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P’burg to 
buy property 

for trail
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER

The Prestonsburg City 
Council moved forward with 
plans for the rail-to-trail proj-
ect that is set to stretch from 
West Prestonsburg to David last 
week.

During a special meeting on 
Dec. 27, the city council gave 
Mayor Les Stapleton authority 
to buy the properties for the 
trail from CSX.

He reported after the 
meeting that the city is paying 
$395,000 for 159 acres of prop-
erty from CSX.

The city received prelimi-
nary approval in Aug. 2017 to 

See TRAIL

P’burg seeks 
lease for 

horse park
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER

The Prestonsburg City 
Council is seeking a new part-
ner for the city’s equine center. 

During a special called 
meeting on Dec. 27, the city ap-
proved seeking proposals from 
individuals and companies that 
are interested in operating the 
facility, located on StoneCrest.

The Prestonsburg Equine 
Center offers two barns, two rid-
ing rings with bleacher seating, 

See 

Police:
Drugs found 

at hotel 
A FLOYD 

CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES 

STAFF REPORT 

Local law 
enforcement 

-
port that they 
seized more 
than 300 grams of crystal meth, 
cocaine and other drugs while 
executing a search warrant at a 
Prestonsburg hotel.

According to a press release 

-
ty Sheriff’s Department and the 
Martin Police Department exe-
cuted a search warrant at Super 

-
-

Changing of the guard
A FLOYD CHRONICLE AND 

TIMES STAFF REPORT 

seen numerous changes 
in 2018, and, with lead-
ership changes and proj-
ects underway, it appears 
the changes will continue 
in the New Year. The fol-
lowing stories highlight 
some of the most prom-
inent events of the year, 
arranged in no particular 
order.

New leaders elected
The 2018 elec-

-

Independent judge-ex-
ecutive, Robbie Williams, 
who will take his seat in 
January, and a switch of 
the county’s representa-
tive in the state House 
from Republican to Dem-
ocratic control.

Voters ousted 
Judge-Executive Ben 
Hale, magistrates Randy 
Davis and John Goble, 
Prestonsburg City Council 

-

-
See 
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2018 in Pictures

Senator Johnny Ray Turner dances to “Do You Love Me” with instructor Mary 
Slone at “Dancing for Shelter.” The event raised more than $30,000 for the coun-
ty’s new homeless shelter, the East Kentucky House of Hope. 

The Battle of Middle Creek attracted thousands of participants and spectators in 
September to view live reenactments of the Civil War battle, mingle with reenac-
tors at several events and buy items in the living history camp. 

-
aging artisans and up-and-coming businesses to participate. Hundreds of peo-
ple attended these events. 

Regina McClure of the Big Sandy Area Development District answers questions 
for Wayland residents during a meeting about a voluntary buyout of properties in 
the city. 

Prestonsburg Mayor Les Stapleton and Fire Chief Mike Brown present Darrell Big Sandy Area Development District Director Sandy Runyon speaks to US Con-
gressman Harold “Hal” Rogers in April. Runyon retired from the BSADD in Au-

Floyd County School Board Member Dr. Chandra Varia, pictured here during a 
meeting in August, donated funds through her family foundation so students can 
visit the East Kentucky Science Center, free of charge, for years to come. 

Munroe, the house comedian for the Billie Jean Osborne Kentucky Opry, made 

center, laugh during a ribbon 

It was part of a celebration of 
the business’ expansion. The 

multi-million dollar “mega spa” 

Himalayan salt rooms available 
in Kentucky to Allen, as well 

as med-spa services that were 
previously only available in oth-

er areas of the state.



8 on Dec. 27.

The search resulted 

in the discovery of crystal 

meth, cocaine, “molly,” 

numerous prescription 

pills, drug parapherna-

$200, the sheriff ’s de-

partment reported.

Sgt. Oliver Lit tle ar-

rested Shawn M. Camp-

bell, 40, of Summer 

Shade, charging him with 

-

-

trolled substance, one 

count of second-degree 

third-degree possession 

of a controlled substance, 

receiving stolen property 

felon and possession of 

drug paraphernalia.

Lit tle reported in the 

-

cials were following up 

on a tip about meth be-

ing sold from the hotel. 

The room was registered 

to another person, he re-

ported. 

Lit tle reported that 

deputies found 161 

substance believed to be 

meth in the hotel room 

and another 146 grams 

of the same type of sub-

stance in Campbell’s ve-

hicle, as well as a plastic 

tube with what appeared 

to be cocaine, pills, drug 

paraphernalia and the 

gun, which was regis-

tered as stolen. 

The sheriff ’s depart-

ment reported in the 

press release that the 

investigation continues, 

and more arrests are ex-

pected to follow.

Campbell pleaded 

not guilty to the charges 

during an arraignment on 

Dec. 27. District Judge 

Jimmy Marcum placed 

him under a $10,000 full 

cash bond and ordered 

him not to leave the state 

if he is released from cus-

tody. Marcum scheduled 

a preliminary hearing for 

Jan. 2. 

In a separate case, 

Campbell was charged 

with being a fugitive from 

Indiana.

He waived extradition 

in that case during a Dec. 

28 hearing.

Submitted photo

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 

AND TIMES STAFF REPORT

The Floyd County 

Recreation, Tourist and 

Convention Commission 

meeting of the year on 

Thursday.

No commission mem-

bers turned out to at-

tend the meeting, and 

the cancellation was not 

announced prior to the 

meeting. 

The agency’s meet-

ings are scheduled to be 

held on the fourth Thurs-

day of each month at the 

county courthouse.

No shows at 

Floyd tourism 

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 

AND TIMES STAFF REPORT

The Floyd County 

Board of Education re-

cently adopted the dis-

trict ’s school calendar 

for the upcoming school 

year, and there aren’t 

many changes expected.

Students are sched-

uled to start school on 

-

nal day for students is set 

for May 8, 2020, barring 

inclement weather clo-

sures.

As it has done for 

years, the school district 

-

structional days into the 

calendar to cushion the 

number of days missed 

if inclement weather aris-

es. As presented, the 

177-day calendar would 

allow students to miss up 

to 20 days for inclement 

weather and still start 

their summer in May, the 

district reported.  

For the past 10 years, 

the district has lost an 

average of 19 days annu-

ally for inclement weath-

er closures. 

The calendar was de-

veloped by the district ’s 

calendar commit tee. I t 

must be approved by the 

school board prior to May 

15 each year.

Floyd BOE sets 
new school

calendar for 19-20
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EDITORIAL

The Floyd County 
Board of Education has 
a tough decision to make 
in regards to whether the 
district can afford to give 
pay raises for teachers. 

At a recent board of 
education meeting, Su-
perintendent Danny Ad-
kins told Floyd County 
Education Association 
President Angela Cole-

looking for funding to 
give teachers raises. 

Coleman asked the 
board to consider rais-
es, citing salary chang-
es approved this year 

Floyd County and given 
to teachers in Johnson 
County.

Adkins told her that 

some numbers” to de-
termine whether teacher 
raises will be possible. 

We understand why 
he said that work will 
take several months.

Teachers in Floyd 
County and across the 
nation have one of the 
hardest jobs around. 
They’re educating our fu-
ture and they deserve to 
be paid well for that crit-
ical service they provide 
to us, day in and out.

We also understand 
that without a good 
wages, the district can’t 
attract good teachers, 
which is imperative if we 
want to live in a county 
where children get the 
education they need and 
deserve.

But therein lies the 
dilemma.  

The district employs 
hundreds of teachers, 
all of whom have various 
skills levels and exper-

-
ually emphasize the need 
for them to grow and 

-
tions, like the district’s 

goal to have half of all of 
its teachers earn Nation-

2020.
In making this deci-

sion about raises, board 

must be cognizant that 
the decisions made this 
year will impact district 
budgets for years to 
come. 

It’s not just a ques-
tion of whether teachers 
deserve raises, because 
we all know they do. And 
it’s not just a question of 
whether the district can 
afford raises this year. 

It’s a matter of wheth-

er the district will still be 
able to afford these rais-
es years down the road, 
and that concern is lying 
bare at the base of this 
issue because our econo-
my is struggling.

