
Chief Mike Brown said the 
department was alerted 
about a problem there 
via social media. The de-
partment’s swift water 
rescue team responded, 

-
ton, a former white water 

Brown said the team 

the home and then wad-
ed in waist-deep water to 

“At that point, the wa-

evacuate them because 

the house,” Brown said.
Once the water re-

ceded to a safe level, he 

family’s vehicle out of 
Creekside. 

“We ended up hav-

-
pleton said. “It was about 
3:30 (a.m.) and the water 
was cold.” 

-

county had already ex-
perienced mud slides and 
other issues caused by 
heavy rains over the past 
few weeks. The Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet 

last week that Ky. 1428 

closed until further no-
tice.

On Feb. 21, cabinet 
employees assessed a 
hillside on Ky. 1428 that 
has repeatedly slipped 
over the past few weeks, 
and “determined there 
is still a considerable 
amount of material that 
is unstable and could 
end up on the pavement 
at any time,” a press re-
lease said.

“There have been too 
many times in the past 
month when the road has 
been blocked by material 

No matter how hard our 
crews work each time to 
clear the road, it seems 

We simply cannot, and I 
will not, put the public at 

-
neer Mary Westfall-Hol-
brook said in the press 
release. 

448 people were with-

Floyd County and nearly 
9,000 people were with-
out power in other coun-
ties served by the utili-
ty. About 360 Kentucky 

contractors responded 
-

ported, and as of 8 p.m. 
-

tomers — 373 of whom 
were in Floyd County — 
were still without power. 
On Monday, power had 
been restored to 88 per-

FLOODING
Continued From Page 1A

SLIDE
Continued From Page 1A

Submitted photo

Flood waters closed several roads throughout Floyd 
County on Sunday, including Bucks Branch, where a 
Martin Fire Department member took this photo. 
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COLUMN

You would think that 
a tiny city in rural Eastern 
Kentucky that has a histo-
ry of corruption and cro-
nyism would exercise the 
epitome of transparency 
and eliminate the back-
door politics. They appar-
ently haven’t learned their 
lesson.  

By now you may have 
heard that the city has 
been trying to annex a lot 
of property. Property that 
does nothing for them ex-
cept increase their costs 
while taxing an already 
struggling area. And by 
virtue of the fact that the 
people are coming out in 
droves to secretly-called 
meetings to ask ques-
tions, which the politicians 
are sheepishly avoiding, 
says that they are up to 
something that will hurt 
the people. 

In recent years, city 

and imprisoned for fraud, 
among other crimes. We 
have a source that tells us 
that the corruption is ram-
pant, and that people are 
looked at for no reason 

other than they are not on 
board with the corruption. 
This is textbook bully be-
havior, and makes the en-
tire region look bad. 

We have asked the 

required to provide as a 
public entity. They reluc-
tantly sent us an incom-
plete bank statement with 
the balances blocked out. 
Upon questioning the city 
attorney, he stated that 
we didn’t ask for that spe-

fancy lawyer-speak to try 
to protect their client. Af-
ter threatening to contact 

received documents with 
balances, but other stuff 
was redacted again, in-
cluding the city hall phone 
number. The city has re-

sponded to the AG and 
provided us with a copy of 
the response, and the pro-
cess continues.

The bank statement 
we have received shows 
a negative balance for the 
entire period.  Consistent 
negative balances tell us 
that they can’t afford what 
they have now, so taking 
on more is absurd. And if 
they annex all the proper-
ty they want to, they will 
have to pay out to all the 

district, and you know that 
money will come from in-
creased taxes.

During this annexation 

called double secret meet-
ings, which are illegal. 
Sen. Johnny Ray Turner 
and a host of concerned 

citizens showed up at one 
of the illegal meetings, the 
council cowered and can-
celled the meeting. Sen. 
Turner is opposed to the 
annexation, if that tells 
you anything.  

Last Wednesday eve-
ning, the mayor scooted 
out immediately after the 
reading of the proposed 
ordinance and avoided 
questions form the media 
and public. Other mem-
bers of the council couldn’t 
answer any questions. 
Either they are complicit 
in the forthcoming neg-
ligence or just ignorant. 
Either way, it’s dangerous.

It would be one thing 
if they came out and said 
they needed that proper-
ty to help their buddies in 
the contracting business 

get bids for work. At least 
we would know where 
they stand. If they were 
open with their plans, the 
citizens of the area would 
be able to make informed 
decisions. 

Now it just looks like 
they are bullying their way 
to higher taxes without 
and representation.

A pretty hacked off 
group is calling for the 
city to dissolve. While that 
may be a little extreme, 
I understand their point. 
It appears as if they city 
leaders can’t be trusted. 

to jail, and lightning can 
strike twice. 

 Thanks for reading 
the Floyd County Chroni-
cle and Times. 

Something stinks in Martin

JEFF VANERBECK

PUBLISHER

GUEST COLUMN

 
BY SENATOR JOHNNY

RAY TURNER

 
As we move forward, 

it is important that we re-
member the past. History 
is a great teacher. This 
week, as we passed the 
halfway point of the 2019 
Legislative Session, we 

who came before us.
On Tuesday, in hon-

or of Presidents’ Day, we 
convened the session at 
the Old Capitol. The atmo-
sphere was both light with 
celebration and serious 

reminded of the impor-
tance of moving forward 
and working to make a 
better future for all Ken-
tuckians, while being 
armed with the wisdom 
and knowledge gleaned 
from those before us.

After a nod to our 
forefathers, it was back 
to business in the Peo-
ple’s House hearing bills 
in committee, discussing 
issues with constituents, 
and passing policy on the 

In admonishment of 
the current Secretary of 
State, the Senate took up a 

-

State Board of Elections. 
Senate 34 would remove 
most of the duties and 
authority of the SOS over 
the Board of Elections, 
and would instead grant 
those powers to county 

clerks, assistant county 
clerks and the Board of 
Election staff. The Board 
of Elections would be the 
sole authority to access, 
correct or alter the voter 
registration roster.

SB 34 was put forth 
in retaliation to accusa-
tions that the Secretary of 
State overstepped her au-
thority as the state’s chief 
elections chief. I opposed 
this bill. We need to let 
the judicial process run its 
course and let the courts 
investigate the matter be-
fore passing impetuous 
legislation. As it currently 
stands, the bill is nothing 
more than a political pow-
er grab. If passed into law 
it would not only affect 
the sitting SOS, but all of 
those who serve at that 
post in the future. SB 34 
passed the Senate 27-8 
and is now in the hands of 

the Republican-controlled 
House.

On Friday, the Senate 
passed by Senate Concur-
rent Resolution 81 that es-
tablishes the Small Com-
munity Public Drinking 
Water System Failure Pre-
vention Task Force. This 
measure would establish 
a 17-member legislative 
task force to study small 
community public drinking 
water systems to create 
mechanisms for oversight 
and intervention so as to 
prevent the drinking sys-
tem’s decline and failure. 
We need to ensure that all 
Kentuckians have clean, 
drinkable water and with-
out intervention, this could 
become an even more se-
rious problem, especially 
in small, rural communi-
ties.

In the continuing ef-
fort to stop child sexual 

abuse, we passed legisla-
tion out of the Senate that 
makes possession of a sex 
doll resembling a minor 
illegal. SB 102 would pro-
hibit the possession of a 

-
ing of a child sex doll, and 
the importing of a child 
sex doll. The bill says a 
“child sex doll means an 
anatomically correct doll, 
mannequin or robot that is 
intended for sexual stimu-

that has the features of, 
or with features, that re-
semble those of a minor.” 
SB 102 passed 36-0 and 
headed to the House.

We also passed leg-
islation that would help 
victims of sexual assault 
to track online the status 
of their forensic evidence 
kits. SB 97 would require 
the Kentucky State Police 
to create such a tracking 

system and make it ac-
cessible to victims online 
and anonymously. We can 
track our purchases on-
line. Why not allow victims 
to have a similar means to 
track the process of their 
assault kits? SB 97 passed 
35-0.

Though we have not 
addressed a public pen-
sion plan, we did pass a 
bill that will place future 
employees into a volun-
tary 401(k). SB 107 would 
require state employees 
hired on or after July 1, 
2019 to automatically be 
enrolled in a 401(k) volun-
tary retirement plan with a 
monthly employee contri-
bution of $30 per month. 
This would not be their 
primary retirement plan, 
nor would it be manda-
tory. SB 107 passed 35-0 
and is now in the hands of 
the House. 

SB 140, which I am the 
primary sponsor, passed 
out of the Veterans, Mil-
itary Affairs and Public 
Protection Committee last 
week and I hope it gets a 

this week. 
SB 140 would expand 

Senate Week in Review

See REVIEW



the Hepatitis B continuing 
inoculation voucher pro-
gram to include Hepatitis 

-

Some other bills voted 
out of the Senate and sent 
to the House for further 
consideration:

student of chiropractic to 
engage in clinical practice 
under the supervision of 

-

pand the membership of 
the Board of Agriculture 

-
tablish the Alzheimer’s 
and Dementia Workforce 

the Work Ready Kentucky 

-
-

terdisciplinary Advisory 

for Health and Family Ser-

-
lish the Kentucky Rare 

and make an appropria-

a council to advise the 
state Board of Nursing on 
the creation regulations 

-
sary statutory changes 
and all other matters re-

-

that about 700 babies are 
born at home in Kentucky 
every year -- despite the 

fact the state stopped is-
suing permits to home-

-

a practice and discourage 
charlatans from preying 

cover genetic tests for 
cancer that are recom-
mended by certain health 
care providers if the rec-
ommendation is consistent 

-

Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians have training on 

-

-
tional hours to already re-

alternative dispute reso-
lution agreements be re-
quired as a condition or 
precondition to employ-

employees to take a griev-
ance or claim to court and 

The number of bills 
introduced on the Senate 

-

than ever that you stay en-
gaged and communicate 

or share feedback through 

Senator Johnny Ray Turn-

REVIEW
Continued From Page 5A

Joda Elizabeth Butts
Joda Elizabeth “Tiny” 

-

Davidson Memorial Gar-

under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 

Timothy Lee Carroll
Timothy Lee “Bear” 

-

under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 

Gracy Evelyn
(Shepherd) Clark

-

-

daughter of the late Ash-
-

-
intendent and Treasurer 
of the Open Door United 

-
mer teacher at the David 

and former retail clerk at 

a loan receptionist/pro-
-

She is survived by her 
children: Patricia Louise 

-

-

-

Margaret Mae Tussey of 
Blue River; eight grand-
children: Victoria Grace 

-

-

Slone and Malechi Hen-
ry Russey Blanton and 

-

and Truvy Louise Laf-

husband and parents she 

-
-

Ralph Wheeler Shepherd 
and Russell Shepherd 

-

Ashland Elizabeth Shep-

under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 

Rita Collins

-

-

at Nelson-Frazier Funeral 

Funeral services 

Nelson-Frazier Funeral 

-

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 

Martha Ann Fife
Martha Ann Mulkey 

-

at Nelson-Frazier Funeral 

under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 

Henry Hackworh

-

the son of the late Green 
and Martha England 

-

Henry is survived by 

Henry is also survived 
by his children: Frank 

of Prestonsburg; grand-

-
-

-

-

-

brothers and sisters: 
-
-
-

-

Josephine Baldridge; and 
-

-

-

please make donations 

under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 

Lundy Samons

-

-
-

-
-

under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 

Robert Meyer

-

-

son of the late William 

to Eastern Kentucky and 
married Pamela Rice 

42 years of marriage in 

Wallace Thomas and is 
survived by his daugh-

and Alisha Marie Meyer 

-

While in Eastern Ken-

many career opportuni-
ties that positively im-

-

-
retta Roberts and Angela 

-

Eloise Marie Meyer Klop-

Meyer Kloppenburg and 
Olivia Jean Meyer Klop-

A private celebration 

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 

The guestbook may 
-

Kenneth Ray
Robinson

Kenneth Ray “Kenny” 

of the late Sammy and 

heavy equipment opera-

Kenny is survived by 
-

-
pher Kenneth Robinson 
of Martin and Kimberly 
Raye Robinson of Pres-
tonsburg; one broth-

Robinson of Printer; one 
-

ett of Printer; grandchil-

Nicole Robinson and Liv-

preceded in death by 
his brothers and sister: 

Wayne Robinson and 



Community 

Events
BY TOM LATEK

KENTUCKY TODAY

Lawmakers discuss restoring 
voting rights to felons

BY MARK MAYNARD

KENTUCKY TODAY

BY TOM LATEK

KENTUCKY TODAY

Caller ID, Golden Alert system 
bills zip through House



BY LAURA UNGAR AND 
CHRIS KENNING

LOUISVILLE COURIER

JOURNAL

Last spring, Ken-
tucky’s infectious disease 
chief was ringing the 
alarm.

An outbreak of hepa-
titis A that already had in-
fected nearly 400 people 
in Louisville was seeping 
into Appalachia, where 
rampant drug addiction 
provided fuel for the virus 
to explode across rural 
Kentucky.

To contain it, the drug 
users and homeless large-
ly spreading the disease 
had to be vaccinated — 
and quickly.

But the challenges in 
impoverished rural Ken-
tucky were huge. Drug 

and vaccinate. Thinly 
staffed county health de-
partments had seen their 
budgets shrink. And fed-
eral vaccine money for 
Kentucky had run out.

“Need to move faster,” 
urged Dr. Robert Brawley 
in an April 2018 email to 
state health department 
colleagues obtained by 
the Courier Journal. “The 
virus is moving faster than 
we and (local health de-
partments) are … immu-
nizing persons (at) risk.”

Brawley argued that a 
powerful state response 
was needed: $10 million, 
including $6 million for a 
fusillade of 150,000 vac-
cines and $4 million for 
temporary health workers 
to help administer them. 
In an email, he also lob-
bied for a public health 
emergency declaration to 
bolster the case for more 
federal money.

But a Courier Journal 
investigation found his ur-
gent pleas went nowhere. 
And in the months that 
followed, Kentucky’s out-
break metastasized into 
the nation’s largest and 
deadliest.

The Courier Journal 
found that Brawley’s boss, 
31-year-old acting public 
health Commissioner Dr. 
Jeffrey Howard, rejected 
his aggressive recommen-
dations. Amid limited state 

constraints and the avail-
ability of more than $220 
million in local health de-
partment reserve funds — 
he stuck instead to a $3 
million state response.

The Courier Journal 
interviewed Kentucky 
health department insid-
ers as well of dozens of 

experts in its investigation 
into the state’s deadly 
spread of hepatitis A. It 
analyzed reams of reports 
and health statistics, ob-
tained emails and doc-
uments and spoke with 
survivors and families of 
those who died in the na-
tion’s largest outbreak.

The state ultimately 
sent $2.2 million to local 
departments and declined 
to declare an emergency. 
In addition, county health 
departments added little 
to no staff to increase ef-

drug users and homeless 
people.

Moreover, Kentucky 
-

egies used successfully 
by some of the other 16 
states who fought out-
breaks with limited bud-
gets.

Kentucky didn’t seek 
money from the state 
legislature, like Michigan. 
It didn’t deploy “strike 
teams” of state health 
workers to counties, like 
Indiana.

And it waited much 
longer to deploy state 
funds than Tennessee, 
which earmarked $3 mil-
lion after just 25 cases.

The contagious liver 
disease has taken a heavy 
toll in Kentucky, sickening 
4,162 people, far more 
than in any other state. It 
has sent 2,015 Kentuck-
ians to the hospital for 
costly treatment.

And it has claimed 43 
lives, the highest death 
toll in the U.S. — includ-
ing people such as former 
Eastern Kentucky coal 
miner James Ramey.

Last fall, Ramey’s or-
gans failed, one by one, 
until he struggled so hard 
to breathe that the blood 
vessels burst in his neck.

In his last hours, his 
father raced over two 
hours from Martin County 
to his bedside in a Lexing-
ton hospital, leaning over 
his tubes and wires to beg 
him to hold on.

Ramey’s heart gave 
out as soon as he heard 
his father’s voice and felt 
his touch. He died Nov. 
28, 2018, just over a year 
after the state declared 
an outbreak of hepatitis 
A.

“There’s a very good 
chance James would be 
alive” had the state done 
more earlier to educate 
and vaccinate people in 
Appalachia, said his sis-
ter, Brandy Stafford. “We 
are desperate for help in 
these counties. People 
are crying out.

“Does the state not 
think these people’s lives 
are worth something?”