When the board 
chairman asked whether 
the district can sustain 
the salary increases for 

-
er this year, the district’s 

right now, we can, but 
it’s like, is it going to rain 
next week?”  

In making this de-
cision, the board must 

weigh all possibilities 
and uncertainties about 
the region’s economy. 
They’ll be weighing their 
decision about this raise 
with the burden that will 
ultimately be placed on 
Floyd County taxpayers, 
who’ll be paying for it. 

Balance is necessary.
If the numbers work 

out and the district be-
comes fully convinced 
the raises can be more a 

to the school system’s 
future, then we say that 
it’s absolutely a deserved 
move. 

Teacher raises could impact district, 
taxpayers for years to come  

GUEST EDITORIAL

THE ADVOCATE-
MESSENGER

Kentuckians are 
among the least healthy 
people in the country.

Kentucky ranked 
45th for overall health 
outcomes — down three 
spots from 2017, accord-
ing to an annual report 
from America’s Health 
Rankings.

The states that rank 
worse than Kentucky are 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Al-
abama, Oklahoma and 
Arkansas.

The top ranked states 
were Hawaii, Massachu-
setts, Connecticut, Ver-
mont and Utah, respec-
tively.

In the report, 35 
markers of health associ-
ated with behavior, com-
munity and environment, 
as well as policy and clin-
ical care are measured 

and ranked.
The report found 

Kentucky leads the na-
tion in physical inactivity 
among adults, prevent-
able hospitalizations and 
cancer deaths.

Additionally, Ken-
tucky ranks 47th for rates 
of drug-related deaths, 
49th for rates of smok-
ing, 43rd for children in 
poverty and rate of obe-
sity, 48th for frequent 
mental distress, 49th for 
frequent physical distress 
and 47th for premature 
death.

Some key positive 
highlights from the re-
port included:

years, the percentage of 
uninsured decreased 65 
percent from 15 percent 
to 5.3 percent of the pop-
ulation, ranking Kentucky 
eighth in the nation.

air pollution decreased 41 
percent from 13.8 to 8.2 

-
cles per cubic meter.

rates of violent crime, 

for rates of such crimes.

seventh for high-school 
graduation rates, with 
88.6 percent of people 
graduating.

Some key negative 
highlights from the re-
port included:

years, frequent mental 
distress increased 17 per-
cent from 13.8 percent to 
16.2 percent of adults.

years, diabetes increased 
22 percent from 10.6 
percent to 12.9 percent 
of adults.

years, excessive drink-
ing increased 27 percent 

from 13.6 percent to 17.3 
percent of adults.

living in poverty is 22.4 
percent, ranking Ken-
tucky 43rd in the nation.

deaths increased 11 per-
cent from 211.6 to 234.9 
deaths per 100,000 pop-
ulation.

The full report can 
be accessed at ameri-
cashealthrankings.org.

State legislators and 
-

velop and implement pol-

mind.
One critical aspect 

of improving the state’s 
health will be ensuring 
residents maintain ac-
cess to health insurance, 
which will continue to 
improve access to care. 
Kentucky has made great 
strides in recent years in 
this area, evidenced by 

this report.
Without access to 

health care, Kentuckians 
will continue to fall be-
hind the rest of the coun-
try in areas of health and 
wellbeing.

The health of the 
state’s residents is critical 
to our success in many 
ways. A healthy popu-
lation means a healthi-
er workforce, which can 
attract more business-
es and industries to our 
state. Healthier children 
will be able to take better 
advantage of education 
opportunities. Improved 
health will reduce med-
ical costs for individuals 
and the state.

Improving our state’s 
health rankings will not 
be an easy task. The 
state will need to contin-
ue taking a multi-faceted 

drug epidemic, working 

with public health agen-
cies, hospitals, schools, 
law enforcement, church-
es and treatment pro-
grams.

We will also need to 
continue looking at poli-
cies and legislation that 
will reduce tobacco use.

ways to improve access 
to care for diabetics. Ed-
ucation about how to live 
with diabetes and pre-
vent it will also be critical.

Likewise, improving 
access to mental health 
care and removing the 
stigma about mental ill-
ness with education cam-
paigns will also be critical.

Most importantly, we 
want to see our commu-
nity and our neighbors 
healthier in all facets — 
physically, mentally and 

Kentucky is a beau-
tiful place to live and is 
full of potential. Our state 
can’t reach its greatest 
potential if its people are 
dying too early, suffering 
mentally and physically 
and falling behind in so 
many other ways.

Health ranking shows Kentucky has a lot to work on



Thelma Allen
Thelma Allen, 87, of 

Hueysville, died Thurs-
day, Dec. 27, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Rondal Ray
Hall

Rondal Ray Hall, 76, 
of Garrett, died Monday, 
Dec. 24, 2018. 

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin. 

Donnie 
McKenzie

Donnie McKenzie, 61, 
of Garrett, died Thurs-
day, Dec. 27, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Janet Martin
Janet Marlene Mar-

tin, 62, of Prestonsburg, 
died Wednesday, Dec. 
26, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Pearlie Porter
Pearlie Porter, 70, of 

Grayson, died Wednes-
day, Dec. 26, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Shirley Ann Rose
Shirley Ann Rose, 73, 

of Prestonsburg, died 
Wednesday, Dec. 26, 
2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

SPECIAL TO THE FLOYD

CHRONICLE AND TIMES

The following mar-
riages and property 
transfers have recently 

Marriages
Sheila Sparkman, 

43, of Langley, to Ronald 
D. Ousley, 49, of Langley

Donald Ray Goble 
Jr., 36, of Prestonsburg, 
to Savannah Harris, 33, 
of Prestonsburg

Darlena Lashae 
Hall, 29, of Teaberry, to 
James Nicholas Blanken-
ship, 37, of Teaberry

Donna K. Johnson, 
65, of Virgie, to Garrie 
R. Caudill, 64, of Minnie

Vernon Brian John-
son, 48, of Hi Hat, to 
Elizabeth Crawford, 50, 
of Hi Hat

Rachael Renee Cau-
dill, 34, of Prestonsburg, 
to James Wesley Laf-
ferty, 41, of Prestons-
burg

Property transfers
Michael Hall to Bar-

bara Mature (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 250)

LJ Hampton, Nancy 
Hampton to Ben Hamp-
ton (Deeds Book 642; 
pg. 253)

Paula Smith to Jor-
dan Caldwell, Morgan 
Caldwell (Deeds Book 
642; pg. 257)

Dewey Bentley, Ma-
leaha Bentley to Louis 
C. Bentley (Deeds Book 
642; pg. 260)

Maggie Banks, Tim 
Banks, Beverly Bran-
ham, Curtis Branham, 
Eugene Branham, Mary 
Branham, Rhonda Bra-
nham, Roy Branham, 
Connie Estep, Steve 
Estep, Belinda Risner, 
Henry Risner, to Maggie 
Banks, Tim Banks, Matil-

da Hinchman (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 263)

Clifford Tackett to 
Carmel Hall, Melinda 
Hall (Deeds Book 642; 
pg. 270)

Vanderbilt Mortgage 
and Finance to Amy Bur-
gess Smith, Levi Travis 
Smith (Deeds Book 642; 
pg. 274)

Krista Cole, Robert 
Cole to Leonard Cieslak, 
Patricia Cieslak (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 279)

Leonard Cieslak, Pa-
tricia Cieslak to Harry 
Greene, Patricia Greene 
(Deeds Book 642; pg. 
283)

Nationstar Home 
Equity Loan Trust, The 
Bank of New York to CR 
2018 LLC (Deeds Book 
642; pg. 287)

Donald Hansford, 
Cheryl Hansford, James 
Webb, Nodga Webb to 
Tyann Hansford (Deeds 
Book 642; pgs. 295)

Donald Hansford, 
Cheryl Hansford,  to 
Tyann Hansford (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 299)

Charles E. Johnson 
to Shelby J. Branham, 
Terry L. Hays (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 302)

Master Commission-
er Gregory Isaac, HSBC 
Bank USA, Teresa Moss, 
Teresa Pigman and un-
known spouse, Barba-
ra Slone and unknown 
spouse, estate of Bar-
bara Slone  to Anacon-
da Holding Inc. (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 305)

Misty Stevens to 
Patrick Stevens (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 310)

Maggie Banks, Tim 
Banks, Beverly Bran-
ham, Curtis Branham, 
Eugene Branham, Mary 
Branham, Rhonda Bra-
nham, Roy Branham, 
Connie Estep, Steve 
Estep to Maggie Banks, 
Tim Banks, Curtis Hat-

Matilda Hinchman, Be-
linda Risner, Henry Ris-
ner (Deeds Book 642; 
pgs. 332, 342)

Fannie Mae, Federal 
National Mortgage As-
sociation to Ernie Jus-
tice (Deeds Book 642; 
pg. 314)

Gladys Brookhart, 
Glen Brookhart to G&G 
Trust (Deeds Book 642; 
pgs. 317, 321)

Patricia Webb, Paul 
M. Webb to Sherry S. 
Robinson (Deeds Book 
642; pgs. 325)

Jimmy Harvey to 
Charles Adkins (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 328)

Christina Elliott to 
Christina Elliott, Michael 
Shepherd (Deeds Book 
642; pg. 349)

Master Commission-
er Gregory Issac, Blue 
World Pools Inc., Branch 
Banking and Trust Com-
pany, Asset Acceptance 
LLC, April Lucas, Ken-
is Lucas, Kennis Lucas, 
Portfolio Recovery As-
sociates to Estil Stumbo, 
Matthew L. Wells (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 352)

Gary N. Francis, 
Lisa J. Francis to Lisa F. 
Hylton, Marcus J. Hylton 
(Deeds Book 642; pg. 
358)

Haskel Prater to 
Clyde Reed, Tara Lynn 
Reed (Deeds Book 642; 
pg. 362)

Johnny McKinney, 
Charla McKinney to 
Kevin Newsome, Lakita 
Newsome (Deeds Book 
642; pg. 366)

Elizabeth Martin 
to Tametha Sparkman 
(Deeds Book 642; pg. 
371)

Deanna Shelton to 
Jarvie Hamilton (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 375)

Floyd County Fiscal 
Court to Prater Creek 
Food Pantry, lease 

(Deeds Book 642; pg. 
379)

Wesburn Inc. to 
Rental Management 
Service LLC (Deeds Book 
642; pgs. 400, 448)

Marie Blackburn, 
Shawn Blackburn, 
Steve Blackburn, Wes-
ley Blackburn to Rental 
Management Service 
LLC (Deeds Book 642; 
pgs. 391, 407, 416, 425, 
433, 455)

Master Commis-
sioner Gregory Isaac, 
Katrina (Lewis) Bar-
tram, Jeffery Bartram, 
JP Morgan Chase Bank, 
SWABS Revolving Home 
Equity Loan Trust to 
ABN AMRO Mortgage 
Group Inc., CitiMortgage 
Inc., Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation 
(Deeds Book 642; pg. 
385)

Kansas Ousley to 
Donovan K. Ousley 
(Deeds Book 642; pg. 
441)

Master Commis-
sioner Gregory Isaac, 
Dickie Branham, Com-
monwealth of Kentucky, 
Nationstar Mortgage 
to Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC (Deeds Book 642; 
pg. 463)

Paul Mullins to Jeff 
Devers (Deeds Book 
642; pg. 469)

Dallas Ousley, Den-
nis Ousley, Sandy Ous-
ley to Michael Kendrick 
(Deeds Book 642; pg. 
473)

Noah Vance Jr. to 
Noah M. Vance (Deeds 
Book 642; pg. 378)

Creed Acree, Lar-
ry D. Acree to Ashley 
G. Hunter, Maynard L. 
Hunter (Deeds Book 
642; pg. 482)

Allen V. Turner, Kar-
en L. Turner to Karen 
L. Turner (Deeds Book 
642; pg. 486)

Marriages, property transfers 
filed in Floyd County

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 
AND TIMES STAFF REPORT

Kentucky Transpor-
tation Cabinet will award 
up to 30 scholarships for 
the 2018-2019 school 
year for prospective and 
current college students 
pursuing civil engineering 
and engineering technol-
ogy degrees. 

The deadline to apply 
is Feb. 1, 2019.

As many as 20 com-
petitive civil engineer-
ing scholarships will be 
awarded for students 
who attend the Universi-
ty of Kentucky, Universi-
ty of Louisville, Western 
Kentucky University or 
Kentucky State Universi-

ty. 
KYTC and the Ken-

tucky Community and 
Technical College System 
teamed to develop an as-
sociate degree program 
in civil engineering tech-
nology at two campuses 
– Bluegrass Community 
and Technical College in 
Lexington and Big Sandy 
Community and Techni-
cal College in Prestons-
burg.

In addition to gaining 
tuition assistance, recipi-
ents will have the oppor-
tunity to work during the 
summers and are guar-
anteed post-graduation 
employment.

“From intern to dep-
uty secretary, the Civil 

Engineering Scholarship 
launched my 22- year 
career in transportation,” 
said KYTC Deputy Secre-
tary Paul Looney. “I know 

investing in the educa-
tion of future transpor-
tation professionals and 
leaders who will shape 
the industry and build 
infrastructure that keeps 
the Commonwealth con-
nected.”

Freshmen and soph-
omores attending univer-
sities with these schol-
arships receive $6,200 
per semester, while ju-
niors and seniors receive 
$6,600 per semester, to 
complete a Bachelor of 
Science in civil engineer-

ing. Students agree to 
work one year for KYTC 
for each year of assis-
tance.

The Cabinet will 
award up to 10 schol-
arships for participating 
community college stu-
dents, who can choose 
to attend either campus 
in Prestonsburg or Lex-
ington. 

Each scholarship stu-
dent will receive $3,000 
per semester plus the 
opportunity of a summer 
job and full-time place-
ment with KYTC upon 
graduation.

For more informa-
tion, visit, transportation.
ky.gov.

Engineering scholarships available

SPECIAL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONICLE AND TIMES

The Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet an-
nounced all personalized 
license plates will tran-
sition to a birth month 
expiration beginning Jan. 
2, 2019, to comply with 
House Bill 530. This legis-
lative change brings per-
sonalized license plates 
in line with standard is-
sue plates that expire on 
the last day of the vehicle 
owner’s birth month.

Currently, personal-
ized license plates expire 
annually on Dec. 31 and 
all applicants must renew 
their registration in-per-
son at their local County 

Nov. 15 and Dec. 31. 
Beginning in January, 

individuals with January, 
February or March birth 
months will renew their 
personalized plates in 
person or online (secure.
kentucky.gov/kytc/re-
newal) anytime between 
their birth month and 
April 30, 2019. All other 
birth months will renew 
by the last day of their 

birth month. In 2020, all 
applicants will renew by 
the last day of their birth 
month.

Personalized plate 
holders who renew be-
tween Nov. 15 and Dec. 
31 will pay 2019 registra-
tion fees for the period of 
Jan. 1, 2019, through the 
last day of the individual’s 
birth month in 2019. On-
line renewal is not avail-
able through Dec. 31 but 
will resume Jan. 2, 2019, 
for unexpired registra-
tion renewals only. The 
changes only affect the 
timing of when applicants 
renew and do not include 
any fee changes.

When renewing your 
registration at the County 

should bring the follow-

-
cate of registration

(not a copy) proof of Ken-
tucky insurance effective 
within 45 days

of payment (check with 
your County Clerk’s of-

All license plates 
expire in birth 

month next year



members Mike Lafferty 

and Roy Roberts, Wheel-

wright Commissioner 

Vernon Smallwood and 

Rep. Larry Brown during 

the election. 

Magistrates George 

Ousley and Mark Crider, 

Prestonsburg City Coun-

cil members Rick Hughes 

and Josh Turner, Wheel-

wright Commissioner 

Dana McCown and Rep. 

Ashley Tackett Laferty 

will take their seats on 

Jan. 1. 

In addition to chang-

es brought about by the 

election, several other 

while others are taking on 

new roles. One of the big-

gest leadership changes 

in Floyd County in 2018 

was the hiring of Floyd 

County Schools Superin-

tendent Danny Adkins in 

May. The school district 

changed at torneys the 

following month, as for-

mer district at torney Jon-

athan Shaw resigned and 

was replaced by at torney 

John Earl Hunt.