A controversial 
decision debated
Howard defended his 

decisions, telling the Cou-
rier Journal the state used 
limited money to bolster 
vaccines in numbers that 
could actually be admin-
istered by small staffs 
in county health depart-
ments — and he was will-
ing to seek more funding 
if needed.

Nurses were expen-
sive, he said. And even 
with more vaccines, drug 

-

None of the coun-
ties requested additional 
staff, he said, and some 
were slow to spend the 
state money they did get. 
Also, counties could pay 
for vaccines with local tax 
revenue or Medicaid reim-
bursements or order vac-
cine provided by the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

-
cials consulted with the 
CDC, which provided more 
than $600,000 in cash and 
$1.4 million worth of vac-
cines, he said. And they 
targeted people where 

them: jails, emergency 
rooms, syringe services 
programs and drug reha-
bilitation centers — ef-
forts that public health 
experts praised.

But he acknowledged 
that in retrospect he could 
have done some things 
differently.

“I would’ve liked to be 
more robust in our early 

response in Eastern Ken-
tucky for sure. I wish I 
would’ve been more bold 
and said, ‘Let’s move into 
Eastern Kentucky,’ as op-
posed to waiting, as we 
did, with the outbreak,” 
said Howard, who grew 
up in Appalachia. “As an 
Eastern Kentucky guy, it’s 
heartbreaking to see this 
disease spread out in ru-
ral Kentucky. And I knew 
the struggles that they’d 
have once it started.”

Adam Meier, secre-
tary of Cabinet for Health 
and Family Services, said 
he stands behind How-
ard’s choices. He said in a 
statement that the “chal-
lenges Kentucky faced 

more logistical in nature 
as it related to identifying 
and engaging the at-risk 
populations.

“While hindsight might 
provide more context for 
some things now, in retro-
spect there’s not a single 
decision that I’m aware 
of that was made in real 
time, with the information 
available at the time, that 
I would change,” he said.

But Brawley told the 
Courier Journal that much 
greater resources were 
needed to battle Ken-
tucky’s spread of hepatitis 
A, pointing out that San 
Diego County in California 
spent more than $12 mil-

-
break.

After an early re-
sponse that an audit 
deemed too weak, San 
Diego brought the virus 
under control by near-
ly quadrupling the vac-
cines administered seven 
months into its outbreak.

By comparison, the 
state general funds Ken-
tucky spent on its out-
break amounted to less 
than a quarter as much, 
Brawley said, even as the 
virus ultimately infect-
ed nearly seven times as 
many people.

“In comparison, the 
Kentucky hepatitis A out-
break response has been 
too low and too slow …” 
Brawley, who resigned 
in June, told the Courier 
Journal.

“Had the state has-
tened its vaccination ef-
forts, it may have more 
quickly reduced the risk of 
the disease’s spread and 
prevented acute cases, 
hospitalizations for about 
50 percent of those cases, 
deaths and avoided mil-
lions of dollars in health-
care expenses for emer-
gency department visits 
and hospitalizations.”

Now, he said, “Ken-
tucky has the worst hep-
atitis A outbreak in the 
United States in the 21st 
century.”

‘His advice should 
have been heeded’

Others inside the 
health department, in-
cluding nurse Margaret 
Jones, manager of the 
state’s immunization pro-
gram, agreed that Braw-
ley’s recommendations 
could have curbed the 
outbreak faster.

“We should have done 
more sooner,” said Jones, 
who retired last summer. 
“If we had been able to 
get the vaccines out ear-
ly, we may not have near 
as many cases or near 
as many hospitalizations. 
… He knew what to do. 
I think his advice should 

have been heeded.”
Jones said others 

were surprised Howard 
didn’t follow the guidance 
from Brawley, a public 
health veteran who has 

holds specialized degrees 
in epidemiology and in-
fection control, and re-
tired from the U.S. Navy 
Medical Corps before 
joining the department in 
2006. Brawley eventually 
left his job as chief of the 
state health department’s 
infectious disease branch 
and now lives in Colum-
bus, Ohio.

Howard graduated 
medical school in 2014, 
was named acting com-
missioner just as the 
outbreak was declared in 

-
ceived his Kentucky medi-
cal license last year.

As recently as 2018, 
he was working on a pub-
lic health master’s degree 
at Harvard University and 

public health commission-
er in June.

Like Jones, others 
who work in rural Ken-
tucky were dismayed that 
Brawley’s recommenda-
tions were ignored.

“It’s shocking that 
decision was made. I’m 

Usher, manager of a drug 
prevention program in 
Wolfe County, which has 
one of the state’s highest 
rates of hepatitis A.

But Meier emphasized 
that the state’s response, 
led by the state epide-
miologist, was guided by 
a public health team in-
cluding epidemiologists, 
physicians, nurses and 
scientists. He pointed to 
county health department 
reserves and other sourc-
es of funding available 
to help address the out-
break.

and in other states hav-
en’t criticized Kentucky’s 
spending decisions. For 
most states, they said, 
resources dictate public 
health responses.

Howard echoed that 
sentiment, saying that 
while he never had an 
issue with the amount 
of money Brawley want-
ed to send out, the state 
“had to limit our response 
based on the capabilities 
that exist.” 

Hit hepatitis A hard 
and fast

Given the challenges 
and the unpredictabili-
ty of viral infections, ex-
perts said, it’s impossible 
to know the extent to 
which Kentucky’s out-
break would have been 
minimized with more re-
sources.

But experts say the 
unprecedented hepatitis A 
outbreaks that have sick-
ened more than 13,000 
Americans are a reminder 
that states must devote 
more resources to pre-
venting and controlling 
disease, despite a nation-
al erosion of public health 
budgets.

If rural health depart-
ments nationally were 
“properly resourced,” they 
might have been able to 
stop the vaccine-prevent-
able disease before it 
sickened so many, said Dr. 
Michael Brumage, an as-
sistant dean at the West 
Virginia University School 
of Public Health.

“This is something 
that happens in Third 
World nations,” Brumage 
said. “This should not be 
happening in the First 
World.”

Experts agreed that 
the way to bring hepatitis 
A under control is to hit it 
hard and fast. That saves 
money in the end, they 
said, because prevention 
always is less expensive 
than treatment.

“As soon as there’s 
a few cases, that’s the 
time to throw everything 
but the kitchen sink at it,” 
said Dr. Nate Smith, pres-
ident-elect of the Associ-
ation of State and Terri-

director of the Arkansas 
Department of Health. 
“Once you’ve got thou-
sands of cases across the 
state, it’s hard to get the 
genie back in the bottle.”

Howard said he ap-
preciates the severity of 
the outbreak, which has 
spread to 103 of Ken-
tucky’s 120 counties.

But it would be wrong, 
he said, to compare hep-
atitis A to other diseases 
affecting drug users, such 
as hepatitis C, which af-

the nation’s highest rates.
Howard said hepati-

tis A is different because, 
“for most people that get 
it, is a fairly mild disease. 
Your liver enzymes will 
go up. You’ll feel bad for 
a few days. And it will go 
away. … I think it would 
be a mistake to equate it 
with HIV, hepatitis C and 
diseases that cause se-
vere morbidity and mor-
tality.”

the hepatitis A outbreak 
has crested. The number 
of new cases each week 
is down from 150 in early 
November 2018, averag-

said their plans in 2019 in-
clude working to help lo-
cal departments vaccinate 
more regularly at jails, in-
crease vaccinations gen-
erally, enlist more federal-

to administer vaccines, 
and continue to push out 
federally funded vaccine 
to counties.

But even now, too 
many at-risk drug users 
and homeless still aren’t 
being reached, said Dr. 
Martin Gnoni, an infec-
tious disease specialist 
at Our Lady of Bellefon-
te Hospital near Ashland, 

-
side of Louisville to be hit 
last year.

Gnoni said his area 
could use more epidemi-
ologists and health de-
partment staff, as well 
as outreach teams in 
vans. To get the virus 
under control, Louisville’s 
220-person health de-
partment blanketed vul-
nerable residents, admin-
istering 25,000 vaccines.

And it paid off. By May, 
Louisville’s cases declined 
steadily. The city’s all-out 
response led to nearly 
100,000 vaccinations and 
was called a “gold stan-
dard” by the CDC.

But Appalachian coun-
ties have fewer resources 
and fewer places drug 
users and homeless peo-
ple concentrate, which 
has helped the virus race 
through the mountains.