Sandy Runyon re-

tired from her decades of 

service at the Big Sandy 

Area Development Dis-

trict in August, and that 

board hired Hale as its 

new director, starting 

Jan. 1. In April, former 

Prestonsburg Tourism 

Director Mitchell Pearson 

resigned, and Samantha 

West was hired to re-

place him. In September, 

Hale hired Barry Davis as 

deputy director.

More leadership 

changes are expected to 

come, as several coun-

ty, state and school dis-

trict employees retired in 

2018.

Building a brand
I t ’s been a year of 

“coop-a-petition” for 

some businesses. The 

Prestonsburg Business 

Network has improved 

the city’s small business 

scene by working togeth-

er to host block parties, 

donation drives and other 

events. Sheena Maynard, 

owner of Lou’s Place for 

Pets, talked about the 

importance of this part-

nership while presenting 

awards donated by these 

businesses at the Pres-

tonsburg Christmas pa-

rade in December. 

“When we came to-

gether and we realized 

that only when you come 

together and realize it ’s 

not about competition, 

that ’s when you take a 

town by storm, and I  

think that is exactly what 

we’ve done here for Pres-

tonsburg Kentucky,” she 

said. “I f you haven’t no-

ticed, the towns around 

you are copying us. And, 

baby, let them copy be-

cause that ’s the best 

Floyd County wel-

comed several busi-

nesses in 2018, with the 

grand re-opening of the 

Pur Lux mega spa and 

the openings of the Pink 

-

Coy Heating and Cooling, 

Double Kwik, the Rural 

Medical Group, Prestons-

burg Running Company 

and others. 

In 2018, Floyd County 

also bid farewell to sev-

eral longtime businesses, 

including Papa John’s, 

Janie and Lilian’s Sing-

ers Products shop, Bella 

Pooch, the Honda Shop 

and others. Other busi-

ness changes include the 

purchase of Saint Joseph 

Martin by Appalachian 

Regional Healthcare and 

the merger of First Com-

monwealth with Peoples 

Bancorp, which is set to 

Educational 
challenges 

I t ’s been a challeng-

ing year for education in 

Floyd County. 

In March, teachers 

rallied in Prestonsburg to 

protest legislative chang-

es to the state’s pension 

system and that protest 

brought about school clo-

sures to allow busloads 

of teachers to travel to 

Frankfort.

The pension reform 

bill at tempted to re-

duce the pension debt 

by cut ting the annual 

cost-of-living increase in 

teacher retirement plans 

and placing new teach-

ers into a 401K-style 

plan. I t passed with Re-

publican approval in the 

legislature, but the Su-

preme Court struck down 

the law on procedural 

grounds. After that ruling 

came in Dec., Gov. Matt 

Bevin called a special 

session, giving lawmak-

ers a few hours to get 

to Frankfort. Lawmakers, 

however, adjourned the 

session the following day 

without dealing with the 

issue.

The frustrations 

about the state’s pension 

problems has been com-

pounded this year in with 

other issues that impact 

education in Floyd Coun-

ty.

As reported in Au-

gust, the Kentucky De-

partment of Education 

issued a scathing audit 

on the school district 

this year, alleging “sys-

temic” violations of state 

regulations concerning 

special needs education, 

“ inappropriate state as-

sessment practices,” and 

other issues. The audit 

paints the story of a dis-

trict where special edu-

cation is a “substitute” 

for real education so stu-

dents can get extra help 

-

ings prompted the state 

to require Floyd County 

to implement a corrective 

action plan and some 

-

ferred to other agencies 

for investigation.

Creating a small 
town vibe 

Floyd County has 

seen much success on 

the tourism development 

front this year, a goal that 

leaders hope will improve 

the local economy.

Some tourism mile-

stones reached in 2018 

include the continued 

increase in popularity of 

the SugarCamp Moun-

tain Trails on StoneCrest, 

Prestonsburg’s deal with 

the state to take over 

operations of the Jen-

ny Wiley Amphitheatre 

at the state park, the 

May Retrospective Arts 

Festival and correspond-

ing blues festival at the 

amphitheater, the city’s 

events, among other 

things. 

One of the most 

memorable tourism-re-

lated announcements 

came when Mountain 

Arts Center boasted that 

it operated in the black, 

with revenues of about 

$45,500. 

In October, the MAC 

debuted “Live from CMH 

23,” a new television 

show produced in part-

nership with a national 

television network, The 

County Network, that is 

being broadcast across 

the county. The show 

highlights Eastern Ken-

tucky musicians, per-

forming at the MAC and 

in other locations. 

“Thank you for let ting 

us be here. Thank you for 

let ting us be a part of this 

dream, because it ’s not a 

dream anymore. I t ’s be-

come reality,” The Coun-

try Network CEO Tim Ea-

ton told the crowd at the 

debut. 

More tourism at trac-

tions are on the draw-

ing board. Prestonsburg 

moved forward in De-

cember with its rail-to-

trail project that will 

stretch from David to 

West Prestonsburg and 

in November, the Floyd 

County tourism commis-

sion started working on 

a project that would pro-

vide boat access on the 

river in the Allen-Banner 

area.

I nsurance premium 
tax repealed

The Floyd County 

Fiscal Court repealed its 

insurance premium tax 

— and about $1.4 million 

in revenue — on June 

15, reporting that county 

residents will stop paying 

budget. 

The action came with 

were ousted during the 

election — Judge Execu-

tive Ben Hale and  mag-

istrates John Goble and 

Randy Davis — talking 

about doing “ the will of 

the people,” and pointing 

out that their opponents 

used the tax to campaign 

against them.

It also came with 

County At torney Keith 

Bartley and County Trea-

surer David Layne voic-

ing concerns about how 

the repeal will impact the 

“So, without that $1.4 

year, am I  correct in say-

ing that the next court 

would be in the position 

where they’d either have 

to A., cut $1.4 million out 

$1.4 million in revenue 

just to get back to a bal-

anced budget?” Bartley 

asked.

“Correct,” Layne told 

him. He said the tax off-

— state-mandated ex-

penses — talking about 

the decline of coal sever-

ance tax the county has 

faced.

Drug problems 
remain 

Floyd County’s drug 

problem has continued in 

2018, and there seems to 

be no end in sight. 

Thousands of people 

have been arrested for 

drug related crimes in the 

county, and county pros-

others regularly report 

that drug addiction is in-

-

district and circuit courts. 

Floyd County Com-

monwealth’s At torney 

Brent Turner said in an 

interview in November 

that the large number of 

drug-related indictments 

doesn’t mean that illegal 

drug use has increased, 

only that law enforce-

active in pursuing” drug 

investigations.

“The fact that there 

may be times where 

there’s more indictments 

coming is really not an 

indication that the drug 

activity’s increased be-

cause it ’s always pret-

ty much maxed out and 

just at epidemic levels at 

all times,” Turner said. 

“I t ’s just an indication 

that whatever agency or 

agencies working were 

able to get enough evi-

dence to make changes. 

But it does indicate that 

the different agencies 

out there are very active 

in pursuing drug investi-

gations.”

Conn gets 15 years 
Disgraced Social Se-

curity at torney Eric C. 

Conn began 2018 with 

a 42-page, let ter writ ten 

from jail explaining why 

his sentencing, and de-

tailing his journey, which 

ended with his recapture 

in Honduras.

Conn pleaded guilty 

to escape and other 

charges in June and he 

was sentenced in Sep-

tember to 15 years, in 

addition to another 12-

year sentence he had in 

a prior plea agreement.

through the federal court 

system as the Social Se-

curity Administration an-

nounced it would conduct 

redetermination hearings 

on 2,000 of Conn’s for-

mer clients, and as his 

former employee, Curtis 

L. Wyatt, pleaded guilty 

to helping him escape.

In November, U.S. 

Rep. Hal Rogers an-

nounced that because 

not available to the cli-

ents facing redetermina-

tions, he had worked with 

the SSA to postpone the 

hearings 60 days while 

and sorted. Later that 

month, a federal appeals 

panel sided with the for-

mer clients, maintaining 

that the SSA’s method for 

conducting the hearings 

and excluding potentially 

valid evidence was un-

constitutional. The cases 

are still pending. 

Fannin gets 
probation 

Former Prestons-

burg Mayor Jerry Fannin 

received probation and 

he was found guilty in 

a federal case of using 

city funds to support his 

semi-professional foot-

ball team. 

US District Judge Kar-

en Caldwell sentenced 

him to serve six months 

of probation, with home 

incarceration, and to pay 

-

tution of $8,000.

“This is a serious 

crime, one that strikes at 

the heart of the demo-

cratic process,” she said, 

adding that it erodes the 

government.

The case started in 

2013, when Fannin “pres-

sured or directed” city 

employees to use city 

funds — and a senior cit-

izens bus — to help the 

Kentucky Drillers football 

team.

Fannin faced 10 years 

his at torney Ned Pillers-

dorf argued for a lighter 

sentence, citing health 

problems Fannin has.  

Floyd Chronicle and Times File Photo 

Jennifer Kopecky, owner of City Perk, and Heather Owens, owner of the Moun-

tain Muse, pose during the Prestonsburg Merchants Network’s Block Party on 

June 22. The network of businesses hosted numerous events in 2018.

Floyd Chronicle and Times File Photo 

The Country Network CEO Tim Eaton and Cary Rolfe, vice president for devel-

opment and artist relations, attended the premiere of “Live from CMH 23” at the 

Mountain Arts Center in October. 

Floyd Chronicle and Times File Photo 

Current and former educators and their supporters from Floyd, Pike, Johnson, 
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“Teachers have had 

enough. We want our 

voices heard. We’re 

asking for what we’ve 

earned, what we de-

serve, and no more, 

no less.” 
-Angela Coleman, 

Floyd County 

Education 

Association



receive $1.95 million as 

part of the 2016 Aban-

doned Mine Lands Pilot 

Program for this project 

about $63,000 has been 

spent to date on engi-

neering, surveying and 

deed work. 

Stapleton said the city 

received the authority to 

proceed on the project 

Surface Mining Reclama-

tion and Enforcement in 

November and CSX has 

already started removing 

the rails along the pro-

posed trail. He said the 

end of this project, how-

ever, is still not in sight. 

He referenced it as still 

being in the “ infancy” 

stage.

Council members 

discussed the project at 

length during the meet-

ing, starting with discus-

sion about potential op-

position from Stapleton.

He told the council, 

“The closing agreement 

with CSX. You all have a 

copy of it and just today 

at about 2 o’clock, I  re-

ceived the paper in front 

of you from Marty Os-

borne. Basically, what he 

says is there is state law 

that may give them some 

rights, but because this 

is handled through the 

Surface Transportation 

Board, which is a feder-

ally-mandated board and 

it ’s federally-mandated 

transportation, that it 

overrides the state’s au-

thority. I f they’re going to 

sue anybody, they don’t 

have to sue us, they can 

sue the federal govern-

ment. Hurrah. They can 

stand in line for it.”

City At torney Jennifer 

Elliot t said that assertion 

-

lieved, but they wanted 

to make sure.

Stapleton continued, 

“We have, you all actu-

ally gave me the per-

mission to go through 

and get the monies and 

everything. We’ve got 

the monies. They’re sit-

ting in an account. All of 

the at torneys’ money will 

come out of the fund-

ing we receive, and the 

closing agreement, the 

payment for the proper-

ties will also come out of 

that. Everything is in or-

der as far as the state’s 

concerned, as far as the 

AML’s (Abandoned Mine 

Lands) concerned. All I  

need is your all’s authori-

ty to go ahead and close 

on the properties and 

pay them their money.”

Council member Har-

ry Adams raised concerns 

about the future costs of 

the project. 

“What ’s your esti-

mate on maintenance on 

this once its up and run-

ning? What ’s it going to 

cost us?” he asked.

“I t ’s going to be one 

guy, traveling through on 

a daily basis, looking for 

problems, picking up gar-

bage and stuff, maybe 

rolling it a couple of times 

a year,” Stapleton said. 

“That will be the most. 

That will be as bad as it ’s 

going to get. Once it ’s 

put in, it ’s, we’re going to 

asphalt as far as we can.”

Adams asked the 

question a couple of 

times during the meeting, 

as Stapleton explained 

that the cost would be 

“minimal.”   

“Luckily, we ended 

up with an arts center 

that was given to us and 

it ’s been kind of tough 

on us. We’ve got a golf 

course that was given to 

us and it ’s kind of tough 

on us. I  was wondering if 

there’s a way out on this. 

I f the bleeding’s too bad, 

can we get out?” Adams 

asked.

Elliot t explained that 

a trail is different than 

businesses.

“And the difference 

between this and, let ’s 

say, StoneCrest or the 

MAC is that it ’s not an 

ongoing business,” she 

said. “This is a trail. This 

is something we’re doing 

for economic develop-

ment for adventure that 

once it ’s done, it ’s done. 

I t ’s like the mayor says if 

you don’t use it and peo-

ple don’t want it, it ’s just 

there.”

Council member Don 

Willis asked whether the 

city will have a way to 

keep vehicles off the trail. 

“Yes, we are,” Staple-

ton told him. “… We’re 

going to put some posts 

in. There’s different ways 

of doing posts, short 

gates, two short gates 

in succession. There’s all 

kinds of different ways. 

what ’s going to work the 

best for us, where it ’s at.”

Council member Shag 

Branham talked about 

the use of the trail during 

“I t is an emergency 

corridor, too. That was 

also a part of the Aban-

doned Mine Lands, that ’s 

why we were able to get 

the grant. I t ’s an emer-

gency corridor. That was 

something that we made 

real clear right off the 

bat. I f we put the two 

short gates up, they’re 

like this,”  Stapleton said, 

holding his hands up to 

demonstrate. “So you 

can’t get a vehicle in. 

So, when you open them 

both up, they can, a vehi-

cle can travel. We may do 

it with poles. We may do 

it with lockers. There’s all 

kinds of different ways of 

doing it.”

Stapleton said the 

trailheads will be located 

at Archer Park and at the 

David School and the trail 

would be open for hikers, 

horses and bicycles.

Stapleton said the 

city doesn’t know how far 

the city will pave the trail. 

Paving will be determined 

by the cost of the work 

required to build the trail, 

he explained.

“We know we have 

enough to build the 

trail. We know we have 

-

es. We know we have 

enough to get it in place,” 

he said. “How far the as-

phalt will go? We don’t 

know yet. The asphalt is 

gravy. I t ’s just gravy on 

what we’re doing now.”

After the meeting, 

Stapleton talking about 

the possibility of the city 

annexing the rail line in 

the future. 

He said the city will 

annex the rail line be-

cause it will own the 

property, but he also 

noted that the city owns 

property that has not 

been annexed into the 

city limits, such as prop-

erty in Wayland that 

Prestonsburg recently 

leased to that city. 

He said he is excited 

to see the project move 

forward.

“I t ’s been proven 

that the rail-trail projects 

he said. “One is tourism. 

I t brings people in. I f 

they’ve got something to 

do, they’ll do that. They’ll 

spend money in your 

restaurants. They’ll go to 

the Mountain Arts Center. 

They’ll do all of that stuff. 

I t all adds together.”

He said marketing 

the trail would be key to 

its success.

TRAIL 
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Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

The Prestonsburg City Council voted on Dec. 27 to start buying property for its 

rail-to-trail project. CSX has already started removing rail for the project, which will 

Archer Park and the David School.

BY MELISSA PATRICK

KENTUCKY HEALTH NEWS

in nearly a decade, the 

number of uninsured 

children in the U.S. and 

Kentucky increased, ac-

cording to a report from 

Georgetown University in 

Washington, D.C.

From 2016 to 2017, 

the number of uninsured 

U.S. children rose by 

276,000, to nearly four 

-

cent of the nation’s chil-

dren were uninsured in 

2017, up from 4.7 percent 

in 2016.

In Kentucky, 6,000 

fewer children had health 

insurance in 2017, for a 

total of 41,000. That ’s an 

increase to 3.8 percent, 

up from 3.3 percent in 

2016.