In January, Martin 
County, where Ramey 
lived and died, recorded 
some of Kentucky’s high-
est rates of hepatitis A.

“I guess you could 
have seen it coming,” 
said Stephen Ward, the 
health department di-
rector in Martin County, 
where more than a third 
of the 11,000 residents 
live in poverty and addic-
tion touches nearly every 
family. 

The county gave out 
around 800 vaccines last 
year, but never got any of 
the state money targeted 
for vaccinations. Howard 
said he wasn’t sure why, 
although it did receive 
some federally funded 
shots.

Regardless, Ward said 
Martin County didn’t get 
enough resources from 
the state to combat the 
outbreak.

“I do understand the 
budget constraints that 
the state is under,” said 
Ward, who at times picked 
up rural residents so they 
could get vaccinated. “We 
are easy to ignore … But 
these people bring so 
much. They deserve to be 
rescued.”

He aches for the Ra-
mey family, who he knows 
well.

On a cold February 
morning, Stafford, Ra-
mey’s sister, visited the 
family cemetery in a 
wooded mountain valley. 

into the fresh earth and 
placed a garden gnome 
near her brother’s grave.

The 40-year-old fol-
lowed his father into coal 
mining and struggled with 
pills, heroin and meth for 
much of his life. Years of 
intravenous drug use had 
given him hepatitis C.

But his family remem-
bers him as a generous 
prankster, a 6-foot-2 
“brute” who loved car rac-
ing, riding his four-wheel-
er and hanging out with 
his two teen sons. 

No one in his fami-
ly had heard of hepatitis 
A until his girlfriend got 
it. Then Ramey contract-
ed the virus, and within 
weeks he was dead.

His family is still angry 
Kentucky isn’t doing more 
to save others from the 
same fate.

“This is very serious, 
and it needs to be taken 
more seriously,” Stafford 
said. “Our people are dy-
ing.”

Kentucky’s ‘too low and too slow’ response 
to the nation’s worst hepatitis A outbreak



SPECIAL TO 
APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

PIKEVILLE — REO 
Speedwagon will be 
joined by special guest 

Sister Hazel for a show 
on June 5 at the East 
Kentucky Expo Center.

Formed in 1967, REO 
Speedwagon has sold 
more than 40 million re-

cords, including 13 Top 
40 hits and two number 
ones with hits, “Keep On 
Loving You” and “Can’t 
Fight This Feeling.”

They will be joined 

by Sister Hazel. Formed 
in 1993 in Florida, Sister 
Hazel burst into the alter-
native rock scene with its’ 
1997 “All For You,” which 
peaked at Number 11 on 

the Billboard Hot 100 and 
reached the top of the 
U.S. Adult Top 40 chart.

Tickets will go on sale 
Friday, March 1, and start 
at $48.50.

Tickets will be avail-
able through the Appala-

ticketmaster.com, and 
by phone at, (800) 745-
3000.

REO Speedwagon coming to Expo in June

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Wesley Christian hosts 
living wax museum

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT

The Wesley Christian 
-

er living wax museum on 
Feb. 22, capping a three-
month study for partici-

grade students.
Teachers Sabrina 

Lequire and Laura Fitch 
coordinated the project, 
and parents were invit-
ed to watch students 
portray various histor-

-
tainers on Friday. The 
teachers said students 
started researching their 

three months ago and 
completed and memo-
rized essays about them. 
The students recited the 

-
itors who turned out on 
Friday. 

“Not only are they 
learning about historical 

get to come and do this,” 
Fitch said. “Learning to 
speak in front of others 
at such a young age, that 
will help them tremen-
dously.” 

The school’s gym 

-
ous characters, including 
Abraham Lincoln por-
trayed by Byran Powers, 
Dolly Parton portrayed 
by Emma Kidd, Poca-
hontas portrayed by Mia 
Lequire, Babe Ruth por-
trayed by Landon Spears, 
Paul Revere portrayed 
by Andrew Huynh, Al-
bert Einstein portrayed 
by Christian Hicks, Ame-
lia Earhart portrayed by 
Abby Hastings, Neil Arm-
strong portrayed by Will 
White, Helen Keller por-
trayed by Jasmine Oney, 
Betsy Ross portrayed by 
Madisyn Hunt, Princess 
Diana portrayed by Au-
brey Blair, Nancy Reagan 
portrayed by Ella Wells, 
George Washington por-
trayed by Daniel Black-
burn, Queen Elizabeth II 
portrayed by Lizzie Bra-
nham, Queen Elizabeth 
I portrayed by Eden Wil-
liams, Walt Disney por-
trayed by Evan Wells, 
Jacqueline Kennedy por-
trayed by Ella Keathley, 
Loretta Lynn portrayed 
by Shelby Justice and 
Anne Frank portrayed by 
Emily Goble.

Shirley Spencer came 

to the museum to watch 
her granddaughter Mad-
isyn Hunt perform and 
got autographs from all 
students participating. 
Spencer said the au-
tographs were for her 
granddaughter’s scrap-
book, but she also want-
ed to congratulate the 
students for their public 
speaking. 

Wesley Christian stu

Floyd Chronicle and Times 
photo by Mary Meadows

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows
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TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diately and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

FOR SALE

NNNNEEEEEEEEDDDD    EEEEXXXXTTTTRRRRAAAA
CCCCAAAASSSSHHHH???? Run a 
Classified Ad. 
They Work!
Call (800)539-
4054 Today!

APARTMENTS-
UNFURNISHED

2222BBBBRRRR    DDDDUUUUPPPPLLLLEEEEXXXX,,,,    
CCCC EEEE NNNN TTTT RRRR AAAA LLLL
heat/air, total 
electric. Close to 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
Call 606-886-9007 
or 606-889-9747.

HOUSES FOR RENT

NNNNIIIICCCCEEEE    3333    BBBBRRRR house 
for rent. Central 
heat/air, new car-
pet, new tile. Just 
off Rt. 80 at Gar-
rett. 606-226-
9257.

FFFFOOOORRRR    RRRREEEENNNNTTTT::::    
FFFFOOOOUUUURRRR BD brick, 
3 miles from Pres-
tonsburg on Rt. 
404. $600 month.
RRRREEEENNNNTTTT    TTTTOOOO    OOOOWWWWNNNN: 
16x80 3BR / 2BA
mobile home, on 
RT. 114 in Pres-
tonsburg. Call 
606-791-2845.

3333BBBBRRRR,,,,    1111BBBBAAAA
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE ffffoooorrrr    rrrreeeennnntttt....
Carport, large 
yard. Located be-
tween Prestons-
burg and Paints-
ville. Call 606-
886-9007 or 606-
889-9747.

BUSINESS PROP.
FOR RENT / LEASE

BBBBUUUUIIIILLLLDDDDIIIINNNNGGGG    AAAANNNNDDDD    
LLLLOOOOTTTT FFFFOOOORRRR    

LLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE
KKKKYYYY    RRRRTTTTEEEE....    1111444422228888
AAAALLLLLLLLEEEENNNN,,,,    KKKKYYYY    

44441111666600001111
Landlord may be 
reached at 606-
874-2244 between 
the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
Monday through 
Friday.