The report, based 

on Census Bureau data, 

found that no state saw 

its number of uninsured 

children decline from 

2016 to 2017. The rate 

did drop in the District of 

Columbia.

In six of the previous 

seven years, the per-

centage of U.S. children 

with health insurance in-

Children’s Health Insur-

ance Program (K-CHIP 

in Kentucky), then with 

the 2014 implementation 

of the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act.

“Having health insur-

ance is important for chil-

dren because it improves 

their access to needed 

preventive and primary 

care such as well-child 

visits, immunizations, 

and prescription drugs. 

Insured children are also 

less likely to miss school, 

and they are more likely 

to have bet ter econom-

ic and educational out-

comes when they grow 

up,” said Joan Alker, 

co-author of the study 

and executive director of 

Georgetown’s Center for 

Children and Families.

The report says the 

declines are likely the 

have created an “unwel-

come mat” effect, includ-

ing: efforts to repeal the 

ACA; an “unprecedented 

delay” by Congress to 

fund CHIP; repeal of the 

law that required most 

peoples to have health 

huge cuts in outreach 

and enrollment programs 

for ACA insurance; a 

shorter open enrollment 

period for that insurance; 

and changes in state 

Medicaid systems that 

may have tightened ver-

In addition, the re-

port says that several 

new Trump administra-

tion policies deter par-

ents who are immigrants 

from enrolling their chil-

dren, even if the child is a 

U.S. citizen. One-quarter 

of all children under 18 

living in the U.S. have a 

parent who is an immi-

grant.

“Declines in child cov-

erage rates occurred in 

2017 despite an improv-

ing economy and low un-

employment rate, strong-

ly suggesting that federal 

actions contributed to a 

perception that publicly 

funded health coverage 

options are no longer 

available or, in the case 

of an immigrant parent, 

created concern about 

enrolling their child in 

public coverage for fear 

of reprisal,”  says the re-

port.

The report adds that 

while the largest source 

of coverage for children 

in 2017 was through em-

ployer-sponsored insur-

ance, the increases made 

in this market were not 

enough to compensate 

for the decline in public-

ly-funded coverage.

The report also shows 

that states that expanded 

Medicaid to people with 

incomes up to 138 per-

cent of the federal pover-

ty level, as Kentucky did, 

had fewer uninsured chil-

dren. For example, of the 

276,000 children who lost 

coverage in 2017, three-

fourths, or 206,000, lived 

in non-expansion states.

Research shows that 

children whose parents 

are insured have con-

siderably higher rates 

of coverage than those 

whose parents are not

“We’ve made so 

much progress in Ken-

tucky since 2014,” said 

Emily Beauregard, execu-

tive director of Kentucky 

Voices for Health. “By 

get ting parents covered 

under our Medicaid ex-

pansion and health insur-

ance marketplace, we’ve 

seen a dramatic decrease 

in the number of children 

who were uninsured. 

I t would be a shame 

to allow all that we’ve 

achieved for Kentucky’s 

children fall by the way-

side.”

The report conclud-

ed with a dire warning: 

“Barring new and seri-

ous efforts to get back 

on track, there is every 

reason to believe the de-

cline in coverage is likely 

to continue and may get 

worse in 2018.”

Kentucky Health 
News is an independent 
news service of the Insti-
tute for Rural Journalism 
and Community Issues, 
based in the School of 
Journalism and Media at 
the University of Ken-
tucky, with support from 
the Foundation for a 
Healthy Kentucky.

More children lack health insurance

Community 

Events

New Year’s Eve celebration with Star Raising, 

meets, Allen City Hall. (606) 874-2953

-

by Old Christmas at the historic Samuel May 

House

meets, Mountain Arts Center. (606) 886-1341

class begins, Big Sandy Health Care’s Physicians 

for Families location. (606) 886-8997

-

mission meeting, community center

meets, community center

2668

-

sion meets, city hall. (606) 452-4202

-

ties Against Drug Addiction meets, Prestons-

burg First Presbyterian Church

(606) 886-2668



shower house, a gazebo, 

two announcer booths, a 

concession building, six 

picnic tables, a shed at 

the front gate, dumpster 

and trash bins, and the 

person or company that 

leases it will be responsi-

ble for maintaining those 

areas. 

The city’s proposed 

lease calls for payments 

of $1,000 per month, and 

the person or company 

that leases the facility 

agrees to offer boarding, 

training, camping, trail 

riding, shows, lessons, 

sales, auctions and chari-

ty functions there. 

The lease requires 

at least two shows per 

month, weather permit-

ting, between April and 

September, four trail 

rides annually with at 

least 12 horses involved 

and three trade days. 

The lease also re-

quires the winning bid-

der to pay all taxes and 

utilities at the property 

and maintain a $2 million 

personal injury insurance 

policy and a $2 million 

property damage insur-

ance policy. 

The previous lease, 

held by Heather and 

Chris Moore of Moun-

tain View Stables, ended 

on Oct. 31, and the city 

council has discussed the 

issue at several meet-

-

ing to change the lease 

agreement to add more 

amenities and services 

there.

reported the couple owed 

$6,700 for unpaid utilities 

at the equine center. The 

council created a com-

mit tee to draft a new 

lease in November, and 

the council accepted a 

let ter of refusal from the 

couple, during its regular 

meeting in December. 

Council member Har-

ry Adams and Shag Bra-

nham requested the bids 

be opened 30 days after 

the request for propos-

als is published. Council 

member Don Willis asked 

if the Moores have start-

ed moving out yet. 

 “Yes,” Mayor Les Sta-

pleton said.

“Are we watching 

them?” Willis said.

“What do you think? 

You know me. What do 

you think?” Stapleton 

said. 

During the meeting, 

the council also approved 

allowing Stapleton to 

spend up to $6,500 for 

at torney Linda Ain to 

complete the city’s fran-

chise contract with Sud-

denlink. 

They also approved 

allowing  Stapleton to 

sign a let ter of engage-

ment with Ain.

The Pres-

tonsburg City 

Council is 

seeking pro-

posals from 

individuals 

and compa-

nies interest-

ed in leasing 

the Prestons-

burg Equine 

Center on 

StoneCrest. 

Floyd Chronicle 

and Times photo 

by Mary Meadows

HORSE
Continued From Page 1A

A FLOYD CHRONICLE 

AND TIMES STAFF REPORT 

A Floyd County man 

was released from custo-

dy this month after being 

formally sentenced to us-

ing an electronic device 

to lure an underage fe-

male to perform a sexual 

act.

Eric D. Roberts, 23, 

of Prestonsburg, was 

sentenced to serve 12 

months on an amended 

charge in the case, and 

was then released from 

custody because he has 

already served that sen-

tence. 

Roberts was indicted 

in January on one count 

of using an electronic 

communications system 

to procure a minor to 

commit a sexual offense 

in November 2017. 

His at torney request-

ed a lower bond during 

a hearing in August, re-

porting that he had been 

incarcerated for eight 

months and couldn’t af-

ford to post bond. Com-

monwealth’s At torney 

Brent Turner opposed 

the motion, and Circuit 

Judge Johnny Ray Harris 

agreed, citing the seri-

ousness of the charges 

against Roberts.

After the hearing, 

Turner reported that Rob-

erts is accused of using 

an electronic device to 

lure an underage female 

to perform sexual act. 

Roberts did not know, 

however, that he was 

speaking to the child’s fa-

ther when he commit ted 

the alleged crime, Turner 

said at that time.

Assistant Common-

wealth’s At torney Amy 

plea of guilty for Roberts 

in November, agreeing to 

recommend 12 months 

in jail if Roberts plead-

ed guilty to an amended 

charge of at tempting to 

use an electronic device 

to procure a minor to 

commit a sexual offense, 

a Class A misdemean-

or. The victims were in 

agreement with that rec-

ommendation, she re-

ported. 

The judgment and 

sentence on Roberts’ 

Floyd Circuit Court on 

Dec. 28, as was the order 

requiring his release from 

the Floyd County jail. 

Prestonsburg man 

sentenced for trying 

to lure minor to 

perform sex act
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TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diately and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

FOR SALE

NNNNEEEEEEEEDDDD    EEEEXXXXTTTTRRRRAAAA
CCCCAAAASSSSHHHH???? Run a 
Classified Ad. 
They Work!
Call (800)539-
4054 Today!