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY

TTTTHHHHEEEE    CCCCAAAARRRRLLLL DDDD....
Perkins Job Corps 
Center is seeking 
qualified profes-
sionals for the fol-
lowing positions:
• Residential Ad-
visor
• Residential Liv-
ing Supervisor
• Recreation Spe-
cialist
•Utility Driver/ 
Landscaper
•Office Adminis-
tration Instructor
•Carpentry In-
structor
Please submit re-
sumes to Debbie 
Haywood at 
haywood.debbie@j
obcrops.org

LEGALS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIICCCC
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

Pursuant to 405 
KAR 8:010, Sec-
tion 16(5), the fol-
lowing is a sum-
mary of permit-
ting decisions 
made by the De-
partment for Nat-
ural Resources, 
Division of Min 
Permits with re-
spect to applica-
tions to conduct 
surface coal min-
ing and reclama-
tion operations in 
Floyd County.
FLOYD, SPUR-
LOCK MINING, 
LLC, 
836-5615

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    TTTTOOOO    
UUUUNNNNKKKKNNNNOOOOWWWWNNNN
DDDDRRRRIIIIVVVVEEEERRRR    OOOOFFFF    
LLLLOOOOGGGG    TTTTRRRRUUUUCCCCKKKK    
DDDDRRRRIIIIVVVVIIIINNNNGGGG    OOOONNNN    
OOOOLLLLDDDD    KKKKYYYY    111111114444    

((((aaaakkkkaaaa    KKKKYYYY    2222555555555555))))    
AAAANNNNDDDD    

IIIINNNNVVVVOOOOLLLLVVVVEEEEDDDD    IIIINNNN    
SSSSIIIIDDDDEEEE----SSSSWWWWIIIIPPPPEEEE    

MMMMOOOOTTTTOOOORRRR    
VVVVEEEEHHHHIIIICCCCLLLLEEEE    

AAAACCCCCCCCIIIIDDDDEEEENNNNTTTT    OOOONNNN    
SSSSEEEEPPPPTTTTEEEEMMMMBBBBEEEERRRR    

22225555,,,,    2222000011118888
Notice is hereby 
given of the filing 
of a lawsuit 
styled: Makayla 
Williams v. Un-
known Driver of 
Log Truck Driving 
on KY 114 on Sep-
tember 25, 2018 
and Kentucky Na-
tional Insurance 
Company, Civil 
Action No: 19-CI-

LEGALS

0005 in the Floyd 
Circuit Court, Di-
vision II, Floyd 
County, Ken-
tucky.  In this 
lawsuit, personal 
injury claims are 
asserted against 
the Unknown 
Driver of the Log 
Truck.  On Febru-
ary 6, 2017, Attor-
ney Casey M. 
Jones of the Jones 
Law Firm, PLLC 
was appointed as 
warning order at-
torney to notify 
the Unknown 
Driver of the Log 
Truck the above 
action has been 
filed against 
him/her.  A copy 
of the Complaint 
can be obtained 
from the Jones 
Law Firm, PLLC.  
Under Kentucky's 
civil rules, the 
Unknown Driver 
of the Log Truck 
must answer the 
complaint within 
50 days of Febru-
ary 6, 2019.  If the 
Unknown Driver 
of the Log Truck 
fails to file an an-
swer, he/she 
might forfeit 
his/her rights to 
challenge the alle-
gations of the law-
suit.  The Un-
known Driver of 
the Log Truck is 
asked to contact 
Attorney Casey 
M. Jones by mail 
at P.O. Box 405 
P r e s t o n s b u r g ,  
Kentucky or by 
telephone at 
606.886.8940. 

LEGALS

AAAADDDDVVVVEEEERRRRTTTTIIIISSSSEEEE----
MMMMEEEENNNNTTTT    FFFFOOOORRRR    

PPPPRRRROOOOPPPPOOOOSSSSAAAALLLLSSSS
The Housing Au-
thority of Martin 
is seeking sealed 
proposals for LLLLeeee----
ggggaaaallll    SSSSeeeerrrrvvvviiiicccceeeessss....    
Proposals are due 
by 4444::::00000000    PPPPMMMM,,,,    FFFFRRRRIIII----
DDDDAAAAYYYY,,,,    MMMMAAAARRRRCCCCHHHH    
1111sssstttt,,,,    2222000011119999.... at the 
office of the Hous-
ing Authority and 
then will be 
opened publicly 
and read aloud.
The information 
for Proposals, 
Form of Bid, Form 
of Contract and 
other contract 
documents may 
be examined, or a 
copy obtained, at 
the Housing Au-
thority of Martin’s 
office located at 
109 Raymond 
Griffith Drive, 
#1101, Martin, 
KY 41649.
For any addition-
al information or 
a bid package, 
please contact Bil-
lie Webb, Execu-

tive

Director at 
(606)285-3681 or 
email martin-
housing2014@ya-
hoo.com.

LEGALS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIICCCC
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

Notice is hereby 
given that An-
drew Shepherd, 
2476 KY RT 850, 
David, KY. 41616, 
has filed an appli-
cation with the 
Energy and Envi-
ronment Cabinet 
to excavate and 
fill property. The 
property is locat-
ed at 2476 KY RT 
850, David, KY 
41616, located ap-
proximately 8 
miles from Pres-
tonsburg, KY, to 
effect the left fork 
of Middle Creek. 
Any comments or 
objections con-
cerning this appli-
cation shall be di-
rected to: Ken-
tucky Division of 
Water, Surface 
Water Permit 
Branch, Flood-
plain Manage-
ment Section 200 
Fair Oaks Lane, 
Frankfort, Ken-
tucky 40601. 
Phone: (502)564-
3410

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

TTTTOOOO    MMMMIIIINNNNEEEE
PPPPuuuurrrrssssuuuuaaaannnntttt    ttttoooo    
AAAApppppppplllliiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    

NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr    
888833336666----7777000011112222    

RRRReeeennnneeeewwwwaaaallll    NNNNoooo....    2222
In accordance 
with KRS 
350.055, notice is 
hereby given that 
Matt/Co, Inc., 439 
Meadows Branch, 
P r e s t o n s b u r g ,  
Kentucky 41653, 
has applied for a 
renewal of a per-

LEGALS

mit for a surface 
coal mining and 
reclamation oper-
ation located ap-
proximately 0.07 
miles east of Big 
Branch in Floyd 
County.  The pro-
posed operation 
will disturb 72.28 
surface acres 
within the permit 
boundary.
The proposed op-
eration is approxi-
mately 0.52 miles 
southeast from 
KY 302's junction 
with KY 1428 and 
located along Big 
Branch. 
The proposed op-
eration is located 
on the Lancer 
U.S.G.S 7 1/2 mi-
nute quadrangle 
map.  The opera-
tion will use the 
haul road only 
method of surface 
mining.  The sur-
face area to be 
disturbed is 
owned by Frank 
and Judith 
Adams, Tri-Star 
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  
Inc., and Alma 
Land Company.
The application 
has been filed for 
public inspection 
at the Depart-
ment for Natural 
Resources' Pike-
ville Regional Of-
fice, 121 Mays 
Branch Road, 
Pikeville, Ken-
tucky 41501-9331. 
Written com-
ments, objections, 
or requests for a 
permit conference 
must be filed with 
the Director of the 
Division of Mine 
Permits, 300 Sow-

LEGALS

er Boulevard, 
Frankfort, Ken-
tucky 40601.
TTTThhhhiiiissss    iiiissss    tttthhhheeee    ffffiiiinnnnaaaallll    
aaaaddddvvvveeeerrrr tttt iiii sssseeeemmmmeeeennnntttt     
ooooffff    tttthhhheeee    aaaapppppppplllliiiiccccaaaa----
ttttiiiioooonnnn.... All com-
ments, objections, 
or requests for a 
permit conference 
must be received 
within 30 days of 
today’s date.

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIICCCC
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

Notice is hereby 
given that Jordan 
Caldwell has filed 
an application 
with the Energy 
and Environment 
Cabinet to place 
durable rock to 
stabilize a creek 
bank. The proper-
ty is located on 
the upper Cow 
Creek Road ap-
proximately 1 
mile from Ky. Rt. 
194. Any com-
ments or objec-
tions concerning 
this application 
shall be directed 
to: Kentucky Divi-
sion of Water, 
Surface Water 
Permit Branch, 
Floodplain Man-
agement Section 
200 Fair Oaks 
Lane, Frankfort, 
Kentucky 40601. 
Phone: (502)564-
3410

LEGALS

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN    
TTTTOOOO    MMMMIIIINNNNEEEE    1111
PPPPuuuurrrrssssuuuuaaaannnntttt    ttttoooo    
AAAApppppppplllliiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    

NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr    
888899998888----4444444466663333    

RRRReeeennnneeeewwwwaaaallll    ####7777
In accordance 
with KRS 
350.055, notice is 
hereby given that 
Landmark Mining 
Company, Inc., 
P.O. Box 460 
Shelbiana, Ken-
tucky 41562, has 
applied for renew-
al of a permit for 
an underground 
coal mining
o p e r a -
tion located 5.1 
miles southwest 
of Pikeville in 
Pike County.  The 
proposed opera-
tion will 
d isturb/permit  
151.8 surface 
acres and will un-
derlie 876.0 shad-
ow area acres in 
Pike and Floyd 
Counties.
The proposed op-
eration is approxi-
mately 1.0 miles 
southwest from 
Island Creek 
road's junction 
with Ray Branch 
County Road and 
located 0.1 miles 
west of Island 
Creek.
The proposed fa-
cility is located on 
the Pikeville 
U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 mi-
nute quadrangle 
map. 
The application 
has been filed for 
public inspection 
at the Division of 
Mine Reclamation 
and Enforce-
ment's Pikeville 



Adult

LOOKING FOR
LOVE or just a
friendly chat?