APARTMENTS-

UNFURNISHED

2222    BBBBRRRR    
AAAAPPPPAAAARRRRTTTTMMMMEEEENNNNTTTT....
Kitchen, living 
room, new car-

pets. $460/month. 
Call 606-793-2762

2222BBBBRRRR    DDDDUUUUPPPPLLLLEEEEXXXX,,,,    
CCCC EEEE NNNN TTTT RRRR AAAA LLLL
heat/air, total 
electric. Close to 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
Call 606-886-9007 
or 606-889-9747.

HOUSES FOR RENT

FFFFOOOORRRR    RRRREEEENNNNTTTT
FFFFOOOOUUUURRRR BD brick, 
3 miles from city 
limits on Rt. 404.
16x80 3 BR mo-
bile home, 6 miles 
from town on RT. 
114 in Prestons-
burg. Call 606-
791-2845.

3333BBBBRRRR,,,,    1111BBBBAAAA
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE ffffoooorrrr    rrrreeeennnntttt....
Carport, large 
yard. Located be-
tween Prestons-
burg and Paints-
ville. Call 606-
886-9007 or 606-
889-9747.

OFFICE SPACE

FOR RENT

FFFFOOOORRRR    LLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE
RRRREEEETTTTAAAAIIIILLLL or Of-
fice Space on 
North Lake Drive 
in Prestonsburg. 
Parking. Availa-
ble now. Call 859-
771-1139

HOUSES FOR SALE

HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE    FFFFOOOORRRR    
SSSSAAAALLLLEEEE.... 3 Bed-
room, 2 bath, liv-
ing room, dining 
room, kitchen, 
family room, 2 car 
garage. Lots of 
storage. Call 606-
422-8217. Leave 
message if no an-
swer.

FFFFAAAARRRRMMMM    FFFFOOOORRRR    
SSSSAAAALLLLEEEE 70 acres 
more/less House, 
Shed and Trailer, 
739 Harper 
Branch Road, 
West Liberty KY. 
Call (606)743-
9669.

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY

TTTTHHHHEEEE    HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSIIIINNNNGGGG    
AAAAUUUUTTTTHHHHOOOORRRRIIIITTTTYYYY of 
Martin, located in 
Martin, Kentucky, 
is seeking an
Executive Direc-
tor who will be re-
sponsible to the 

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY

Board of Commis-
sioners of a PHA
With 124 Public 
Housing units. 
Requirements in-
clude a bachelor's 
degree with a
major in business 
administration, 
public adminis-
t r a -
tion or a related 
field, or equiva-
lent work
experience. Other 
requirements in-

clude

strong ad-
ministrative/su-
pervisory experi-
ence, a
proven ability to 
work cooperative-
ly with a board, as 
well as all levels 
of public and pri-
vate
sectors, and with 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  
groups. Send re-
sume to: Billy 
Reynolds, Chair-
man, 109 Ray-
mond Griffith 
Drive #1101, Mar-
tin, KY 41649. Re-
sumes must be 
submitted by Jan-
uary 11, 2018. 
The Housing Au-
thority of Martin 
is an equal oppor-
tunity employer.

LEGALS

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    
OOOOFFFF    BBBBOOOONNNNDDDD
RRRREEEELLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE

In accordance 
with the provi-
sions of KRS 
350.093, notice is 
hereby given that 
Revelation Ener-
gy, LLC, P O Box 
189, Lackey, KY 
41643 intends to 
apply for a phase1 
bond release on 
increment 1 of its 
ppppeeeerrrrmmmmiiiitttt    888833336666----5555666644441111, 
which was last is-
sued on 2/5/2015. 
This application 
covers an area of 
approx imate l y  
3.30 acres, located 
3.8 miles south-
east of McDowell 
in Floyd County.
The operation is 
located 3.8 miles 
southeast of 
McDowell in 
Floyd County. 
The operation is 
approximately 0.7 
miles east from 
KY Route 1929's 
junction with 
Neds Fork Road 
and located in 
Neds Fork. The 
operation is locat-
ed on the McDow-
ell U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 
minute quadran-
gle map.
The total bond 
now in effect for 
increments 1 is 
$75,000.00.  Ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y  
5 4 . 4 0 %
($40,800.00) of 
the original bond 
amount on this in-
crement is includ-
ed in this applica-
tion for phase 1 
release.
Reclamation work 
performed in-
c l u d e s
backfilling/grad-
ing/topsoiling/see
ding, completed in 
the Summer of 
2018.  Results 
thus far achieved 
include backfill-
ing, grading, seed-
ing, and topsoil-
i n g
of the disturbed 
areas.
Written com-
ments, objections, 
and request for a 
public hearing or 

LEGALS

informal confer-
ence must be filed 
with the Director, 
Division of Mine 
Reclamation and 
Enforcement, 300 

Sower Blvd. 2nd 
Floor Frankfort, 
KY 40601 by Feb-
ruary  22, 2019.
A public hearing 
has been sched-

uled for 10:00 
a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as may 
be heard, on Feb-
ruary 25, 2019 at 
the Prestonsburg 

Regional Office, 
3140 South Lake 
Drive Suite 6, 
Prestonsburg, KY 
41653.  This hear-
ing will be can-

celed if no request 
for a hearing or 
informal confer-
ence is received 
by February 22, 
2019.

TO OUR READERS HOUSES FOR SALE LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS



Monday-Wednesday, December 31-January 2, 2018-2019 � Page 11AMonday-Wednesday, December 31-January 2, 2018-2019 � Page 11A

To submit sports news or comments, contact Regional Sports Editor Randy White or Steve LeMaster � Phone: 606-886-8506  �  Email: sports@news-expressky.com

Lady Blackcats get two wins in classic
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER

 

RACELAND — The 

Pretsonsburg Lady Black-

cats picked up two big 

wins in their fi rst two 

games of the Mr. Micro 

Computers Ohio River 

Classic. Prestonsburg 

came up with wins over 

Huntington and host 

Raceland.

Prestonsburg 72,

Huntington 67

P r e s t o n s b u r g 

notched an impressive 

win on the opening day 

of the Mr. Micro Comput-

ers Ohio River Classic on 

Thursday, topping Hun-

tington (W. Va.) 72-67.

With the win, Pres-

tonsburg improved to 6-5. 

Prestonsburg claimed its 

third straight victory. 

“I  was so proud to 

see the way our team 

responded against a 

great Huntington team,” 

said Prestonsburg coach 

Brandon Kidd. “We were 

outsized at almost every 

position, but won the re-

bounding bat tle.”

The Lady Blackcats 

showed improvement 

throughout the matchup 

against Huntington. 

“Huntington made 

a great run in the third 

quarter and two to three 

weeks ago we would 

have probably given up 

and got ten beat,” Kidd 

added. “Instead, these 

girls came out of the 

timeout and competed 

and they never quit. This 

team is starting to come 

together and it ’s a bless-

ing to see. I ’m excited 

to continue this journey 

with them.”

Senior guard Kaitlyn 

Keathley scored a game-

high 24 points to lead 

Prestonsburg to the win. 

Keathley was named the 

Player of the Game.

The Lady Blackcats 

led at the conclusion of 

each quarter. Prestons-

burg started strong, out-

scoring Huntington 17-11 

in the opening period. 

The Lady Blackcats led 

24-27 at halftime and 

outscored its West Vir-

ginia opponent 22-18 in 

the third quarter. 

Three Prestonsburg 

players reached double 

fi gures in the scoring col-

umn. Alivia Slone scored 

15 points while Caroline 

Ariaz added 14 points in 

Prestonsburg’s triumph. 

Ariaz recorded a dou-

ble-double, pulling down 

11 rebounds for the Lady 

Blackcats. 

Prestonsburg thrived 

offensively, shooting 63.4 

percent (26 of 41) from 

the fi eld. The Lady Black-

cats were four of 14 (28.6 

percent) from three-point 

range.

Prestonsburg shot 

59.3 percent (16 of 17) 

from the free-throw line. 

Faith Lazar (eight 

points), Celina Mullins 

(fi ve points), Reesce End-

icot t (fi ve points) and Ali-

son Campbell (one point) 

accounted for the rest of 

the Lady Blackcats’ scor-

ing.