Connect with Latino
singles in your area.
18-Plus Call 1-866-

686-5936. Try it free.
Make a Connection.
Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles

right now! Call
Livelinks. Try it

FREE. Call now. 1-
888-979-2264

TIRED OF THE
same old dating sites?

Meet real people in
your area and make a

new connection on
your terms! 18 plus
only. Call 1-855-850-

1741
Automobiles

CASH FOR CARS!
We buy all cars! Junk,
high-end, totaled – it
doesn’t matter! Get

free towing and same
day cash! NEWER

MODELS too! Call 1-
833-258-7036
Automotive

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HER-

ITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day

Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free

Towing, All
Paperwork Taken

Care Of. CALL 1-866-
713-1593

GOT AN OLDER
CAR, VAN OR SUV?
Do the humane thing.

Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call

1-855-443-0865
DONATE YOUR CAR
FOR BREAST CAN-
CER! Help United

Breast Cancer
Foundation educa-
tion, prevention, &
support programs.

FAST FREE PICKUP
- 24 HR RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUCTION 1-

877-624-2030
Business Services

HughesNet Satellite
Internet FOR BUSI-
NESS. 25mbps for
just $69.99/mo! Get

More Data FREE Off-
Peak Data. Built-in
WiFi for wireless
devices. FREE

Standard Installation.
CALL 1-855-893-3174

Cable/Utilities
DIRECTV & AT&T.

155 Channels &
1000s of

Shows/Movies On
Demand (w/SELECT

Package.) AT&T
Internet 99 Percent
Reliability.Unlimited

Texts to 120
Countries w/AT&T

Wireless. Call 4
FREE Quote CALL 1-

866-292-5435.
DISH TV -

$59.99/month for 190
channels. $100 Gift

Card with Qualifying
Service! Free premi-

um channels
(Showtime, Starz, &
more) for 3 months.
Voice remote includ-

ed. Restrictions apply,
call for details. Call 1-

855-303-4767
DIRECTV NOW. No

Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65

Channels. Stream
Breaking News, Live
Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No

Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL

1-833-743-7168
DISH TV $59.99 For
190 Channels $14.95
High Speed Internet.

Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR

Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restric-

tions apply. Call 1-
855-633-4574

Cellular
Get a SMART-
PHONE for $0

DOWN* with AT&T
Next® and AT&T
Next Every Year®
$250 Gift Card for

Switching to AT&T!
(*Reqs well-qualified

credit. Limits & restrs
apply.) 1-866-478-

8859
Farm for Sale

344 ACRE FARM,
100 acres tillable, bal-
ance pasture & wood-
land. Good Hunting.
Large house, 2 barns,
shop & warehouse.

$2600 per acre for all
- can divide. 270-668-

7455.
Financial Services
ATTENTION ALL

HOMEOWNERS in
jeopardy of foreclo-
sure? We can help

stop your home from
foreclosure The

Foreclosure Defense
helpline can help save
your home. The Call
is absolutely free 1-

800-758-4070
REDUCE IRS TAX
Debt! Resolve Back

Taxes! Stop Penalties
& Interest! Stop

Garnishments! 100%
FREE Consultation
Call Now 1-855-398-

3085
REVERSE MORT-

GAGE: Homeowners
age 62+ turn your

home equity into tax-
free cash! Speak with
an expert today and

receive a free booklet.
1-800-495-8446

Financial Benefits for
those facing serious

illness. You may qual-
ify for a Living

Benefit Loan today
(up to 50 percent of
your Life Insurance

Policy Death Benefit.)
Free Information.

CALL 1-855-701-9081
Have $10K In Debt?

Credit Cards. Medical
Bills. Personal Loans.
Be Debt Free in 24-48

Months. Call
NATIONAL DEBT

RELIEF! Know Your
Options. Get a FREE
debt relief quote: Call

1-877-934-0632
70 YEARS OLD, kids
are grown. Still need
your life insurance?

Or is a big LIFE SET-
TLEMENT CASH
PAYOUT smarter?

Call Benefit Advance.
1-855-419-5973

Grocery
ENJOY 100% guar-
anteed, delivered to-

the-door Omaha
Steaks! Makes a great

Holiday gift! SAVE
75% PLUS get 4

FREE Burgers! Order
The Family Gourmet
Feast - ONLY $49.99.
Call 1-855-995-4780

mention code
55586FFH or visit

www.omahasteaks.co
m/excellent20

Health Services
DO YOU HAVE

CHRONIC knee or
back pain? If you

have insurance, you
may qualify for the

perfect brace at little
to no cost. Get yours

today! 1-866-774-8415
Start Saving BIG On
Medications! Up To
90% Savings from

90DAYMEDS! Over
3500 Medications

Available!
Prescriptions Req'd.
Pharmacy Checker
Approved. CALL

Today for Your FREE
Quote. 844-274-9350

**STOP STRUG-
GLING ON THE

STAIRS** Give your
life a lift with an

ACORN STAIRLIFT!
Call now for $250
OFF your stairlift

purchase and FREE
DVD & brochure! 1-

855-709-8829
Craftmatic Adjustable
Beds for less! Up to
50% Off Leading
Competitors. #1

Rated Adjustable Bed.
Trusted Over 40

Years. All Mattress
Types

Available. Shop by
Phone and SAVE!

CALL 1-855-890-7656
VIAGRA and CIALIS

USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$!
50 Pills for $99.00.
FREE Shipping!

100% Guaranteed
and Discreet. CALL

1-855-535-2511
Sleep Apnea Patients

- If you have
Medicare coverage,

call Verus Healthcare
to qualify for CPAP
supplies for little or
no cost in minutes.

Home Delivery,
Healthy Sleep Guide
and More - FREE!
Our customer care
agents await your

call. 1-877-349-8574
Help Wanted - Truck

Drivers
NEW STARTING

BASE PAY - .50 cpm
w/ option to make .60
cpm for Class ACDL

Flatbed Drivers,
Excellent Benefits,

Home Weekends, Call
800-648-9915 or

www.boydandsons.co
m

TRAIN TODAY FOR
YOUR CDL in one of
our Seven locations in

Kentucky. Class A
and Class B Training.

Lake Cumberland
CDL 877-308-9638,
Call today to enroll.
Home Improvement

BATHROOM RENO-
VATIONS. EASY,

ONE DAY updates!
We specialize in safe
bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring &

seated showers. Call
for a free in-home

consultation: 1-844-
519-3621

CALL EMPIRE
TODAY® to schedule
a FREE in-home esti-

mate on Carpeting
and Flooring. Call

Today! 800-860-0392
Home Services

CROSS COUNTRY
MOVING. $799 Long
Distance Movers. Get
Free quote on your

long distance move 1-
800-864-4508

VIVINT Smart &
Complete Home

Security. Easily man-
age anywhere,
Professional

Installations early as
Tomorrow, $0

Activation. Call For a
Free Quote, Contract
Options. 1-800-878-

7568
DEALING WITH
WATER DAMAGE
requires immediate

action. Local profes-
sionals that respond

immediately.
Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call

today! 1-800-218-7180
Insurance Services
WITH MEDICARE,
shopping around is

key. Compare FREE
Quotes from A-Rated
Carriers to Save on a
Medigap Plan Today!

Get Covered and
Save!! Call 855-287-

4727, Mon-Thur: 8:00
am to 7:00 pm,

Fri:8:00 am to 6:00
pm, Sat:10:00 am to
1:00 pm (all times

Central)
DENTAL INSUR-

ANCE. Call
Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company
for details. NOT just

a discount plan,
REAL coverage for

350 procedures. 844-
478-8530 or

http://www.dental50pl
us.com/26 Ad# 6118

Internet/Phone
Service

AT&T Internet. Get
More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing.
Starting at $40/month

w/12-mo agmt.
Includes 1 TB of data

per month. Ask us
how to bundle and
SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply.

Call us today 1-877-
686-4720

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low As

$14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.)

Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic

Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and

More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-866-930-8254

FRONTIER COM-
MUNICATIONS
Internet Bundles.

Serious Speed!
Serious Value!

Broadband Max -
$19.99/mo or

Broadband Ultra -
$67.97/mo. Both

include FREE WiFi
Router. Call for

Details! 1-855-766-
1835

HughesNet Satellite
Internet - 25mbps

starting at $49.99/mo!
Get More Data FREE
Off-Peak Data. FAST

download speeds.
WiFi built in! FREE

Standard Installation
for lease customers!

Limited Time, Call 1-
844-804-1300

Spectrum Triple Play!
TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB
per second speed. No
contract or commit-

ment. More Channels.
Faster Internet.

Unlimited Voice. Call
1-844-359-2853

Legal Services
UNCONTESTED

DIVORCE? Parties
agree on settlement?

When a divorce is just
a divorce . . .

Divorce500.com; 833-
GET-A-DIVORCE.

Howard Law Group.
Frankfort, KY. We file

in all counties.
LUNG CANCER?
And Age 60+? You

And Your Family May
Be Entitled To

Significant Cash
Award. Call 888-888-
8888 for Information.
No Risk. No Money

Out Of Pocket. 1-866-
826-1890

Applying for Social
Security Disability or
Appealing a Denied

Claim? Call Bill
Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security

Disability Attorneys,
1-888-965-8450 FREE
Consultations. Local

Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW,

Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co.

(TX/NM Bar)]
Medical

Suffering from an
ADDICTION to
Alcohol, Opiates,

Prescription
PainKillers or other
DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to
speak with someone

who cares. Call NOW
1-888-706-5851

Stay in your home
longer with an

American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub.

Receive up to $1,500
off, including a free
toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub
and installation! Call
us at 1-877-530-1935

FDA-Registered
Hearing Aids. 100%
Risk-Free! 45-Day

Home Trial. Comfort
Fit. Crisp Clear

Sound. If you decide
to keep it, PAY ONLY
$299 per aid. FREE

Shipping. Call
Hearing Help Express

1- 844-665-4441
Portable Oxygen

Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!

Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility
with the compact

design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen

One. Free information

kit! Call 844-254-2147
Medical-Grade

HEARING AIDS for
LESS THAN $200!
FDA-Registered.

Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art fea-

tures & no audiologist
needed. Try it RISK
FREE for 45 Days!

CALL 1-866-544-3802
MobileHelp,

America's Premier
Mobile Medical Alert

System. Whether
You're Home or Away.
For Safety and Peace

of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today!

1-888-604-5776
SAVE ON YOUR

NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health

Link. Price Match
Guarantee!

Prescriptions
Required. CIPA

Certified. Over 1500
medications available.

CALL Today For A
Free Price Quote. 1-
866-629-5311 Call

Now!
Miscellaneous For

Sale
ADVERTISE your
JOB OPENING,

EVENT, ITEMS FOR
SALE, AUCTION,

etc. in this newspaper
plus 85 other newspa-

pers in KY for only
$250. Save time and

money by making one
call for all! For more
information, contact
the classified depart-

ment of this newspa-
per or call KPS at 1-
502-223-8821, email:
trevlett@kypress.com

Notices
Become a published
author! Publications

sold at all major secu-
lar & specialty

Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith

Publishing for your
FREE author submis-

sion kit. 1-877-422-
5856

Professional
Organizations

APLACE FOR MOM.
The nation's largest
senior living referral
service. Contact our
trusted, local experts
today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation.

CALL 1-855-670-0186
INVENTORS - FREE

INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your

product idea devel-
oped affordably by the

Research &
Development pros
and presented to

manufacturers. Call
1-844-860-3328 for a

Free Idea Starter
Guide. Submit your

idea for a free consul-
tation

Become a Published
Author. We want to

Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors

Since 1920 Book man-
uscript submissions

currently being
reviewed.

Comprehensive

Services:

Consultation,

Production,

Promotion and

Distribution Call for

Your Free Author’s

Guide 1-855-209-2951

or visit http://dorran-

ceinfo.com/Kentucky

Services

Put on your TV Ears

and hear TV with

unmatched clarity. TV

Ears Original were

originally $129.95 -

NOW WITH THIS

SPECIAL OFFER are

only $59.95 with code

MCB59! Call 1-855-

504-6564
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Need Extra

Cash?

Run a 

classified.

They work!They work!

LEGALS

Regional Office, 
121 Mays Branch 
Road, Pikeville, 
Kentucky 41501. 
Written com-
ments, objections, 
or requests for a 
permit conference 
must be filed with 
the Director, Divi-
sion of Mine Per-
mits, 300 Sower 
B o u l e v a r d ,
F r a n k -
fort, Kentucky 
40601.
TTTThhhhiiiissss    iiiissss    tttthhhheeee    ffffiiiinnnnaaaallll    
aaaaddddvvvveeeerrrr tttt iiii sssseeeemmmmeeeennnntttt     
ooooffff    tttthhhhiiiissss    aaaapppppppplllliiiiccccaaaa----
ttttiiiioooonnnn;;;; all com-
ments, objections 
or requests for a 
permit conference 
must be received 
within 30 days of 
this date.

IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN    TTTTOOOO    
EEEENNNNGGGGAAAAGGGGEEEE    IIIINNNN    AAAANNNN    

AAAALLLLCCCCOOOOHHHHOOOOLLLLIIIICCCC    
BBBBEEEEVVVVEEEERRRRAAAAGGGGEEEE    
BBBBUUUUSSSSIIIINNNNEEEESSSSSSSS

Hometown Con-
venience, LLC, 
PO Box 430 
Whitesburg, KY 
41858, hereby de-
clares intention(s) 
to apply for a Re-
tail Beer License 
NQ Retail Malt 
Beverage Package 
license(s) no later 
than April 15, 
2019. The busi-
ness to be licensed 
will be located at 
468 US 23 North 
P r e s t o n s b u r g ,  
Kentucky 41653 
doing business as 
P r e s t o n s b u r g  
DoubleKwik #23,
The (Owner(s); 
Principal Officers 
and Directors; 
Limited Partners; 
or Members) are 
as follows:
Owners:
Partner, Ina M 
Matthews of 250 
Bearfoot Trail, 
Whitesburg, KY 
41585.
Partner, Donna J. 
Childers of 114 
Country Knoll 
Lane, Nicholas-
ville, KY 40656.
Partner William 
D. Childers of 133 
Letcher St. 
Whitesburg, KY 
41858.
Any person, asso-
ciate, corporation, 
or body politic 
may protest the 
granting of the li-
censes by writing 
the Department of 
Alcoholic Bever-
ages Control, 
1003 Twilight 
Trail, Frankfort, 
Kentucky 40601-
8400, within thir-
ty (30) days of the 
date of this legal 
publication.

Statewides

YOUR
AD

COULD
BE

HERE!

Call our
advertising
staff today
at (800) 539-
4054 for

more details.
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To submit sports news or comments, contact Regional Sports Editor Randy White or Steve LeMaster • Phone: 606-886-8506  •  Email: sports@news-expressky.com
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BY STEVE LEMASTER

AND RANDY WHITE 

Prestonsburg fell be-
hind early and faced dou-
ble-digit defi cits through-
out the game as Johnson 
Central, the champion 
out of the 57th District, 
pulled away to win 80-49 
in the fi rst round of the 
15th Region Boys’ Bas-
ketball Tournament at 
the East Kentucky Expo 
Center on Monday night.

The runner-up out of 
the 58th District, Pres-
tonsburg ended its sea-
son 16-16 with the loss. 

With the win, John-
son Central improved to 
25-7 and advanced to the 
15th Region Boys’ Bas-
ketball Tournament semi-
fi nals.

The Golden Eagles 
took control early, out-
scoring Prestonsburg 
26-4 in the opening quar-
ter. Johnson Central led 
48-17 at halftime.

Johnson Central shot 
56.4 percent (31 of 55) 
from the fi eld. The Gold-
en Eagles were eight of 
21 (38.1 percent) from 
three-point range. 

Johnson Central shot 
83.3 percent (10 of 12) 
from the free-throw line.

Thriving inside, John-
son Central outrebound-
ed Prestonsburg 35-24.

Senior Gabe Ferrell 
led Johnson Central to 
the convincing victory. 
Ferrell, who has signed 
with the Eastern Ken-
tucky University base-
ball program, drained six 
three-point fi eld goals 
on his way to scoring a 
game-high 22 points for 
the Golden Eagles. 