Ravyn Goodson 

paced Huntington with 

17 points. Accompany-

ing Goodson in double 

fi gures for Huntington, 

Madison Slash scored 

13 points, Katie Swann 

netted 12 points and La-

tahia Jackson posted 11 

points. 

Prestonsburg 60,

Raceland 50

Prestonsburg re-

mained in the win column 

on Friday night, defeating 

host Raceland 60-50 in 

the Mr. Micro Computers 

Ohio River Classic. 

Fresh off a victory 

over Huntington (W.Va.) 

one day earlier, Prestons-

burg claimed its fourth 

straight victory.

With the win, Pres-

tonsburg improved to 

7-5.

Raceland dropped to 

5-5 with the loss. 

Prestonsburg shot 40 

percent (22 of 55) from 

the fi eld. The Lady Black-

cats were four of 22 from 

three-point range. 

Prestonsburg shot 60 

percent (12 of 20) from 

the free-throw line. 

Reesce Endicot t 

paced Brandon Kidd-

coached Prestonsburg, 

scoring a team-high 

15 points for the Lady 

Blackcats. Prestonsburg 

featured four scorers in 

double fi gures as Caro-

line Ariaz and Alivia Slone 

added 11 points apiece 

and Kaitlyn Keathley con-

tributed 10 points. Ariaz 

recorded a double-dou-

ble, pulling down a game-

high 11 rebounds. 

Visiting Prestonsburg 

took control early, out-

scoring Raceland 23-10 

in the fi rst quarter. The 

Lady Blackcats led 31-20 

at halftime.

Alison Campbell (six 

points), Faith Lazar (six 

points) and Makayla Ous-

ley (two points) account-

ed for the rest of the 

Lady Blackcats’ scoring. 

Chloe Collins and 

Emilee Garvin paced 16th 

Region member Raceland 

with 15 points apiece. 

Collins led the Lady Rams 

inside, securing eight re-

bounds. 

Raceland was 16 of 

18 from the free-throw 

line in the setback. 

Prestonsburg is 

scheduled to host 15th 

Region rival Magoffi n 

County on Friday, Jan. 4.

photo courtesy of Prestonsburg Girls’ Basketball

Prestonsburg senior guard Kaitlyn Keathley was named Player of the Game fol-

lowing the Lady Blackcats’ victory over Huntington (W.Va.) in the Mr. Micro Com-

puters Ohio River Classic at Raceland High School on Thursday.

Lady Jaguars back in action on Wednesday
Floyd Central eighth 

grade guard Kennedi 

Harvell is pictured. Cur-

rent 58th District Girls’ 

Basketball frontrunner 

Floyd Central is sched-

uled to face Belfry in a 

non-district game on 

Wednesday.

Floyd Chronicle and Times 

photo by Steve LeMaster
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Blackcats edge Williamstown,53-50
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

WILLIAMSTOWN - 

Prestonsburg returned 

to the win column on 

the second day of the 

Williamstown Holi-

day Tournament. The 

Blackcats halted a two-

game losing skid on 

Friday, edging the hol-

iday tournament host 

Williamstown 53-50.

With the win, Pres-

tonsburg improved to 

6-5.

W i l l i a m s t o w n 

dropped to 5-9 with the 

loss. 

Three of Prestons-

burg’s fi ve starters 

reached double fi gures 

in the scoring column. 

Graham Burchett paced 

Prestonsburg with 16 

points. Accompanying 

Burchett in double fi g-

ures for the Blackcats, 

Blake Slone scored 14 

points and Adam Slone 

added 12 points. 

Prestonsburg clung 

to a 26-25 lead at half-

time but added to its 

lead shortly after the 

intermission period. 

The Blackcats out-

scored disciplined Wil-

liamstown 17-12 in the 

third quarter.

“Williamstown is a 

well-coached young 

team that really sticks 

to its gameplan,” Pres-

tonsburg coach Brent 

Rose commented, fol-

lowing his team’s vic-

tory. “We did a good 

job of grinding out the 

victory. Our execu-

tion at the end of the 

game was good. We 

are trying to expand 

our bench during this 

tournament and we 

had some guys really 

step up today. That ’s a 

positive sign going for-

ward.”

Will Gullet t (six 

points), Josh Hall (three 

points), Jake Rain-

ey (two points), Clay-

ton Smith (one point) 

and Jacob Martin (one 

point) accounted for 

the remainder of Pres-

tonsburg’s scoring in 

the victory. 

Prestonsburg man-

aged to return to the 

win column following a 

loss to Thomas Nelson 

one day earlier. Thom-

as Nelson topped the 

Blackcats 49-37 in a 

game played on Thurs-

day in the Williamstown 

Holiday Tournament.  

“It was a good 

comeback from our 

game on Thursday,” 

added Rose. “We didn’t 

play well and I  felt like 

we gave the game 

away. Like most young 

teams we have some 

games and even pe-

riods within the game 

that we just lose focus. 

We are working hard 

on limiting those going 

forward.” 

Cole Kighlinger led 

Williamstown with a 

game-high 19 points. 

Bryant Henson was 

the only other William-

stown player to reach 

double fi gures in scor-

ing, adding 13 points 

for the Demons.

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Pretsonsburg’s Adam Slone goes up for a shot over Shelby Valley defender Orbie McPeek in action earlier 

this season.

Bobcats fall in 

Mountain Schoolboy
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER

BELFRY — Betsy Layne 

faced a single digit defi cit 

at the conclusion of each 

quarter and couldn’t make 

a run late as Morgan Coun-

ty pulled away to win 58-49 

in the opening round of the 

Mountain Schoolboy Clas-

sic at Belfry High School on 

Thursday. 

With the loss, Betsy 

Layne dropped to 5-4.

Morgan County im-

proved to 8-2 with the win. 

Junior guard Jake Hel-

ton scored a game-high 

22 points to lead Morgan 

County to the victory. Join-

ing Helton in double fi gures 

for the Cougars, senior 

guard Blake Evans added 

15 points. 

Morgan County man-

aged to edge Betsy Layne 

14-13 in the fi rst quarter. 

The Cougars forced Betsy 

Layne to play from behind 

in each period. Adding to its 

lead early, Morgan County 

outscored the Bobcats 13-

10 in the second quarter to 

lead 27-23 at halftime. 

Finishing strong, Mor-

gan County outscored the 

Bobcats 21-17 in the fourth 

quarter. 

Morgan County shot 

45.5 percent (20 of 44) 

from the fi eld. The Cougars 

were six of 18 (33.3 per-

cent) from 3-point range.

Morgan County shot 

70.6 percent (12 of 17) from 

the free throw line. 

Garret t Adkins (seven 

points), Garret t Wright (six 

points), Zach Gilliam (four 

points) and Cameron Bush 

(four points) accounted 

for Morgan County’s other 

scoring.

Sophomore guard Jor-

dan Frazier paced Betsy 

Layne with a double-dou-

ble, scoring 19 points and 

pulling down 10 rebounds. 

Accompanying Frazier in 

double fi gures for the Bob-

cats, senior guard Zack 

Bentley added 10 points.

Narrowly missing dou-

ble fi gures in scoring for 

Betsy Layne, Brady Robin-

son scored nine points for 

the Bobcats. 

Betsy Layne shot 37.7 

percent (20 of 53) from 

the fi eld. The Bobcats were 

4-of-14 (28.6 percent) from 

three-point range. 

Betsy Layne fi nished 

four of six (66.7 percent) 

from the free-throw line. 

Inside, Betsy Layne 

outrebounded Morgan 

County 24-20. 

Additional scorers for 

Betsy Layne were Nate 

Mims (seven points), Chase 

Mims (two points) and Davy 

Bentley (two points).

Special Holiday
Delivery Dates

In observance of the holidays, 

we will have special delivery dates!

Wednesday, Jan. 2nd Edition
Will be available and delivered on

Monday, Dec. 31st

Our Offics Will Be Closed

Monday & Tuesday

Dec. 31st & Jan. 1st

Our Offics Will Be Closed

Monday & Tuesday

Dec. 31st & Jan. 1st