Joining Ferrell in dou-
ble fi gures for Johnson 
Central, Cory VanHoose 
scored 18 points and 
John King contributed 10 
points. 

The other scor-
ers for Johnson Central 
were Isaiah May (seven 
points), Braxton Bent-
ley (four points), Jacob 
Rice (three points), Toby 
Spriggs (two points), 
Connor Lemaster (two 
points), Mason Fairchild 
(two points), Grant Bing-
ham (two points), Josh 
Slone (two points), Brett 
Caudill (two points), Zach 
Russell (two points) and 
Bryson Hackney (two 
points). 

May led Johnson 
Central inside, securing 
six rebounds. 

Prestonsburg shot 
42.2 percent (19 of 45) 
from the fi eld. The Black-
cats were three of 12 
from three-point range. 

Prestonsburg shot 50 
percent (eight of 16) from 
the free-throw line. 

Graham Burchett 
paced Prestonsburg with 
a team-best 14 points. 
Burchett was the only 
Prestonsburg player to 
reach double fi gures in 
the scoring column.

Narrowly missing 
double fi gures for the 
Blackcats, Blake Slone 
netted nine points. 

The other scorers for 
Prestonsburg were Adam 
Slone (seven points), 
Clayton Smith (seven 

ABOVE: Prestonsburg’s 
Graham Burchett goes 
up for a shot against 
Johnson Central’s Isaiah 
May Monday night in the 
opening round of the 
15th Region Tournament. 
The Blackcats fell to the 
Golden Eagles 80-49. 
Prestonsburg ended 
the season with a 16-16 
record.

LEFT: Prestonsburg’s 
Blake Slone goes up 
for a shot over Johnson 
Central’s John King 
Monday night at the East 
Kentucky Expo Cen-
ter during the opening 
round of the 15th Region 
Tournament.

Floyd Chronicle and Times 
photos by Randy WhiteSee BLACKCATS, Page 13A
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points), Kaleb Jarvis (four 
points), Ryan Rose (three 
points), Josh Hall (two 
points), Will Gullett (two 
points) and Grant Justice 
(one point).

In the nightcap of 
the 15th Region Boys’ 
Basketball Tournament 
on Monday, Shelby Val-
ley defeated Pike County 
rival Phelps 59-33. John-
son Central will face 
Shelby Valley in the 15th 
Region Boys’ Basketball 
Tournament Semifi nals at 
6:30 p.m. on Friday.  

Shelby Valley 59,
Phelps 34
The third quarter 

was the difference Mon-
day night in the opening 
round of the 15th Region 
Tournament. 

Shelby Valley out-
scored Phelps 25-8 in the 
third quarter to roll to a 
59-34 win over the Hor-
nets.

With the win, Shel-
by Valley advances to 
the 15th Region semifi -
nals Friday night to take 
on Johnson Central. The 
Wildcats picked up a 71-
69 win over Johnson Cen-

tral in the regular season 
fi nale in the teams’ last 
meeting. 

Cameron Worrix had 
a huge game for the 
Wildcats. He scored a 
game-high 24 points and 
came up with four steals. 
Cody Potter struggled 
shooting for the Wildcats 
going three for 12, but 
he fi nished with a dou-
ble-double. Potter had 
10 points, 11 rebounds, 
three blocks and a steal. 
Orbie McPeek fi nished 
with 10 points and sev-
en rebounds. Samuel 
Stanley added six points 
in the win. Keian Worrix 
had two points, a game-
high eight assists and 
two steals. Seth Johnson, 
Aaron Bates and Russ 
Osborne each scored two 
points. John Flaney add-
ed a point in the win.

Phelps turned the ball 
over 20 times, resulting 
in 20 points off of turn-
overs for the Wildcats. 
Shelby Valley outscored 
Phelps 16-8 in fastbreak 
points. The Wildcats also 
outscored Phelps 36-20 
in the paint. 

Phelps came out ear-
ly in a three-two zone 
that bothered Shelby Val-
ley. The Hornets and the 

Wildcats were tied at 12-
12 at the end of the fi rst. 

The Hornets held the 
lead for most of the sec-
ond quarter, but McPeek 
hit a buzzer beater to 
give the Wildcats a 21-16 
halftime lead. 

Trey Francis led the 
way for the Hornets. Trey 
Francis scored a team-
high 15 points, he pulled 
down fi ve rebounds, 
dished out two assists 
and came up with three 
steals. He was the only 
Hornet to reach double 
fi gure scoring.

Jason Casey added 
eight points for Phelps. 
Seth Mayhorn followed 
with six points and six re-
bounds. Dominick Francis 
scored three and Cam-
eron Sanson chipped in 
with two points.

Phelps fi nished the 
season with a 15-15 re-
cord. The Hornets won 
their fi rst 60th District ti-
tle since 2012.

Shelby Valley (28-5) 
is scheduled to take on 
Johnson Central at 6:30 
p.m. Friday night at the 
East Kentucky Expo Cen-
ter in the 15th Region 
semifi nals.

BLACKCATS
Continued From Page 12A

Johnson Central’s 
Gabe Ferrell goes up 
to block Prestons-
burg’s Grant Jus-
tice’s shot attempt 
Monday night in 
the opening round 
of the 15th Region 
Tournament at the 
East Kentucky Expo 
Center.

Floyd Chronicle and Times 
photo by Randy White

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Prestonsburg’s Kaleb Jarvis goes up for a layup against Johnson Central Monday 
night in the opening round of the 15th Region Tournament at the East Kentucky 
Expo Center.
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Jaguars capture 58th District crown
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

LOUISA — Floyd 
Central remains on top 
in the 58th District. The 
Jaguars, under the di-
rection of head coach 
Shawn Hager, outlast-
ed rival Prestonsburg 
44-41 in the 58th Dis-
trict Boys’ Basketball 
Tournament champion-
ship game at Lawrence 
County High School on 
Thursday night. 

With the win, Floyd 
Central improved to 
6-24.

P r e s t o n s b u r g 
dropped to 16-15 with 
the loss. 

Both Floyd Central 
and Prestonsburg ad-
vanced to the 15th Re-
gion Boys’ Basketball 
Tournament at the East 
Kentucky Expo Central 
in Pikeville.

Floyd Central shot 
34.9 percent (15 of 
43) from the fi eld. The 
Jaguars were three of 
13 (23.1 percent) from 
three-point range. 

Floyd Central shot 
64.7 percent (11 of 17) 
from the free-throw 
line. 

The Jaguars and 
Blackcats swapped 
leads throughout the 
district title game. Pres-
tonsburg packed a 19-
15 lead into halftime 
but faltered after the 
intermission period. 

Ethan Smith-Mills 

led Floyd Central to the 
district title-clinching 
victory, scoring a game-
high 19 points. 

Brady Conn accom-
panied Smith-Mills in 
double fi gures in scor-
ing and ranked as Floyd 
Central’s top rebounder, 
fi nishing with 12 points 
and eight rebounds. 

In another solid in-
dividual performance, 
Brandon Little added 
eight points and six re-
bounds for the Jaguars.

Rounding out the 
Floyd Central individu-
al scoring, Blake Slone 
and Caleb Hager post-
ed three points and two 
points, respectively. 

Adam Slone paced 
Prestonsburg with a 
team-best 15 points. 
Accompanying Slone in 
double fi gures for the 
Blackcats, Graham Bur-
chett added 11 points. 

Blake Slone nearly 
reached double fi gures 
for Prestonsburg, post-
ing nine points. 

The other scorers 
for Prestonsburg were 
Grant Justice (four 
points) and Kaleb Jarvis 
(two points).  

Along with Floyd 
Central and Prestons-
burg, the 15th Region 
Boys’ Basketball Tour-
nament fi eld includes 
Johnson Central, Shelby 
Valley, Phelps, Paints-
ville, Pike County Cen-
tral and Pikeville.

Floyd Chronicle and Times photos by Steve LeMaster

TOP: Floyd Central poses with the 58th District trophy at Lawrence County after 
knocking off  Prestonsburg 44-41 in the 58th District championship game.

BOTTOM: Floyd Central’s Ethan Smith-Mills goes up for a shot over a pair of Pres-
tonsburg defenders in the 58th District championship. Floyd Central picked up a 
44-41 win over the Blackcats to claim the 58th District title. Smith-Mills scored a 
game-high 19 points for the Jaguars.


